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PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR

THE life of Las Casas appears to me one of the mtetesting, indeed | may say the most
interesting, of all those that | have ever studatd | think it is more than the natural prejudite
writer for his hero, that inclines me to look ugam as one of the most remarkable personages that
has ever appeared in history. It is well known ti@has ever been put in the foremost rank of
philanthropists; but he had other qualificationgolitwere also extraordinary. He was not a mere
philanthropist, possessed only with one idea. Hedme of those large minds which take an interest i
everything. As an historian, a man of letters, lamist, a missionary, a theologian, an active ruier
the Church, a man of business, and an observeatofat history and science, he holds a very high
position amongst the notable men of his own age.Wdys, the customs, the religion, the policy, the
laws, of the new people whom he saw, the new asirtia new trees, the new herbs, were all
observed and chronicled by him.

In an age eminently superstitious, he was entitelyoid of superstition. At a period when the most
extravagant ideas as to the divine rights of kimgwvailed, he took occasion to remind kings
themselves to their faces, that they are only gegthto govern for the good of the people; anddiare



to upbraid Philip the Second for his neglect ofif8giaand Indian affairs, through busying himself
with Flemish, English, and French policy.

At a period when brute force was universally appeab in all matters, but more especially in
those that pertained to religion, he contendedrbefontas and Royal Councils that missionary
enterprise is a thing that should stand indepenafeait military support; that a missionary shoglal
forth with his life in his hand, relying only onélprotection that God will vouchsafe him, and
depending neither upon civil nor military assis&na fact his works would, even in the present, day
form the best manual extant for missionaries.

He had certainly great advantages: he lived in miising times; he was associated with the
greatest personages of his day; and he had thegawf taking part in the discovery and
colonization of a new world.

Eloguent, devoted, charitable, fervent, sometirneddrvent, yet very skilful in managing men, he
will doubtless remind the reader of his prototypaint Paul; and it was very fitting that he should
have been called, as he was, the “Apostle of the&Y’

Notwithstanding our experience, largely confirmgdhistory, of the ingenuity often manifested in
neglecting to confer honour upon those who mostmest, one cannot help wondering that the
Romish Church never thought of enrolling Las Casaa saint, amongst such fellow labourers as
Saint Charles of Borromeo, or Saint Francis of #issi

His life is very interesting, if only from this ciumstance, that, perhaps more than any man of his
time, he rose to great heights of power and infbeeand then, to use a phrase of his own, fellrshee
down “into terrible abysses.” His spirit, howevaimost always rose indomitable; and the “abysses”
did not long retain him as their captive.

Among his singular advantages must be mentionegrbest physical powers, and tenacity of life. |
do not remember that he ever mentions being illekteded in his journeyings his renowned master
and friend, Charles the Fifth, and he lived fuldylaborious a life as did that monarch.

When Charles, a youth of sixteen, came to the thrbas Casas was a man of about forty, of great
power and influence. He soon won the young kintggechment; during the whole of whose active life
he worked vigorously with him at Indian affairs;dawhen, broken in health and in spirit, Charles
retired to San Yuste, Las Casas was in full vigaad had his way with Philip the Second, not,
however, without the aid of the Imperial recluser &most the last business which Charles attended
to was one in which the dying monarch gave his wsupport to his friend Las Casas.

With Charles's grandfather, Ferdinand the Cathbls, Casas had also worked at Indian affairs;
and, with his usual sincerity, had not failed tiorm that king of many truths which concerned his
soul and the welfare of his kingdom.

Columbus, Cardinal Ximenes, Cortes, Pizarro, Va$aoez, Gattinara the great Flemish
statesman, were all known to Las Casas: in factalaegenerations of notable men — statesmen,
monarchs, inventors, discoverers, and conquerorseflourish, and die; and he had continually to
recommence his arduous conflict with new statesmew, conquerors, and new kings. He survived
Ferdinand fifty years, Charles the Fifth eight we@olumbus sixty years, Cortes nineteen years,
Ximenes forty-nine years, Pizarro twenty-five yeansd Gattinara thirty-seven years.

He was twenty-eight years old when he commencefirkis/oyage to the Indies; and he was still
in full vigour, not failing in sight, hearing, ontellect, when, at ninety-two years of age, he eodéd
before Philip the Second's ministers in favourhaf Guatemalans having Courts of Justice of their
own. Having left the pleasant climate of Valladplidubtless excited by the cause he was urging, and
denying himself the rest he required, he was unabbear up against that treacherous air of Madrid,
of which the proverb justly says, “though it withnblow out a candle, it will yet kill a man,” aisd,
was cut off, prematurely, as | always feel, in itgety-second year of his age.

His powers, like those of a great statesman obeur time, decidedly improved as he grew older.
He became, | believe, a better writer, a more adatjgpeaker, and a much wider and more tolerant
thinker towards the end of his life. His best timaf1] (in my judgment) was written when he was
ninety years of age, and is even now, when itcgpave been worn somewhat threadbare, a most
interesting work.

To show that | have not exaggerated his great alapomwers as well as his learning, | need only
refer to his celebrated controversy with Sepulvddies Sepulveda was then the greatest scholar in
Spain, and was backed, more over, by other learmesd but Las Casas was quite a match for them



all. In argument he was decidedly superior. Teqtations, conclusions of Councils, opinions of
fathers and schoolmen were showered down uponHiénmet them all with weapons readily
produced from the same armouries, and showed ¢hitchhad not in vain studied his Saint Thomas
Aquinas and his Aristotle. His great opponent, 3egmia, in a private letter describing the
controversy, speaks of Las Casas as “most subtist, vigilant, and most fluent, compared with
whom the Ulysses of Homer was inert and stuttefibgs Casas, at the time of the controversy, was
seventy-six years of age.

The reader of this introduction will perhaps ththkt if Las Casas is such a man as | have
described, and his life is of such exceeding istelieis strange that, comparatively speakinditde
has been heard about him. This, however, can lig eaplained. His life can only be fully portrayed
after reference to books, manuscripts, and offabeuments of the greatest rarity, not within the
reach even of scholars, until recent years. Thewgwent of Spain has of late years thrown open to
all students, in the most unreserved manner té@maly treasures, and afforded every facility fait
study. In modern times, too, the Americans haveriakeat pains to investigate the early records of
America, and have always been remarkably geneiotise use they have allowed to be made of the
documents which they have rescued and broughthegd?]

There are few men to whom, up to the present tinewords which Shakespeare makes Mark
Antony say of Caesar, would more apply than toCasas:—

“The evil that men do lives after them,
The good is oft interred with their bones.”

At one inauspicious moment of his life he advisexarse which has ever since been the one blot
upon his well-earned fame, and too often has thiica been the only thing which, when the name of
Las Casas has been mentioned, has occurred to mied's respecting him. He certainly did advise
that negroes should be brought to the New Wortklink, however, | have amply shown in the
“Spanish Conquest” that he was not the first t@dghis advice, and that it had long before been
largely acted upon. It is also to be remembereat,ttiis advice, to introduce negroes, was but g ver
small part of his general scheme. Had that beatedanto effect as a whole, it would have afforded
the most efficient protection for negroes, Indiaarsy for all those who were to be subject to the
Spanish Colonial Empire.

However, Las Casas makes no such defence for Hjrbsékhus frankly owns his great error,
saying, in his history, “This advice, that licersteould be given to bring negro slaves to thesesland
the Clerigo Casas first gave, not considering mugstice with which the Portuguese take them and
make them slaves; which advice, after he had appdad the nature of the thing, he would not have
given for all he had in the world. For he alway#lhbat they had been made slaves unjustly, and
tyrannically ; for the same reason holds good efrttas of the Indians.” [3]

This one error must not be allowed to overshad@andhg and noble career of one, who never, as
far as | am aware, on any other occasion, yieldedarldly policy; who, for nearly sixty years, held
fast to a grand cause, never growing weary ohi; \@ho confronted great statesmen, potent
churchmen, and mighty kings, with perfect fearlessnin defence of an injured, a calumniated, and
down-trodden race,—a race totally unable to prdteminselves from the advance of a pseudo-
civilization which destroyed as much as it civilize

October,1867.
The greater part of the subject-matter for thisisfto be found in my “Spanish Conquest in

America,” but | am indebted to my son, Edmund ArtHelps, for having utilized and added to it,
with my assistance, in the preparation of the presmgraphical narrative.
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THE LIFE OF LAS CASAS.

a'\.-J‘il_ E ﬂ
CHAPTER L.

Character of Las CasasHis Parentage and Educatien He joins with Narvaez in an Expedition
to Cuba—He is summoned to Xagua.

BARTHOLOMEW de Las Casas was the son of Antonic.ae Casas, one of Columbus's
shipmates in his first voyage. Bartholomew was kair8eville in 1474. His father became rich, and
sent him as a student to Salamanca, where he redhglirhe was eighteen, and took a licentiate's
degree. We then hear nothing of importance conegrmim till 1498, when he accompanied his father
in an expedition under Columbus to the West Indietsirning to Cadiz with the expedition in 1500.

In 1502 he accompanied Nicholas de Ovando, a disshed knight of Alacantara, who was going
out to Hispaniola as governor of the Indies, wasrafards ordained priest, [4] and now, at the dge o
thirty-six, eight years after his arrival in thadias, began to make his appearance on the stage of
history. He was a very notable person, of thatdafccharacter and general ability, that he woaldeh
excelled in any career. Indeed, he did fulfil thoedour vocations, being an eager man of busirgess,
laborious and accurate historian, a great reforegreat philanthropist, and a vigorous ecclesiasti
The utmost that friends or enemies, | imagine, @avith the slightest truth allege against him, \&as
over-fervent temperament. If we had to arrangdabalties of great men, we should generally,
according to our easy-working fancies, combine ¢tWaracters to make our men of. And, in this case,
we should not be sorry, if it might have been edyave had a little of the wary nature of such a ma
as King Ferdinand the Second intermixed with thieleroelements of Las Casas. Considering,
however, what great things Las Casas strove afiek how much he accomplished, it is ungracious to
dwell more than is needful upon any defect or diyigr of his character. If it can be proved that h
was on any occasion too impetuous in word or die&ds in a cause that might have driven any man
charged with it beyond all bounds of prudence endhpression of his indignation. His nature had the
merit of being as constant as it was ardent. Heal@guent, acute, truthful, bold, self-sacrificing,
pious. We need not do more in praise of such aackerthan show it in action.

In the whole course of West Indian colonizatiowise and humane forethought never could have
been more wanted than at this period. Hispanioknapidly becoming depopulated of Indians, and
on the mode of renewing the population, we may atreay, depended the future destinies of slavery.

In the year 1511 the Admiral Don Diego Columbusaf@io's successor as governor of Hispaniola,
undertook the subjection of Cuba. He chose foChigtain, Diego Velazquez, one of the original
conquerors, a man of wealth, whose possessionspahiola were in that part of the island nearest t
Cuba.

The earliest mention made of Las Casas in conmewaiith West Indian history, is his being
summoned by Diego Velazquez, to proceed to Cubarenhe arrived at the same time as Pamphilo



de Narvaez, who had been selected by Velazqueiz disdienant to join with Las Casas in the
population and pacification—for such were the tetmgogue—of the island of Cuba.

One of the first expeditions of Narvaez was unsssits: it was in the province of Bayamo. He
himself was nearly killed, and would never haveagsd, but for the terror which his horse, an animal
not hitherto seen by these Indians, inspired. Thedians, however, who had fled at the approach of
the Spaniards, returned to beg pardon, and todegvesl into subjection. This appears astonishing, b
may be easily explained. The territories into whindy fled were occupied by other Indians, who had
food enough for themselves only; and, therefortey af brief sojourn, the unhappy fugitives,
becoming most unwelcome guests, were tempteduoréd their own country; for the Spaniards,
though terrible visitors in other respects, did @pbdnce create a famine in those parts which they
occupied, by reason of the comparative smallnetiseaf numbers.

By these means the province where the Spaniasddditded, called Maici, and the adjacent one of
Bayamo, were brought into complete subjection;taednhabitants were then divided into
repartimientod5] and apportioned by Velazquez amongst his follow&iter this Velazquez, who
was about to be married, went to receive his bta/ing his nephew, Juan de Grivalva, as his
lieutenant (for Narvaez had not yet returned), laasl Casas as an adviser to the lieutenant. On the
return of Narvaez, orders from Velazquez reachegthce where Narvaez and Las Casas were
stationed, directing them to make an expeditioo the country of Camaguey, for the purpose of
“assuring” it, to use their phrase. The narratif/ths expedition, which is given in full detail lyas
Casas, an eye-witness and principal actor in theeshe describes, is very instructive.

And here | must say for Las Casas, that | haveheoslightest doubt of the truth of any statement
which he thus vouches for. He manifests through@utvritings, in various little things, his accuyac
and truthfulness. For instance, he is careful fotgmit the exact pronunciation of the Indian names
and shows a fair appreciation of those persons h®st bitterly opposed to.

Before they reached the province of Camaguey theydo a place called Cueyba. This was the
very spot where Ojeda—one of the explorers wha¥edld Columbus—when shipwrecked, had left
an image of the Virgin. Ojeda had been receivetl gieat kindness by the Indians in that vicinity,
and the image which he left was now held in théadég reverence by the natives, who had built a
church, adorning it inside with ornamental work mad cotton, and had set up an altar for the image.
Moreover, they had composed couplets in honouneMirgin, which they sang to sweet melodies,
and accompanied with dancing. This image was a&bih especial reverence by the Spaniards, and
Las Casas being anxious on that account to olitairekchange for another image which he had
brought with him, entered into treaty with the @am for that purpose. The Indian chief, however,
was so alarmed at these overtures, that he fledighy, taking the beloved image with him. Las Casas
when he heard of this, was greatly disconcerteirfg lest the neighbouring population should take
up arms on behalf of their image. He managed, hewdw quiet them, assuring them, that he would
not only let them keep their own image, but thawioald bestow upon them the one which he had
brought with him.

Such gentle means as these were invariably putsukds Casas with the greatest effect; and it is
evident from this story how very easy the conversibthe Indians would have been by mild means,
instead of which it was made the pretext with soamg, the real justification with others, for the
greatest inhumanities.

The commands of Las Casas met with so much reverfemm these simple people, that when he
sent by a messenger any bit of paper insertecearttl of a stick, and the messenger declaredhhat t
paper bore such and such orders, they were iniplaieyed. The Indians had in general the greatest
respect and wonder for the communication amongganiards by letter, for it appeared to them quite
a miracle, how the information of what had beenedonone place was made known in another by
means of these mysterious pieces of paper.

One of the chief cares of the Clerigo (the titleddyich Las Casas describes himself) was,
whenever they halted in any Indian town or villaigeassign separate quarters to the Indians and the
Spaniards. By this means he prevented many disoeshel much cruelty. But his principal business
was to assemble the children in order to baptieenthand, as he observes, there were many that God
bestowed his sacred baptism upon in good timendoe, or scarcely any, of all those children
remained alive a few months afterwards.



In the course of this journey of pacification, Byaniards approached a large town of the Indians
called Caonao, where an immense number of theasatiad congregated together, chiefly to see the
horses which the Spaniards brought with them. édmtlerning of the day on which the Spaniards
under Narvaez and Las Casas, amounting to abautidréd men, arrived at Caonao, they stopped to
breakfast in the dry bed of a stream where there wany stones suitable for grindstones; and they
all took the opportunity of sharpening their sworeiom thence a wide and arid plain led them to
Caonao. They would have suffered terribly fromgatibut that some Indians kindly brought them
water on the road. At last they reached Caonduedie of vespers. Here they halted. The chief
population of this Indian town and the vicinity wassembled together in one spot, sitting on the
ground, and gazing, no doubt with wonder, at thsémof the Spaniards. Apart, in a large hut, were
five hundred of the natives, who, being more tithian the others, were content to prepare victuals f
their visitors, but declined any nearer approachbe.Spaniards had with them about a thousand of
their own Indian attendants. The Clerigo was priegdior the division of the rations amongst the
men, when suddenly a Spaniard, prompted, as waglthddy the Devil, drew his sword: the rest
drew theirs; and immediately they all began to haa# hew the poor Indians, who were sitting
quietly near them, and offering no more resistdahaa so many sheep. At the precise moment when
the massacre began, the Clerigo was in the apariniere the Spaniards were to sleep for the night.
He had five Spaniards with him: some Indians wha r@ught the baggage were lying on the ground,
sunk in fatigue. The five Spaniards hearing thevklof the swords of their comrades without,
immediately fell upon the Indians who had broudjiet baggage. Las Casas, however, was enabled to
prevent that slaughter, and the five Spaniardsedisiut to join their comrades. The Clerigo wenb als
and, to his grief and horror, saw heaps of deadesa@lready strewed about, “like sheaves of corn,”
waiting to be gathered up. “What think you thesarsgrds have been doing?” exclaimed Narvaez to
Las Casas; and Las Casas replied, “I commend lmatlagd them to the Devil.” [6] The Clerigo did
not stop, however, to bandy words with the Commartalg rushed hither and thither, endeavouring
to prevent the indiscriminate slaughter which waisg on, of men, women, and children. Then he
entered the great hut, where he found that mangiscad already been slaughtered, but some had
escaped by the pillars and the woodwork, and weraaft. To them he exclaimed, “Fear not, there
shall be no more slaughter — no more;” upon whictg of them, a young man of five-and-twenty,
trusting to these words, came down.

But, as Las Casas justly says, the Clerigo couldaan all places at once, and, as it happened, he
left this hut directly, indeed, before the poor gguman got down, upon which a Spaniard drew a
short sword, and ran the Indian through the bodg. Casas was back in time to afford the last aotes
the Church to the dying youth.

To see the fearful wounds that were made, it segthedistorian says, as if the Devil had guided
the men that day to those stones in the dry beldeofiver.

When inquiry was made as to who had been the aofftbis massacre, no one replied. This shows
how causeless the massacre was, for if there rexddrey good reason for it, the Spaniard who first
drew his sword would have justified himself, andhags claimed merit for the action. It may have
been panic in this one man; it may have been mangntadness, for such things are taken much less
into account than is requisite; but, whatever these, the whole transaction shows the conducieof th
Spaniards towards the Indians in a most unfavoeniitit.

The maxim, that the evil consequences of war depsstdso much upon the nature of the victory,
or the rage of the combatants, or the cause ajubeel, as upon the contempt, justifiable or not,
which the victorious side has for the vanquishednss to me applicable throughout history. The wars
between nations that respect one another may hasesanguinary and cruel results, but not so
injurious to humanity as when Spartan conquers ti®ahomedan conquers Christian, Spaniard
conquers Moor or Indian; or as, in general, whem mation with much civilization, or much bigotry,
conquers another nation of little civilization,afranother creed. The Romans may in some instances
have offered a splendid exception to this rulet;ibbathe general history of the world it holds good

On the news of this massacre at Caonao, [7] alhtiebitants of the province deserted their towns,
flying for refuge to the innumerable islets on thaast, called the “Garden of the Queen.” The
Spaniards, leaving the Indian town of Caonao, whtiely had desolated in the manner related above,
formed a camp in the vicinity, or rather ordereel lindians to form it for them, for each Spaniard ha
at least eight or ten native attendants. Amongstdtof Las Casas was an old Indian of much repute i



the island, called Camacho, who had accompanie@ldrggo voluntarily, to be under his protection.
One day, while the Spaniards were at this campuag Indian, sent as a spy from the former
inhabitants of Caonao, came into the camp, andmgakis way directly to the Clerigo's tent,
addressed Camacho, begging to be taken into thig&eservice, and requesting that he might be
allowed to bring his younger brother also. Camaofarmed Las Casas of this, who was delighted
with the news, as it gave an opportunity of comroating with those Indians who had fled.
Accordingly he received the Indian very kindly, rmddm some trifling presents, and besought him to
bring back his countrymen to their homes, and su@sthem that they should not be further molested.
The young man, to whom Camacho gave the nhame d¢awido, took his leave, promising to bring his
brother and the rest of the Indians. Some daysdassay, and Las Casas began to think that
Adrianico would not be able to perform his promisgen one evening he made his appearance with
his brother and a hundred and eighty Indian mennarden. Children are not mentioned, and |
conjecture these Indians would not run the riskrafging them within the power of the Spaniards.

It was a melancholy sight to see the little banéugttives, with their small bundles of household
things on their shoulders, and their strings ofdsess presents for the Clerigo and the Spaniards,
returning, perforce, for want of food— and perhagswith some of that inextinguishable fondness
for home which endears so large a part of the worits inhabitants—to the spot where they had but
lately seen such cruelties perpetrated on theindis and relations. The Clerigo was delighted ¢o se
them, but very sad too, when he considered theitlemess, their humility, their poverty, and their
sufferings. Pamphilo de Narvaez united with LasaSas doing all he could to assure these poor
people of their safety; and they were dismissetiéo empty homes. This example of good treatment
reassured the Indians of that vicinity, who in @angence returned to their houses.

The Spaniards pursued their purpose of pacificainiga, now taking to their vessels and coasting
along the northern shore, and now traversing ttegior of the country. When they came to the
province of Havana, they found that the Indiansjitheard of the massacre at Caonao and other
such proceedings, had all fled; upon which Las €asat messengers to the different Caciques, the
messengers bearing mysterious pieces ot papetadssdrthe end of sticks, which had before been
found so efficacious, and assuring these Caciqglusafety and protection. The result was, that
eighteen or nineteen of these Caciques came aoddpthemselves in the power of the Spaniards; and
it is an astonishing instance of the barbarity fotlgh of the Spanish captain Narvaez, that he patrt
in chains, and expressed an intention of burniegithlive. Probably he thought that the province by
this means, losing all its chiefs at one blow, widoécome hopeless and obedient. The Clerigo in the
strongest manner protested against this monstreashtery, to which he would have been so
unwilling a party; and partly by entreaties, patilythreats, succeeded in procuring the releasé of
these Caciques except one, the most powerful, wasooarried to Velazquez, but was afterwards set at
liberty.

This seems a strange method of assuring and paificthe Indians; but their want of resources,
and the absence of any experience of such waeghtd now to encounter, if they made any
resistance, caused them easily to succumb. ThedisaCuba was now considered to be pacificated,
and Pamphilo de Narvaez and Las Casas were orttejaid Velazquez at Xagua.

B
CHAPTERIII.

The Conversion of Las Casa$lis Voyage to SpairrHe goes to Court-The Death of King
Ferdinand.

LAS CASAS, as the reader will hereafter see, hadyntigubles and sorrows to bear; but at this
particular period he was blessed with that whichlwgays one of the greatest blessings, but which,
like hospitality in a partially civilized countrgeems to have flourished more, as being more needed
in rude, hard times. In a word, he had a real &idrhis friend's name was Pedro de la Renteriair The



friendship was most intimate, and had subsistedifmmy years. De Renteria, as often happens in
friendship, presented a curious contrast to Laagdde was a man who might well have been a
monk—a devout, contemplative person, given muddotitude and prayer; and Las Casas mentions a
trait in his character which exactly coincides vitte rest of it, namely, that he was a most liberal
man; but that his liberality seemed rather to ffoovn habit and a carelessness about worldly goods
than from a deliberate judgment exercised in matébenevolence. This good man's occupations,
however, were entirely secular, and be was employddiego Velazquez as Alcalde.

When the island was considered to be settled anGtvernor began to givepartimientos,
knowing the friendship that existed between Lasa€asmd Renteria, he gave them a large village in
common, and Indians mepartimiento[8] This land of theirs was about a league from Xaguahe
river Arimao; and there they lived, the Clerigo imaythe greater part of the management of the joint
affairs, as being much the more lively and the darusian. Indeed, he confesses that he money was as
much engaged as others in sending Indians to thesnaind making as large a profit of their labour as
possible. At the same time, however, he was kirtlém personally, and provided carefully for their
sustenance; but, to use his own words, “he toakoe heed than the other Spaniards to bethink
himself that his Indians were unbelievers, anchefduty that there was on his part to give them
instruction, and to bring them to the bosom of@meirch of Christ.” [9]

As there was but one other clerigo in the wholanid| and no friar, it was necessary for Las Casas
occasionally to say mass and to preach. It happératdie had to do so on “the Feast of Pentecdost,”
the year 1514; and studying either the sermondithareached himself, or that he heard the other
clerigo preach at this time, he began to ponder cegain passages (“ authorities” he calls them) o
Scripture.

The 34th chapter of Ecclesiasticus, the 18th, 18, 21st and 22nd verses, first arrested, and
then enchained, his attention:—

“He that sacrificeth of a thing wrongfully gottehis offering is ridiculous: and the gifts of unjust
men are not accepted.

“The Most High is not pleased with the offeringsioé wicked: neither is he pacified for sin by the
multitude of sacrifices.

“Whoso bringeth an offering of the goods of the pdoeth as one that killeth the son before his
father's eyes.

“The bread of the needy is their life; he that datteth him thereof is a man of blood.

“He that taketh away his neighbour's living slaykitn; and he that defraudeth the labourer of his
hire is a bloodshedder.”

I think that the Clerigo might have dwelt upon af¢he remaining verses of the chapter with great
profit:—

“When one prayeth, and another curseth, whose waitéhe Lord hear?”

In recounting the steps which led to his conversi@s Casas takes care to say, that what he had
formerly heard the Dominicans preach in Hispaniede, at this critical period of his life, of great
service to him. Then he had only slighted theirdgpbut he now particularly remembers a contest he
had with a certaifReligiosowho refused to give him absolution, because hegssssl Indians. This
is an instance of the great mistake it may be td four tongue about the truth, for fear it should
provoke contest and harden an adversary in higapifihe truths which he has heard sink into a man
at some time or other: and, even when he retiees & contest, apparently fixed in his own concéits,
would often be found that if he had to renew thetest the next day, he would not take up quite the
same position that he had maintained before. Thd geed sown by the Dominicans had now, after
having been buried for some years, found a mogfutsoil; and it shot up in the ardent soul oéth
Clerigo like grain in that warm land of the tropigson which he stood. Las Casas studied the
principles of the matter: from the principles hened to considering the facts about him; and, With
candid mind thus fully aroused, he soon came tetimelusion that the system r@partimientosvas
iniquitous, [10] and that he must preach against it

What, then, must he do with his own Indians? Allasas necessary to give them up! Not that he
grudged giving them up for any worldly motive, lnet felt that no one in Cuba would be as
considerate towards them as he, even in the ddyis dirkness, had been; and that they would be



worked to death—as indeed they were. But still,ahswer to all the sermons he might preach would
be his owrrepartimientoof Indians. He resolved to give them up.

Now, as Las Casas was not only the friend, bup#rner, of Pedro de Renteria, this determination
on the part of the Clerigo was a matter which waifdct the interests of his friend; and, unluckily
Renteria happened to be absent from home at thés tiaving gone to Jamaica upon their joint
affairs. Las Casas, however, went to the Govermdaxuez, and laid open his mind to him upon the
subject of theepartimientosputting the matter boldly as it concerned his lbrp's own salvation, as
well as that of Las Casas and the rest of the SpdsiThe Clerigo added, that he must give up his
own slaves, but wished that this determination tighkept secret till Pedro de Renteria should
return.

The Governor was greatly astonished; for Las Caglag, no doubt, took warmly in hand anything
he did take up at all, passed for a man fond of,gad very busy in the things of this world.
Velazquez, in replying, besought the Clerigo tosider the matter well—to take fifteen days, indeed,
to think of it—and to do nothing that he would rapef afterwards. Las Casas thanked his lordship
for his kindness, but bade him count the fifteepsdas already past; and added, that if he, LassCasa
were to repent, and were to ask for the Indiangagaen with tears of blood, God would punish the
Governor severely if he were to listen to suchcuest. Thus ended the interview; and it is to the
Governor's credit that he ever afterwards heldlegigo in greater esteem than before.

Las Casas, however, did not long confine his effattconversion to the Governor alone, nor did
he conceal his intention until his partner hadmegd home; for, when preaching on the day against o
“The Assumption of Our Lady,” he took occasion tention publicly the conclusion he had come to
as regards his own affairs, and also to urge umodngregation in the strongest manner his
conviction of the danger to their souls if theyareed theirepartimientosof Indians. All were
amazed; some were struck with compunction; othergws much surprised to hear it called a sin to
make use of the Indians as if they had been taldd sinful to make use of the beasts of the field.

After Las Casas had uttered many exhortations ingtlablic and in private, and had found that
they were of little avail, he meditated how to gdhe fountain head of authority, the King of Spain
The Clerigo's resources were exhausted: he haaimatavedi11] or the means of getting one,
except by selling a mare which was worth a hungesbg12] Resolving, however, to go, he wrote to
Renteria, telling him that business of importaneswaking him to Castille, and that unless Renteria
could return immediately, he, Las Casas, couldvait to see him—a thing, as he adds, not
imaginable by the good Renteria, so firm was thiendship.

It was a singular coincidence that, not long bethrg time, the services of the Church had also
brought into active existence very serious thoughtee breast of Pedro de Renteria. There may be a
community of thought not expressed in language; pachaps, these two good men, while apparently
engaged in their ordinary secular business, hddjawn to themselves, been communicating to each
other generous thoughts about their poor Indiahg;whad not hitherto been embodied in words.
While Renteria was waiting in Jamaica for the degpaf his business, he went into a Franciscan
monastery to spend his Lent in “retreat” (thesespaudrom the world are not to be despised!); and
there thinking over the miseries of the Indiane,ghape his thoughts had taken was, whether
something for the children, at least, might notlbae. Finally, he had come to the conclusion to ask
the King's leave to found colleges where he mightiect the young Indians, and have them instructed
and brought up. For this purpose, Renteria resdiveg to Spain himself, in order to obtain the
King's sanction; and, immediately after receivihg letter of the Clerigo, he hurried back to Cuba.

As the meeting of the friends took place in thespree of others, and as Renteria was welcomed
back by the Governor in person, they had no oppiytior any explanation until they were alone
together at night: then, in their dignified Spanighy, they agreed who should speak first, and after
friendly contention, the humble Renteria spoke fiihich was the mark of the inferior. “I have
thought sometimes,” he said, “upon the miserieesogs, and evil life which these native people a
leading; and how from day to day they are all b&iogsumed, as the people were in Hispaniola. It has
appeared to me that it would be an act of pietyat@and inform the King of this—for he cannot know
anything of it—and to ask him that at the leassheuld give us his royal licence to found some
colleges, where the children might be brought uptanght, and where we may shelter them from
such violent and vehement destruction.” [13] Lasd3aheard Renteria's words with astonishment and



reverential joy, thinking it a sign of divine fauguhat so good a man as Renteria should thus
unexpectedly confirm his own resolve.

When it was the Clerigo's turn to speak, he thgmbe-"You must know, sir and brother” (for
these people did not omit the courtesy which, haxearied in its form, affection should not presume
to dispense with), “that my purpose is no othentttago and seek a remedy for these unhappy men”
(the Indians). The Clerigo then gave a full accafrwhat he had already thought and done in this
matter, during Renteria's absence. His friend eelgh all humility, that it was not for him to gout
for Las Casas, who, as a lettered rflatrado),would know better how to establish what he should
urge. Renteria begged, therefore, that the stodkr@rchandize which he had just brought with him
from Jamaica, and the farm, their joint propertigimbe turned into money to equip Las Casas for
his journey and his stay at court; and he adde@y‘®od our Lord be He who may ever keep you in
the way and defend you.”

The farm was sold, and in this manner Las Casagweasded for his journey. Bad as the world is
said to be, there is always money forthcoming for good purpose, when people really believe in the
proposer.

At this time Pedro de Coérdova, the prelate of tleenidicans in the New World, sent over four
brethren of his order from Hispaniola to Cuba. Tiveye very welcome to Las Casas, as he was to
them. They listened with interest to his accourthefstate of the Indians in Cuba; and Brother
Bernardo, the most eloquent and learned amongst, freached to the same purpose and with fully
as much animation, as the Clerigo himself had ddheir sermons terrified the hearers, but did not
seem to change their way of proceeding. The Domnscaccordingly, resolved to send back one of
their brotherhood, Gutierrez de Ampudia, to Pedr@drdova, to inform him of the state of things at
Cuba. It was arranged that Gutierrez should accagnpas Casas, who, by giving out that he was
going to Paris, to study there and take a degmadriced to leave Cuba without attracting the retic
of the Governor, who might, perhaps, have detaliie had his true purpose and destination been
known.

So Las Casas quitted the island of Cuba in compéttiyGutierrez de Ampudia and another
Dominican, without being much observed by any ameneeting with any hindrance.

After their departure from the island, the crualtd the Spaniards towards the Indians increased,;
and, as the Indians naturally enough sought fores@fuge in flight, the Spaniards trained dogs to
pursue them. The Indians then had recourse todeus a means of escape, for they believed in a
future state of being, where Indians, ease andtiglthey thought, awaited them. Accordingly they
put themselves to death, whole families doing getteer, and villages inviting other villages tanjoi
them in their departure from a world that was nwker tolerable to them. Some hanged themselves;
others drank the poisonous juice of the Yuca.

One pathetic and yet ludicrous occurrence is meation connection with this practice of suicide
amongst the Indians. A number of them belongingne master had resolved to hang themselves, and
so to escape from their labours and their suffatifitne master being made aware of their intention,
came upon them just as they were about to camyoiteffect. “Go seek me a rope, t00,” he exclaimed
“for | must hang myself with you.” He then gave & understand that he could not live without
them, as they were so useful to him; and that h&t gmwhere they were going. They, believing that
they would not get rid of him even in a future staf existence, agreed to remain where they were;
and with sorrow laid aside their ropes to resuned tabours.

Meanwhile, Las Casas and his companions were py$heir journey, having arrived at the port
of Hanaguana, in Hispaniola. Father Gutierrez, pplg fell ill of a fever and died on the road;tbu
Las Casas reached St. Domingo in safety. On agriviare, he found that the Prelate of the
Dominicans was absent, having just commenced ageofa the purpose of founding monasteries in
the Terra-firma, being accompanied not only by nsookhis own order, but also by Franciscans, and
by some monks from Picardy, who had lately comia¢oindies.

It happened that a great storm compelled the Rralad his company to return to port; and thus
Las Casas was fortunate enough to obtain an ietenwith one of whom he ever speaks with great
veneration, the Prelate of the Dominicans, Pedré@teova.



This excellent monk received Las Casas very kinathgl applauded his purpose greatly, but at the
same time gave but little hope of its being broughd successful termination in King Ferdinand's
time, on account of the credit which, he said,Bishop of Burgos and the Secretary, Lope
Conchillos, had with the King, and their being egiti in favour of the system oépartimientosand
moreover possessing Indians themselves.

The Clerigo, grieved but not dismayed at thesedgjaleclared his intention to persevere, to the
delight of Pedro de Cordova, who, as the Dominicanastery was very poor, and only partly built,
resolved to send Antonio Montesino, one of his nsgitk company with Las Casas to the King, to
solicit alms for completing the building. Moreovédrany opportunity should offer, he was to aid the
Clerigo in his mission. And so, in September, 13Hs Casas, Montesino, and another brother
embarked at St. Domingo for Spain.

After their arrival at Seville, Montesino presentass Casas to the Archbishop of Seville, Don
Fray Diego de Deza, a prelate in great favour Witig Ferdinand, who had been persuading the King
to come to his diocese, as being an excellent tdirite the aged. This advice Ferdinand had listened
to, and was now making his way from Burgos to thatB of Spain. The Archbishop received Las
Casas graciously, and furnished him with letterth&oKing and to some of the courtiers. Armed with
these letters, the Clerigo continued his journeg, faund the King at Plasencia, arriving thereva fe
days before Christmas in the year 1515. Las Cdmased the ministers Lope de Conchillos and the
Bishop of Burgos, knowing how prejudiced they wigtely to be; but he sought an interview with the
King, and, obtaining it, spoke at large to the Mwaheof the motives which had brought him to Spain.
He had come, he said, to inform his Highness ofstangs and sufferings of the Indians, and of how
they died without a knowledge of the Faith and withthe Sacraments, of the ruin of the country, of
the diminution of the revenue ; and he concludeddyng, that as these things concerned both the
King's conscience and the welfare of his realm,amtb be understood they must be stated in detail,
he begged for another and a long audience. Femdijmanv an old and ailing man, whose death was
near at hand, did not deny Las Casas the secomehaeche asked for, but said he would willingly
hear him some day during the Christmas Festival.

In the mean time, Las Casas poured his complagaimst the King's ministers, and his narrative of
the wrongs of the Indians, into the ears of thegki€onfessor, Tomas de Matienzo, who, repeating
them to the King, received orders to tell Las Casag to Seville and wait there for the King's
coming (Ferdinand was about to set off immediatel§)en he would give him a long audience, and
provide a remedy for the evils he complained ok Tonfessor advised Las Casas to see the Bishop
of Burgos, [14] who had the chief management ofdndffairs, and also Conchillos, for, as he
observed, the matter would ultimately have to cam@their hands; and, perhaps, when they had
heard all the miseries and evils which the Cledgold tell them, they would soften. Las Casas, to
show that he was not obstinate, sought out thesestais, and submitted his viewa and his
information to them. Conchillos received the Clengith the utmost courtesy and kindness, and
seems to have listened a little to what Las Caadgdntell him: the Bishop, on the contrary, wasyve
rough. Las Casas finished his audience with thedgidy informing him how seven thousand
children had perished in three months; [15] andha<Clerigo went on detailing the account of the
death of these children, the ungodly Bishop brokeith these words, “Look you, what a droll fool,
what is this to me, and what is it to the King?”vbich Las Casas replied: “Is it nothing to your
Lordship, or to the King, that all these souls dtdqerish? Oh great and eternal God ! And to whom
then is it of any concern?” And, having said theseds, he took his leave.

Considering the number of excellent churchmen witosgluct comes out nobly in the discovery
and colonization of the Indies, it is not surprggthat we should meet with one bad bishop; bt it i
almost heartbreaking to consider, that ihisone who could have done more than all the rest to
redress the wrongs of the Indians, and to recd¥airain the New World. Let men in power see what
one bad appointment may do!

Las Casas soon after left the court for Sevillegrgralmost the first thing he heard of on his
arrival, was the death of the King, which took glat Madrigalejos, a little village on the road to
Seville, on the 23rd of January, 1516.



B
CHAPTER III.

Las Casas sees the Cardinal Ximenéte is appointed to go out and inquire into the vwgsof
the Indians, with the Jeronimite Fathers, and md@etector of the Indians™ He returns to Spain.

As soon as Las Casas heard of the King's deattrgpared to go to Flanders, to produce what
impression he could upon the new King; but, presipto taking this step, he went to Madrid, to lay
his statement of the wrongs of the Indians befoeeGardinal-Governor Ximenes, and the
Ambassador Adrian. They were governing conjointliynenes having been appointed regent by
Ferdinand during the minority of Charles the Fitthd Adrian of Utrecht (who had been Charles's
tutor) having been instructed by the young Kin@¢bin concert with the Cardinal.

Las Casas resolved to let them know of his intefdechey, and to tell them that if they could
remedy the evils he complained of he would stap wiem; if not, he would go on to Flanders.

He drew up his statement in Latin, and began bint¢py before Adrian. That good man was
horrified at what he read; and without delay he tirto the apartment of the Cardinal (for the two
great men were lodged in the same building), tahaskif such things could be. The result of the
conference was, that Las Las Casas Casas was eddiynXimenes that he need not proceed to
Flanders, but that a remedy for the evils he spblehould be found there, at Madrid.

The associates whom the Cardinal took into couteiear what Las Casas had to tell of Indian
affairs, were the Ambassador Adrian, the Licenté&dpata, Dr. Caravajal, Dr. Palacios Rubios, and
the Bishop of Avila. These important personagesmsaned the Clerigo many times before them, and
heard what he had to say. In the course of themenigs a curious circumstance took place, which is
well worth recording. During one of these junta][the cardinal ordered that the laws of Burgos (th
last laws made touching the Indians) should be.réa&gla slight circumstance, but serves to give
some indication of the excellence of the Cardiisahanan of business and a member of a council, that
he should wish to know exactly where the matter,\@ad what they were to start from. The Clerk of
the Junta, an old retainer of Conchillos, whendmaeto the law about giving a pound of meat to the
Indians on Sundays and feastdays, probably thinkiagthis in some way touched himself or his
friends, read it wrongly. Las Casas, who knew #veslalmost by heart, at once exclaimed, “The law
does not say that.” The Cardinal bade the clerdf ite@gain. He gave the same reading. Las Casas sai
again, “That law says no such thing.” The Cardinahoyed at these interruptions, exclaimed, “Be
silent, or look to what you say.” But Las Casas waisto be silenced by fear, when he knew himself
to be in the right. “Your Lordship may order my Hea be cut off,” he exclaimed, “if what the clerk
reads is what the law says.” Some members of thm€ilatook the papers from the clerk's hands, and
found that Las Casas was right. “You may imagihe,’adds, “that that clerk (whose name, for his
honour's sake, | will not mention) wished that laé hot been born, so that he might not have met
with the confusion of face he then met with.” Laas@s concludes by remarking, “that the Clerigo lost
nothing of the regard which the Cardinal had fonhand the credit which he gave to him.”

The result of these meetings was, that the Cardipadinted Las Casas and Dr. Palacios Rubios,
who had all along shown great interest in favouthefindians, to draw up a plan for securing their
liberty and arranging their government. At the egjwf Las Casas, Antonio Montesino was
afterwards added to this committee. Their way otpeding was as follows. Las Casas, as the more
experienced in the matter, made the rough dradhgfproposition, which he then showed to Antonio
Montesino, who generally approved it, then to thetdr, who did the same, except that he perhaps
added to it, and put it in official language. Itsmhen taken to the Cardinal and the Ambassaddr; an
council held upon it.

The thing to be done and the mode of doing it vilews after much labour arrived at: the
legislation was accordingly complete. And now tleespns who were to have the great charge of
administering the law had to be sought out. Thalitat bade Las Casas find these persons; but the



Clerigo, from his absence for so long a time froastlle, did not know fit persons, and begged to
give the commission back into the Cardinal's hapdssenting at the same time a memorial in which
he stated what in his opinion were the qualifiaagior the office in question. The Cardinal, snglin
observed to Las Casas, “Well, Father, we have gmud persons.”

The Cardinal resolved to look for his men amonkstXeronimite monks, on account of administer
their not being mixed up with the contention thad lalready taken place between the Franciscans and
Dominicans touching the fitness of the Indiansffeedom. Ximenes, accordingly, wrote to that effect
to the General of the Order, who called a chaptben twelve of the brethren were named, and a
deputation of four priors was sent to the Cardioahform him of the nomination.

Las Casas, who was naturally anxious about the @amnsfithe Jeronimites, went one Sunday
morning to hear mass at their convent near to Maditiere he found a venerable man praying in the
cloister: upon asking him whether there was anlyrepthe Cardinal's missive, the old man told him,
that he was one of the priors who had brought awan that they arrived last night, and that the
Cardinal, having been made aware of their arrivak to come to the convent that day.

Accordingly, in the course of the day, the Cardianadl Adrian came with a cavalcade of courtiers
to the convent. The monks received the Junta isdbesty, the main body of the courtiers remaining
outside in the choir; amongst them, doubtlesssmbismall chagrin, the Bishop of Burgos, long
accustomed to direct Indian affairs, but now ofanthority in them.

The Cardinal, after thanking the Order for the tesfaheir reply, and magnifying the work in
hand, desired Las Casas to be called for, who, gvegtht delight, walked through the assembled
courtiers, much regarded by them, but most ofalhe conjectures, by the Bishop of Burgos.

Entering the sacristy, Las Casas knelt down befa@déCardinal, who told him to thank God that
the desires which God had given him were in the efdyeing accomplished. The Cardinal then
informed him that the priors had brought twelve raraf persons who might be chosen for the work,
but that three would suffice. His Eminence addedt this night Las Casas should have letters of
credit to the General of the Jeronimites and mdaoefiis journey, and that he was to go and confer
with that Prelate about the choice of the threfrming the General of the requisite qualitiestfte
office in question. Las Casas was then to bringptat the first Jeronimite of the chosen three whom
he should find ready to accompany him. The despatshould thereupon be prepared, after which he
might at once set off with them [17] for Seville.

We may observe throughout that nothing lingerbi@Gardinal's hands. Commonplace statesmen
live by delay, believe in it, hope in it, pray tobut his Eminence worked as a man who knew tieat t
night was coming, “in which no man can work.”

Las Casas, almost in tears with joy, poured outi@aks and blessings on the Cardinal, and
concluded by saying, that the money was not neggdsa that he had enough to sustain him in this
business. The Cardinal smiled, and said, “Go tthdtal am richer than you ardAnd4, Padre, que
yo soy mas rico que vogynd then Las Casas went out, “the Cardinal sayiagyriavourable things
of some one who shall be nameless.” [18]

The Clerigo received his letters, conferred with @eneral of the Order of St. Jerome, and three
brethren were chosen. Their names were Luis desFogu Prior of La Mejorada; Alonso de Santo
Domingo, Prior of the Convent of Ortega; and Bedives Manzanedo.

Las Casas brought with him Bernardino Manzaneddadrid; the other two joined him there, and
they all lived with him at his inn.

Afterwards, however, they went to a hospital ofrtibeyn Order in that city. While staying there,
they were waylaid, so to speak, by the agentdi®Spanish colonists, who told them all manner of
things against the Indians, and spoke ill of LasaSaand, in the end, succeeded, as he thinks, in
prejudicing the minds of the Fathers to that extédvat even before they set out, Las Casas and Dr.
Palacios Rubios began to think that no good woafdecof this mission, which promised at the first
so well.

The preparations, however, for their departure waniand their orders and instructions were made
ready. The first order wascadula,to the effect that, on their arrival at St. Dominteey should take
away all the Indians belonging to members of thard, or to any other absentees. The second was,
that they should also deprive the judges and afficethe Indies of their Indians. The third wdmatt
they should hold a court of impeachment upon @&lljtiiges and other officers in the colony, “who
had lived, as the saying is, ‘as Moors withoutragkr



Then came the main body of instructions, whichll mét quote here, and concerning which it is
sufficient to say that Las Casas was dissatisfiglal nvany of them, and especially with regard to the
compulsory [19] working at the mines, and the payie be demanded from the Indians for whatever
cattle and implements were to be furnished themwble also averse to the provision for the capture
of the Caribs, and declared that all these thingiewnserted contrary to his wishes. | hardly sag, h
without prophetic vision, any body of statesmethatt time, who had not themselves been in the
Indies, could have been wise and foreseeing entuigtave the Indians alone in their settlements, no
compelling them to go to the mines, but lookingsard to the time when they would become
civilized and taxable communities.

The despatches for the Jeronimite Fathers beingcooiuded, other matters connected with this
great proposed reform were brought to a close Qzemas was by @edulaformally appointed to
advise and inform the Jeronimite Fathers, to bmimespondence with the government, and generally
to take such steps in the matter as might be ®séhnvice of God and their Highnesses. All authesrit
were to abet him in the same. He was also namesté€or of the Indians,” with a salary of a hundred
pesof gold, which he himself observes, “was then maidns, little, as that hell of Per(ihfierno
del Peru)‘had not been discovered, which, with its multitudejuintalsof gold, has impoverished
and destroyed Spain.” These are remarkable wordbdbtime.

It now only remained that the legal part of theoraf contemplated by Ximenes should be provided
for. To ensure this, the Cardinal chose a lawyeepfite named Zuazo, giving him very large powers.
He was to take eesidencig20] of all the Judges in the Indies, and what was afenmoportance, his
decisions were not to be appealed against. Thentizte Zapata and Dr. Caravajal called these powers
exorbitant, and refused to give their signatureichvivas necessary, to the instructions. This led to
much delay. Zuazo threatened to return to Valladaslaying, if he once returned to his college, ne o
should get him out of it again. Upon this Las Cadsasied off to the Cardinal, who supposed that
Zuazo had already gone upon his mission, when kg0 informed his Eminence of the delay and
the cause of it. The Cardinal, who, as Las Casasdhserves, was not a man to be played with
(ninguno con él se burlabagent for the Licentiate Zapata and Dr. Caravaja, lzade them in his
presence sign all the provisions of the power&t@zo: which they did, putting, however, a certain
private mark to their signatures, which was to demndhat they intended afterwards to say, namely,
that the Cardinal had forced them to sign.

At last, all was ready for these seeds of welld=Viggislation to be taken out and sown in the
Indies. Las Casas went to take leave of Ximenes@hiss hands. He could not on this occasion
refrain from uttering his mind to the Cardinallited him that the Jeronimite Fathers would do no
good thing, and informing Las Casas him of theieimiews with the agents from the colonies. It
moves our pity to think that the sick old man, viedwenough with rapacious Flemish courtiers and
untameable Spanish grandees, should now be ttdal,heef had given so much time and attention to
this business of the Indies, that the mission walalsho good. Well may Las Casas add, that the
Cardinal seemed struck with alarm; and that, &tshort time, he said, “Whom then can we trust?
You are going there: be watchful for all.” Uponghafter .receiving the Cardinal's benediction, Las
Casas left for Seville.

The Jeronimite Fathers and the Clerigo then comatktiteir voyage,—in different vessels,
however, for probably being somewhat tired of lisedurses, and perhaps not wishing to alarm the
colonists more than could be helped by being sesnch close contact with one so odious to them as
Las Casas, the Fathers had contrived on some ptetprevent his going with them, though he much
wished it; and when they arrived at St. Domingeyteeemed inclined there, too, to take a separate
course from what he thought right. He speaks ahthe gained over by the shrewd official men they
fell amongst, such as the Treasurer Fasamontésdouwtse with Las Casas, the Fathers began, he
says, to gild over and excuse the inhumanity ottiienists; and what was a shameful defect in their
mode of proceeding according to his view of theecisey did not put in execution the charge they
had received, to take away the Indians from thenSpaludges and men in office, though they
deprived the absentees of their Indians.

In three months' time Zuazo arrived. Las Casasneswaived on a bold, perhaps we may say, a
violent step, though if we had been eyewitnesseseo€ruelties that he had seen, our indignatike, |
his, might not always have, been amenable to paaldite resolved, himself, to impeach the



Judges.[21] To use his own phrase, he brought stgiem a tremendous accusafijpasoles una
terrible acusacion)both in respect to their conduct in bringing Indidrom the Lucayan islands, and
also in reference to the infamous proceedings atadevith an incident in Cumana, where two poor
Dominicans were left to be murdered by the nati@esstainly, if any charges were to be made against
these Judges, it must be admitted that the suljéeiscusation were well chosen.

The Jeronimite Fathers were much grieved at th $tep being taken by Las Casas. They
evidently wished to manage things quietly; and weoeeeding mainly with the second class of
remedies for the Indians, giving thenr@partimientoto such of the colonists as they thought well of,
and publishing the orders for ameliorating the dtborl of the subject people. The Fathers seem en th
whole to have made great efforts to do good, whdaist not pass without due recognition. | think
with Las Casas, that if they had ventured to attepscheme, which he, Dr. Palacios Rubios, and
Antonio Montesino, had planned (the main pointe/bich were, the doing away with the system of
repartimientosand compulsory working at the mines), it would haeen better; and there is no doubt
that, while Ximenes lived, they would have had #igently powerful protector to enable them to
carry out such a measure. But, though not detedr@éneugh to carry out such a bold undertaking,
which few men, indeed, would have had couragediod, leaving many of the colonists in possession
of their Indians, they still made great effortstory out the second class of measures for thef i@
the Indians and the benefit of the colony.

Las Casas may complain of the Jeronimites, buvé¢ Im® doubt they were more vigorous, and
aimed at better purposes than almost any meraadffiersons would have done: and their conduct
illustrates to my mind what | have long thought agovernment,—that there are occasions when
those do best in it who are not strictly bred upifoand who are not, therefore, likely to have th
vigour and force of their natures encrusted witltiree and deadened by a slavish belief in the
incomplete traditions of the past.

Such measured proceedings as the Jeronimite Faithfinst adopted did not accord with the
temperament of Las Casas; neither were they suckdies as the fearful nature of the disease
demanded. Moreover, in addition to his disapprofaheir measures, he distrusted the men
themselves. He states that they had relations wheynwished to benefit in the island of Hispaniola,
but as they feared him too much to do so therg,tbeommended these relations to Diego Velazquez,
the Governor of Cuba; and Las Casas observedpthdetter which he happened to see when they
were about to close it, they signed themselvesapdins to Your Honour{Capellanes de Vuestra
Merced),a mode of describing themselves which seemed tabmlusive of the position the Fathers
were going to take up with regard to this Goverfidve Protector of the Indians, therefore, resobeed
return to Castille and to appeal against the Fatlard in this resolve he was strengthened by the
opinion of Zuazo and of Pedro de Cordova, who atilitinued to be the head of the Dominican Order
in those parts.

The Fathers were much disconcerted when they luédhe intention of Las Casas to return to
court, saying that he was a torch that would setygking in a flame, and they had thoughts of
stopping him; but this was not within the scopé¢hefir powers. What they could do, and what they
afterwards did, was to send one of their own badyourt, to make representations on their behalf.

Meanwhile the Clerigo left St. Domingo in May, 158nd in July reached Aranda on the Douro,
where he found Cardinal Ximenes at the point offiddaas Casas seems to have been fated to appear
to great personages a few days before their d€aithitime, though, whatever complaints he might
have been able to make of the administration aaimdffairs, he had nothing to say which could
wound the conscience of the dying statesman. Teggols letters to Ximenes had, he says, been
intercepted, and, in the little that passed betwkem then, the Protector of the Indians found the
Cardinal illinformed of what had occurred in Hispaa.



CHAPTER IV.

Las Casas is introduced to the Grand Chancellod Eys his Emigration Scheme before the king
His Plans are checked by the Death of the Chaneellde holds a Controversy with the Bishop of
Burgos.

THOSE who have never lived at courts have beenagtyo magnify the vice and treachery of
such places, just as those who dwell in the cowaryprone to believe in the singular wickedness of
towns; but, after all, Virtue, like the rest of b&ing sometimes very weary of dulness, quits grove
and primeval settlements, to take up her abodepualished people. And, certainly, whenever the
course of this narrative conducts us to the cduBipain, even the most cursory reader cannotdail t
have the pleasure of observing that there wasaat &/mpathy for the injured, and generally, insom
quarter or other, an earnest endeavour to redressrong, which stand in striking and favourable
contrast with the terrible oppressions and misdéestsmeet his eyes at every turn in the pageshwhic
record the proceedings of the Spanish colonisis.like coming into daylight again after sudden
darkness. | cannot illustrate this contrast béttan by an incident which occurred in Trinidad abou
this time, and which will serve to show what endiesi were occasionally perpetrated in the West
Indies, even under the supervision of the Jerorigithers. Such a narrative, moreover, will giva us
deeper interest in the efforts of the Protectdahefindians, will explain his vehemence, and tend t
justify his views.

Here, too, | must premise that Las Casas, accotdingy observation of his writings and
character, may be thoroughly trusted whenever Bpaaking of things of which he has competent
knowledge. Seeing his vehemence, an ordinary obsemght be apt to doubt his accuracy, though
there has never been a greater mistake, or a mahcommon one, than to confound vehemence
with inaccuracy. Far from being an inaccurate nm@nwas studiously accurate, which is to be seen
throughout his history in all manner of little thg His countenance, [22] too, though benevolence
may be its chief characteristic, gives strong iatlans of acuteness, firmness, and refinementjsand
rather the face of a lawyer or a statesman tham @fcclesiastic. Indeed he was not especiallyfitte
for an ecclesiastic, [23] excepting in so far asan of the world, if essentially a good man, makena
an excellent ecclesiastic, as often happens. Hema®over, a gentleman, and in his history shows
delicacy and kindness in suppressing names where it no occasion to mention them, and where
the bringing persons forward would give them oirtdescendants unnecessary pain.

The following narrative of what occurred at Trinijdo hear which we are going to quit the court
of Spain for a time, is given on the authority afsLCasas.

There was a certain man named Juan Bono, and hem@eyed by the members of thediencia
of St. Domingo to go and obtain Indians. He andchies, to the number of fifty or sixty, landed oe th
island of Trinidad. Now the Indians of Trinidad wea mild, loving, credulous race, the enemies ef th
Caribs who ate human flesh. On Juan Bono's lantliegindians, armed with bows and arrows, went
to meet the Spaniards, and to ask them who theg,\@aed what they wanted. Juan Bono replied, that
his crew were good and peaceful people, who haddortive with the Indians; upon which, as the
commencement of good fellowship, the natives offdécebuild houses for the Spaniards. The Spanish
captain expressed a wish to have one large houiseTthe accommodating Indians set about building
it. It was to be in the form of a bell, and to bege enough for a hundred persons to live in. Gn an
great occasion it would hold many more. Every dayije this house was being built, the Spaniards
were fed with fish, bread, and fruit by their gawatured hosts. Juan Bono was very anxious to gee th
roof on, and the Indians continued to work at thigding with alacrity. At last it was completed,
being two stories high, and so constructed thadhathin could not see those without. Upon a
certain day Juan Bono collected the Indians togethen, women, and children, in the building, to
see, as he told them, “what was to be done.” Wiheltleg thought they were coming to some festival,
or that they were to do something more for thetgnease, does not appear. However, there they all
were, four hundred of them, looking with much detigt their own handiwork. Meanwhile, Juan
Bono brought his men round the building, with draswords in their hands: then, having thoroughly
entrapped his Indian friends, he entered with &gerarmed men, and bade the Indians keep still, o
he would kill them. They did not listen to him, bushed against the door. A horrible massacre



ensued. Some of the Indians forced their way autpiany of them, stupified at what they saw, and
losing heart, were captured and bound. A hundredekier, escaped, and, shatching up their arms,
assembled in one of their own houses, and prepamefend themselves. Juan Bono summoned them
to surrender: they would not hear of it; and theenl.as Casas says, “he resolved to pay them
completely for the hospitality and kind treatmeathad received,” and so, setting fire to the hotiee,
whole hundred men, together with some women arldrefm, were burnt alive. The Spanish captain
and his men retired to the ships with their captiand his vessel happening to touch at Porto Rico
when the Jeronimite Fathers were there, gave amtésiLas Casas to complain of this proceeding to
the Fathers, who, however, did nothing in the wianemedy or punishment. The reader will be
surprised to hear the Clerigo's authority for theplorable narrative. It is Juan Bono himself. ‘fro
his own mouth | heard that which | write. Juan Bac&nowledged that never in his life had he met
with the kindness of father and mother but in #ierid of Trinidad. ‘Well, then, man of perdition,
why did you reward them with such ungrateful wickesls and cruelty?On my faith, Padre, because
they (he meant the auditors) gave me for destnu¢he meaninstruction)to take them in peace if |
could not by war.™

Such were the transactions which Las Casas musthain his mind when he was pleading the
cause of the Indians at the court of Spain; antritza would have been more than mortal, who,
brooding over these things, and struggling to ingmedy for them, was always temperate in his
language and courtly in his demeanour. | feel dmnft that St. Paul would not have been so.

Returning now to the court of Spain, | will recowvtiat took place immediately after the death of
the great Cardinal. On that event the administnadiothe affairs of Spain fell inevitably into much
confusion. The King, as mentioned before, was enfieen years old; and it could not be expected
that he was yet to have much real weight in affdifsas been a common saying, that he did not give
promise, at this period of his life, of the sagagihich he afterwards manifested. This is a mistake
The truth is, that Charles was as a boy what heetlout to be as a man—grave, undemonstrative,
cautious, thoughtful, valiant. No doubt he was vavgervant ; and I think it is manifest that the
information he now obtained about Indian affaivgaged him throughout his reign, and influenced
him in the advice he gave in a great matter, caegewith the government of the Spanish colonies,
which occurred many years after, at a period wheehad withdrawn for the most part from all human
affairs. At this time of his life he trusted to lusuncillors, like a sensible boy, was very coristan
them, and exceedingly liberal to all persons abiut

The two men who had now the supreme authority airg§pvere Chiévres, [25] the King's former
Governor, and his present Lord Chamberlain—andtaend Chancellor, Jean Salvage, Chievres
called by the Spaniards Selvagius. The Chancedlitled all matters connected with justice; the nthe
those connected with patronage.

Las Casas speaks well of the disposition of thenkfigs, especially of their humanity; and he
seems to think that the Chancellor was an uprigi.m

These ministers were not without their especigplesities. They did not know whom to trust, or
what to do: and they were too cautious to act witisofficient knowledge. They did not even know
the language of the country they governed. The Kintgself was busy learning it. In this state of
things the public business languished.

The affairs of the Indies, however, gained muchevaitention than might have been expected at
this juncture. It happened thus: as Las Casas t&is Bomingo, on his way to appeal against the
proceedings of the Jeronimite Fathers, he hadtbese Franciscan monks from Picardy, who had
now been some time in the island, and, as the reaag remember, had formed part of Pedro de
Cordova's company, when he set out for the Ternaafi These monks, with others, had signed letters
of recommendation in favour of Las Casas, and lmgddortune some of the foreign monks were
known known to the Grand Chancellor, and their &igres proved a favourable introduction for the
Protector of the Indians. He soon enlarged theratdgas arising from this introduction; and at last
became on such terms with the Chancellor, thattigiat functionary used to give Las Casas all the
letters and memorials from the colonists or thefiresentatives, and the Clerigo then turned thém in
Latin, and made his remarks upon them, showing wiagttrue and what was false, or wherein he
approved, or dissented from, the views of the wrRkially, the Grand Chancellor spoke of Las Casas



to the King, and received his Highness's commamaisthey two should consult together, and provide
a remedy for the bad government of the Indies.[26]

Again, therefore, great hopes might naturally bierained that something effectual would now be
done on behalf of the Indians. Las Casas prepasaddmorials, taking for his basis the plan which
the Jeronimites had carried out to Hispaniola,wahith by this time they had partially acted upoe. H
added, however, some other things; amongst thexhpflsecuring to the Indians their entire liberty.
And he provided a scheme for furnishing Hispanvaid labourers from the mother country.

The outline of this scheme was as follows:—The Kirgs to give to every labourer willing to
emigrate to Hispaniola his living during the jouyrfeom his place of abode to Seville, at the rdte o
half areal a day throughout the journey, for great and srohlld and parent. At Seville the emigrants
were to be lodged in théasa de la Contrataciofthe India House), and were to have from eleven to
thirteenmaravedisa day. From thence they were to have a free passadjepaniola, and to be
provided with food for a year.[27] And if the cliteg‘should try them so much,” that at the expinatio
of this year they should not be able to work famiselves, the King was to continue to maintain
them, but this extra maintenance was to be put dowime account of the emigrants, as a loan which
they were to repay. The King was to give them lalh@ss own lands), furnish them with ploughshares
and spades, and provide medicines for them. Lastgtever rights and profits accrued from their
holdings were to become hereditary. This was a@ytai most liberal plan of emigration. And, in
addition, there were other privileges held outralicements to these labourers.

In connection with the above scheme, Las Casasrtungtely for his reputation in after ages,
added another provision, namely, that each Spaestent in the island should have licence to
import a dozen negro slaves.

The origin of this suggestion was, as he informghet the colonists had told him, that if licence
were given them to import a dozen negro slaves, d¢hel, the colonists, would then set free the
Indians. And so, recollecting that statement ofdblenists, he added this provision. Las Casas,
writing his history in his old age, thus frankly nsvhis error: “This advice, that licence should be
given to bring negro slaves to these lands, thagdi€Casas first gave, not considering the injastic
with which the Portuguese take them, and make giawes; which advice, after he had apprehended
the nature of the thing, he would not have giverafbhe had in the world. For he always held that
they had been made slaves unjustly and tyrannigcétiythe same reason holds good of them as of the
Indians.” [28] The above confession is delicateld &uthfully worded—"not considering”—he does
not say, not being aware of; but, though it wasasten known to him, his moral sense was not
watchful, as it were, about it. We must be caraftlto press the admissions of a generous mind too
far, or to exaggerate the importance of the suggest Las Casas.

It would be quite erroneous to look upon this sstjiga as being the introduction of negro slavery.
From the earliest times of the discovery of Amerigagroes had been sent there; and the young King
Charles had, while in Flanders, granted licencdsg@ourtiers for the importation of negroes into
Hispaniola. But, what is of more significance, avithat it is strange that Las Casas was not aware of,
or did not mention, the Jeronimite Fathers had edsoe to the conclusion that negroes must be
introduced into the West Indies. Writing in Janydry18, when the Fathers could not have known
what was passing in Spain in relation to this stthfpey recommended licences to be given to the
inhabitants of Hispaniola, or to other persongyring negroes there. From the tenour of their létte
appears that they had before recommended the s@mge Zuazo, the judge oésidenciaand the
legal colleague of Las, Casas, wrote to the safeeteHe, however, suggested that the negroes
should be placed in settlements, and married. Bemgandino de Manzanedo, the Jeronimite Father,
who had been sent over to counteract Las Casas tigasame advice as his brethren about the
introduction of negroes. He added a proviso, widiels not appear in their letter (perhaps it digtexi
in one of the earlier ones), that there shouldso@many women as men sent over, or more.

The suggestion of Las Casas was approved of b§thacellor, and by Adrian, the colleague of
the late Cardinal: and, indeed, it is probablediveas hardly a man of that time who would have seen
further than the excellent Clerigo did. Las Casas asked, what number of negroes would suffice?
He replied that he did not know; upon which a tettas sent to the officers of the India House at
Seville, to ascertain the fit number in their opmiThey said that four thousand would at present
suffice, being one thousand for each of the islaH@spaniola, Porto Rico, Cuba, and Jamaica.



Somebody now suggested to the Governor De Brddanaging of much influence and a member of
the Council, that he should ask for for this licena be given to him. De Bresa accordingly asked th
King for it, who granted his request; and the Flagrsold this licence to certain Genoese merchants
for twenty-five thousand ducats, having obtainesithe King a pledge that for eight years he would
give no other licence of this kind.

The consequence of this monopoly enjoyed by theo€smmerchants was, that negroes were sold
at a great price, of which there are frequent camfd. Both Las Casas and Pasamonte (rarely found
in accord) suggested to the King that it would btdy to pay the twenty-five thousand ducats and
resume the licence, or to abridge its term. Figagngiting to the Emperor from St. Domingo in July,
1520, says:— “Negroes are very much in requeste mave come for about a year. It would have
been better to have given De Bresa the custom&gite. the duties that had been usually paid on
the importation of slaves) than to have placedoaipition.” | have scarcely a doubt that the
immediate effect of the measure adopted in conseguef the Clerigo's suggestion was greatly to
check that importation of negro slaves, which otleg, had the licence been general, would have
been very abundant.

Before quitting this subject, something must be $ai Las Casas which he does not allege for
himself. [29] This suggestion of his about the wegrwas not an isolated one. Had all his suggestion
been carried out, and the Indians thereby beemriped, as | firmly believe they might have been,
these negroes might have remained a very insigmifioumber in the general population. By the
destruction of Indians a void in the laborious pdithe community was being constantly created,
which had to be filled up by the labour of negrddse negroes could bear the labour in the mines
much better than the Indians; and any man who pedé¢hat a race, of whose Christian virtues and
capabilities he thought highly, were fading awayé&gson of being subjected to labour which their
natures were incompetent to endure, and whichwlezg most unjustly condemned to, might prefer
the misery of the smaller number of another ragatéd with equal injustice, but more capable of
enduring it. | do not say that Las Casas considalidtiese things; but, at any rate, in estimaliisg
conduct, we must recollect, that we look at thetematenturies after it occurred, and see all thergx
of the evil arising from circumstances which no neanld then be expected to foresee, and which
were inconsistent with the rest of tbe Clerigoanglfor the preservation of the Indians.

| suspect that the wisest amongst us would veghlikave erred with him: and | am not sure that,
taking all his plans together, and taking for geaintas he did then, that his influence at courttowvas
last, his suggestion about the negroes was an imepmhe.

One more piece of advice Las Casas gave at thés timnich, if it had been adopted, would
Another have been most serviceable. He proposedattis for mercantile purposes, containing about
thirty persons, should be erected at intervalsgatbe coast of the Terra-firma, to traffic with
merchandize of Spain for gold, silver, and precistases; and, in each of these forts, ecclesiastics
were to be placed, to undertake the superintendafreg@ritual matters. In this scheme may be seen a
anticipation of our own plans for commercial intaucse with Africa. And, indeed, one is constantly
reminded by the proceedings in those times of \Wwhatoccurred much later and under the auspices of
other nations.

Of all these suggestions, some of them certaintgient, the only questionable one was at once
adopted. Such is the irony of life. If we may imeggimmortal beings beholding, with alternations of
hope and fear, the great contests of the world,fétal conclusion was a thing which all those who
love mankind must have regarded with poignant soand dismay.

Turning our thoughts from bad angels to bad mes,véxatious to find the Bishop of Burgos
creeping back to power just at this period. Fayrgltime the Bishop had been quite in the
background: and Conchillos, Ferdinand's ministém also formerly had great weight in the
government of the Indies, finding himself withoatyaauthority, had retired to his estate. But now,
owing, it is said, to the effect of sixteen thoudacats, or because the Bishop had been so long
engaged in the Indian administration that his atesevas felt (for Las Casas is by no Bishop of means
certain of the bribery), the Bishop was rercallethe Council; and he opposed, as quietly as hlecou
the excellent plans of Las Casas for colonizafidre Bishop said, that for these twenty years he had
been endeavouring to find labourers to go to thék) and that he had not yet found twenty men who



would go. Las Casas engaged to find three thouddraClerigo, too, could give a reason why the
Bishop had not succeeded in getting labourersngatiat it was because the Indies had been made a
penal colony.

At the time of these altercations in the Counbig tourt had been moving from Valladolid, in
order that the King might take formal possessiothefthrone of Aragon. In the course of the journey
at Aranda on the Douro, Las Casas fell ill, and lefidbehind, much regretted, as he tells us, ¢wen
boy King saying, “l wonder how Micer Bartholomew {©h qué tal estara Micer Bartoloméd)he
King, young as he was, was likely to approve obansl-hearted man like Las Casas; and, though a
person who has but one subject is apt to be rathdblesome, yet his devotedness elicits a certain
interest for him. Moreover, anything that has &éfed earnestness in it is welcome to sombre pebple.
am particular in noticing this liking of the youlgng for Las Casas, as | cannot but attribute some
the King's future proceedings with regard to thdidns to the information he was silently acquiring
from the Clerigo at this period. Thus it is thabdeseed is not lost, which should be a comforhtse
who in their own time make great efforts, and séeeffect nothing. In a few days the Clerigo, whom
the court left ill at Aranda, got better, and hewook them before they reached Saragossa. ThelGran
Chancellor received him very kindly. The great hass of the reformation of the Indian government,
of which only the part that was no reformationlahad been accomplished, was now to be proceeded
with. Again, however, it was delayed—this time hg illness of the Bishop of Burgos, who had now
to be consulted; though, as Las Casas retainddlhfavour with the Chancellor, of which there is
good evidence, the Bishop was not able to thwariibws of the Clerigo. Las Casas received at this
juncture the evidence of Father Roman concerniadntrrible cruelties committed by one of the
captains of Pedrarias, named Espinosa, which caheatkstruction of 40,000 souls; [30] and Las
Casas took care to bring this evidence before tlen€ellor, who sent him with it to the Bishop.

At last, on the Bishop's recovery, the Junta ferlibisiness of the Indies was on the point of being
called together—" to-morrow,” it may be— (Las Cagaspeaking of a certain Friday when he is to
sup with the Chancellor), when, in the eveninghat day, the Chancellor's servants tell him that a
little page of his, a nephew, who was ill in theube, is dead, at which he appeared very sorrowful.
“To-morrow” the Chancellor himself feels ill, andek not go to the palace. There are symptoms of
fever. On Monday, however, he is well enough taagythe window of his room. We may imagine
with what anxiety Las Casas heard of the illngssiay be that he was the very person who, ever on
the watch, perceived the Chancellor at the winddwi.the fever was not to be baffled: they did not
bleed the poor man in time, according to the thebthose days. He died, and on Wednesday he was
not even on the face of the earth. “And the Grahdrellor being dead, of a truth there died, fat th
time, all hope of a remedy for the Indians.”

This, as Las Casas remarks, was the second tirhevfi&h the “salvation” of those nations (the
Indians) seemed assured, and when a reverse atcane hope altogether vanished away. So
fearfully valuable is the life of a great man idespotic state: and it may console us, who liveeund
representative governments, for a certain medioant difficulty in the management of public
affairs, that at least we are not subject to thiesadful reverses occasioned by the loss of one man
What is gained by us is mostly gained by the inseaat insight in large bodies of men, and will live
and augment itself with the advancement of the iggleought of the nation.

Upon the Grand Chancellor’s death, the Bishop afBs instantly regained all his old influence in
the government of the Indies; and down went theigti€into the abysses,” as he expresses it.
Nothing was to be done with the interim Chancebiovery phlegmatic Dean, [32] who praised the
Clerigo's unwearied efforts, but could not summprenergy enough to assist him: “and certainly,” to
use our historian's own words, “when a man of desfotemperament, like the Clerigo, and an
excessively phlegmatic person, like the good Dhawe to transact business together, it is no slight
torment to each of them. However,” he slyly addsjitl not kill the Dean, such was his phlegmatic
patience.”

At this time, on the Bishop of Burgos'’s suggestiam.especial Council for Indian affairs was 1518.
formed. He was appointed president; Hernando de\ded Zapata, both of whom had connections in
the colonies, and who had themselves been depoiviedlians by the first law of Ximenes, were of
this Council; Peter Martyr, the historian, was ppon it; also Don Garcia de Padilla, the only perso



in the Council likely to take up new views. The ajpment of such a council was very disheartening
to Las Casas, who, nevertheless, like a brave mae avas, went about his work just as if all were
smooth before him and shining brightly upon him.

The first act of the Bishop was to recal the Jenit@ Fathers. Though for some time before this
they had possessed no real power (we find that léteérs to the authorities in Spain were never
answered), their presence and their influence stilshave been productive of good, and must attlea
have been felt as a considerable restraint updrdeeis. Those, therefore, who cared for the welfar
of the Indies, must have been sorry to see thevéestige of the policy of the great Ximenes now
altogether effaced from the Indian government.

It has been stated [33] that, on the Jeronimitedfatplacing the Indians in settlements, the small-
pox came among them and carried off numbers. Aglllgefore, | think this cause of the destruction
of the Indians (a very convenient one for the camqrs to allege) has been exaggerated ; and | am
confirmed in this opinion by a letter written bya&ao, which must have arrived at court about four or
five months before this time, in which he says mglof the small-pox, but assigns as one of theamai
causes of the decrease of the Indians the freghamge of government that there had been, which led
to newrepartimientosand to changes of climate and water for the Indiatéch were fatal to many
of them;—"as in a number of small things, passeidig from hand to hand, even with care, the
number is soon diminished.”

Just at this time, when the Bishop of Burgos wasyo® it with a high hand in the Council of the
Indies, a little gleam of good fortune broke maséxpectedly upon Las Casas and his cause. Insall hi
affairs at court, he had principally been convetrséth the late Chancellor; yet some knowledge of
the business for which Las Casas worked at cotint suich indomitable perseverance was doubtless
generally circulated amongst the courtiers. Amotigsin there was a certain Monsieur de Bure (a
young man, as | conjecture), who, it appears, hdesae to make himself acquainted with this
business of the Indians. He caused his wish todmerknown to the Clerigo: they had a meeting in
the palace, and Las Casas acquainted him fully thétwhole state of the case. Monsieur de Bure was
much affected by the Clerigo's narration. De Buas & powerful man, being the nephew of De
Laxao, [34] who enjoyed great influence with thedgiand who, being threommelier du corpg5]
slept in the King's room. De Laxao was a persoelwated for his wit, and probably on that account
his society was exceedingly relished by the grawenyg King. Monsieur de Bure brought Las Casas to
his uncle De Laxao, who also was much interestéddraccount which Las Casas gave of Indian
affairs, and the result was, that he found protsatothese powerful men of the King's householdl an
council.

At this time the Spanish court sent over Rodrigd-idgieroa to take mesidenciaof the auditors of
St. Domingo, and of the judges appointed by the ianmA certain Doctor de la Gama was appointed
to take aresidenciaof the in the Lieutenant-Governor of San Juan,&nidelazquez in Cuba; and
Lope de Sosa was sent to succeed Pedrarias anigoweéthe Terra-firma, and to takeesidenciaof
the same Governor. Information having been givanttie inhabitants of Trinidad were cannibals, the
King's Council resolved to order war to be madernughem; but Las Casas prevailed upon the Council
to insert in the instructions which Figueroa wasate with him, that, as the Clerigo Bartolomé @es L
Casas asserted that the natives of Trinidad wereammibals, Figueroa should, on arriving at St.
Domingo, examine carefully into the truth of thiatement. He did so, and found that these poor
islanders were not cannibals, but very quiet pe@dd-igueroa himself afterwards bore testimony.

At this period the Clerigo received a letter froedRo de Cdordova, in which, after telling of some
horrible exploits of the Spaniards in the island ohidad, and expressing himself in a way thatsee
to show he was much dissatisfied with the procegdai the Jeronimite Fathers, the good prelate of
the Dominicans went on to say, that he wished ting Mould set apart one hundred leagues on the
coast of the Terra-Firma about Cumana, to be ehsaiely by the Franciscan and Dominican monks,
for the purpose of preaching the Gospel thereddssre was, that no layman might be permitted to
enter, so that no hindrance might occur to the geadk; and he suggested, that, if Las Casas could
not obtain a hundred leagues, he should endeavalntain ten; and that, if he could not get such a
tract of land on the Terra-firma set apart for fhispose, he should try and get some little islands
called the Islands of Alonso, about fifteen or ttydeagues from the coast. The object was, that thi



land set apart might be a city of refuge for therdadians, and a place wherein to teach the Gdepel
them. Pedro de Cordova added that, if none of trexpeests should be granted, he would recal the
brethren of his Order from those parts, for it whso use their preaching “when the Indians saw
those who called themselves Christians acting posiion to Christians.”

The good Father imagined that Las Casas was vevenia at court, not knowing how things had
been changed by the death of the Chancellor, arldebseturn of the Bishop of Burgos to power. Las
Casas, however, did what he could to further tiqeest of Pedro de Cordova, but with no avail, the
Bishop of Burgos saying, the King would be well iséd indeed to grant a hundred leagues without
any profit to himself. Such was the reply, as Las#&3 notes, of one of the successors of the apostle
who laid down their lives for the sake of convensiAnd, as for profit to the King, “no profit diceh
derive for forty years and more from those hundeegues, or from eight thousand in addition, except
to have them ravaged, desolated, and destroyesl.” [3

As nothing could be done at present in the schemggested by Pedro de Cérdova, Las Casas
returned to the prosecution of his own plan, namntely sending out of labourers to the West India
islands. In this he was favoured by Cardinal Adaad the other Flemings; and he succeeded in
obtaining all the provisions and orders that hetegfor that purpose. Amongst others, he procured
that a certain esquire called Berrio, an ltalidrmguwd be appointed by the King, and called the 'king
captain. He was to accompany Las Casas, to be higlerders, and to give notice by trumpet in the
various towns of the purpose which Las Casas caraariounce. This man, however, had no intention
of really serving under the Clerigo, but he wenthi® Bishop of Burgos, and secretly got his orders
altered from “Do what he shall desire you,” to “dbat may seem good to you.” [37]

The Clerigo, with his squire and other attendases pff on his expedition for procuring emigrant
labourers. He directed his course from Saragossartts Castille, assembling the people in the
churches, and informing them of the benefits amdlpges they would acquire by emigrating.

Numbers consented to go, inscribing their nameskinok. At Berlanga, out of a population of two
hundred, more than seventy inscribed their namgsves a curious insight into those times, to see
that the inducement with these people to emigreds,to get away from the seignorial rights over
them. They came to Las Casas with the greatestge@nd he relates this speech made by four of
them. “Sefior, no one of us wishes to go to theemébr want of means here, for each of us has a
hundred thousand maravedishaiciendaand more, but we go to leave our children in a flaed
under royal jurisdiction.” [38]

As was to be expected, the lords of these places veey hostile to Las Casas; but their opposition
was a trifling evil compared to the insubordinatadrBerrio. This man often requested leave to go to
Andalucia, where his wife was. The Clerigo would albow this; they would come, he said, to
Andalucia in good time; they were upon duty nowt fom remonstrances sufficed to retain Berrio,
who came one day, booted and spurred, to the Glaaitd asked if he had any orders for Andalucia.
Las Casas then learnt for the first time that Besrio was in fact no servant of his, but free ¢cofar
himself: and the man accordingly took his departoithis most wilful fashion. The mischief did not
stop here. Berrio went to Andalucia, and, havingected about two hundred vagabonds, tapsters and
roysterers and idle people, anything but laboureesit with them to the India House at Seville. The
official persons there, having received no ordéuathem, were in complete perplexity what to do.
They shipped them off, however, in two vessels tviiappened to be on the point of sailing at that
time; and the unfortunate rabble of emigrants adiw this way at St. Domingo. There again the
official people had received no orders to providgthing for the emigrants, many of whom died;
others crowded into the hospitals; others retutoatieir former mode of life; and others preyedmpo
the Indians. Thus ended this miserable expeditiod;this ending may justly be attributed to the
outrageous conduct of the Bishop of Burgos in im¢ea despatch, after it had been signed.

Las Casas resolved to return to court. He was mtlwdssured of the facility of obtaining
emigrants, but he did not wish to do any more es@nt than he had done in the matter, considering
the probable opposition of the great lords andigfection of Berrio, and also taking into accouma t
readiness of the common people to emigrate, whiathenit only a subject of more urgent concern to
consider carefully what was to be done. When tleh@ of Burgos had heard the Clerigo's account of
his expedition, in which he told his Lordship thatcould answer for procuring not only three
thousand but eight thousand labourers, the Bishinpitswas “a great matter, a great matter indeed;”



but, as usual, nothing came of this speech, omliylila repeated and energetic remonstrances Las
Casas prevailed upon the Council to send wine amdgions after the poor wretches who had already
sailed. These supplies, however, came too late.sarehded this plan for the benefit of the Indies.

With all our aids and appliances of modern times, t@o, find emigration to be no light
undertaking—one of the main difficulties being ttfs emigrants are generally of one class, so that
the peculiarities of that one class are liablegdabveloped to the uttermost, and have to be pedvid
for all at once.

A controversy that the Clerigo had at Barcelondotie Bishop of Burgos about the emigration
scheme deserves to be mentioned. Las Casas wduldamy way further the proposed emigration,
without being assured of the emigrants receivirgpett for a year after their arrival.

This was a fundamental part of his plan, and figdhat it was not to be conceded, and that other
persons were being sought for to take charge oéhigration, he wrote to the towns which he had
previously visited, and warned the people agaiostgg When Las Casas was arguing one day before
the Council of the Indies for the allowance of angsupport to be made to the emigrants, the Bisho
said that the King would spend more with those laibrs, than with an armada of twenty thousand
men (the Lord Bishop was much more versed in §toat armadas than in saying masses), to which
Las Casas replied: “It appears then to your Loplghiat after you have been the death of so many
Indians, you wish to be the death of Christians.at8 do not know,” he adds, “whether the Bishop,
who was no fool, took it.”

In fine, however, he could make nothing of this wiade Bishop, and, almost glad to be freed from
the responsibility of the emigration scheme, he @drately turned his fertile mind to another scheme,
plan, which he thought with worldly men might appeere feasible.

CHAPTER V.

Las Casas brings forward his Plan for founding dddg. After failing in gaining his point with the
Council of the Indies, he goes to Court, and sugsée obtaining full power to carry out his design.

LAS CASAS still pondered over the original plan of Rede Cordova, for enclosing, as it were, a
hundred leagues along the coast of the Terra-fiamd,forbidding the entrance of laymen into it. Tha
scheme, however, was liable to the objection oBtisbop of Burgos, that it held out no solid
pecuniary advantage to the crown. These two thimgdit for the King and the preaching of the
Gospel, must therefore be combined; and from tiga icame the following ingenious proposition.

I may mention here, in the way of parenthesis, &haw Grand Chancellor, a learned and good
man, according to our historian, had come from @i¢as. This was Charles the Fifth's celebrated
Chancellor, Arborio de Gattinara, a man whose narfeund in connection with several of the
greatest events of the age in which he lived. Befsire his death, in 1529, he was made a cardinal.

His moderation in reference to the Reformationéd kWnown, and coincides with the high esteem
which he had for Erasmus. | imagine him to havenbm® of the earliest of those professional
statesmen, if the phrase may be used, who wemsvafids so trustfully employed by Charles the
Fifth, and in another generation by Elizabeth ofland. Gattinara and Granvella correspond to
Burleigh, the elder Bacon, and the other statesnienstood round the throne of that Queen.

Gattinara favoured Las Casas almost as much gsddgcessor in the chancellor's office,
Selvagius, had done. The Clerigo says that the €flan loved him much; and as Las Casas was only
a poor suitor, whose claims for attention were tin@iothan the justness and the goodness of hig caus
it is greatly to the credit of this Chancellor thatwas always willing to give audience to Las Gasa
and that he uniformly defended him. Whether, howe@attinara had not quite as much influence as
Selvagius (and it is certain he was not on suchigeons with Chiévres), or whether he himself was



won over to a certain extent by the Bishop of Bstdbis clear that this mischievous prelate hademo
power now in Indian affairs than he had possesaddnthe former Chancellor.

Gattinara, though mixed up with so many great edfan France, in Germany, in Italy, and in
Spain, was never perhaps seen so closely, nogdimg, to such advantage, as he will be in the
following pages.

The new proposition which Las Casas had to brimydod under this new dynasty (for the change
of chancellors was almost a change of dynastyrty),his a very remarkable one. It formed the
turning-point of the Clerigo's own life, and in @¢ensequences had the widest influence upon the
fortunes of the New World. The substance of it as$ollows:—

Las Casas engaged to find fifty Spaniards, whicthbaght he could do amongst the colonists,
moderate and reasonable men, who would undertakgodd work he had in hand for them out of
Christian motives, at the same time having a fe@wwo furthering their own interests by lawful
means. He limited himself to fifty, because fiftpwd be more manageable than a greater number,
and would be sufficient for peaceful converse ik Indians.

These fifty were to subscribe two hundred ducaty gmaking ten thousand in the whole, which he
thought would be enough to provide the requisitiitoand sustenance for a year, and presents éor th
Indians.

The fifty were to wear a peculiar dress, white lthaith red crosses, like that of the Knights of
Calatrava, but having some additional ornament.

Much ridicule was afterwards thrown on this parthef scheme; and the proposed knights obtained
the name ofanbenito$39] in allusion to the dress of penitent convicts @ bhquisition. The object,
however, of having a peculiar dress, was to disisigthis band from any Spaniards whom the
Indians had seen before. They were also to brimgssage to the Indians, of a new tenour, telling
them that they were sent to salute them from they Kif Spain, who had heard of the evils and
oppressions they (the Indians) had suffered, tieyt vere to give them presents as a sign of amity,
and to protect them from the other Spaniards whibdoee them injury.

Las Casas says that he had it in his mind, if Gatigrospered the work, to get the Pope and the
King to allow this body to be formed into a relig®fraternity.

For the profit of the King, Las Casas held outftiiowing inducements;—that he would pacify
the country assigned to him, which he requestedidizegin a hundred leagues above Paria [40] and
extend down the coast a thousand leagues [41jfteatbeing settled there three years, he would
contrive that the King should have fifteen thousdndats of tribute from the Indians and the Spanish
settlements, if there should be any; and thattthiate should increase gradually, until, at thethe
year, and thenceforward, it should amount to sembroiusand ducats.

Las Casas also offered to found three settlemariteicourse of five years, with a fortress in each
of them. Moreover, he would obtain geographicahidedge about the country assigned to him, and
give the King information on that head, and he wald what he could to convert the natives without
its being any charge to the King.

The Clerigo on his part demanded, that the Kingikhask for a brief from the Pope, to allow the
Clerigo to take with him twelve priests, Francistand Dominicans, who should come voluntarily:
and that His Holiness should give a plenary indubgeto all those who should die on the voyage, or
in the act of assisting in the said conversion.

He also demanded that he might take ten Indiams fhe islands, if they would come with him of
their own accord.

He also made it a provision, that all the Indiaf®wad been taken from that part of the Terra-
firma which might be assigned to him, should begthin his charge for the purpose of being restored
to their own country.

We come now to the inducements for the fifty to bam in this enterprize. They were to have the
twelfth part of the revenues accruing to the Kiggg to be enabled to leave this to their heirs for
ever.[42]

Then they were to be made Knights of the Goldenr,3md to have a grant of arms. Such of them
as the Clerigo should appoint were to have the morent of the proposed fortresses and of the



settlements. There were also many, other provisiodsexemptions made in their favour (such for
instance as their salt being taxfree), which wedmest recount.

Each of the fifty might import three negroes— radlthe number men, half women, [43] and
hereafter, if it should seem good to the Clerigeytmight have seven more negro slaves each. It is
evident, therefore, that at this time Las Casasimadliiscovered his error with regard to the negroe

On behalf of the Indians, Las Casas demandedtba€ing should give assurance that, neither at
this present nor at any future time, should thealnsi within the limits agreed upon, being in due
obedience and tributary, be given to the Spaniardspartimientospr in slavery of any kind. There
was to be a treasurer, a contador, and a judge.

Also, as a false relation of what should take piadbese territories might be carried to the King,
the King was to promise, that on no account woeldriake any change in the order of things, as
regarded this colony, without first hearing frone theasurer and the contador.

Several other matters of detail were provided lbot;the above is an outline of the most important
portions of this proposal made by Las Casas. Likething of long extent and large bearings, it
presents certain points of attack; but, upon theleyhf sufficient power were given to the headta
colony, it was likely to work well. The plan maymand the reader of feudal times, and of an abbot
with a large domain and a retinue of knights tdhdobidding. Those abbacies, probably, did not work
ill for the poor in their neighbourhood.

The great scheme being now ready, in which it maypliserved that Las Casas asked nothing for
himself, he explained it to the Grand Chancellat tre other Flemings, who received it favourably,
and desired him to lay it before the Council of iindies. There it was very ill received by the
unflagging enemy of Las Casas, the Bishop of Byrgnd by the rest of the councillors. Still theg di
not utterly reject it, but sought by delay to gutside. At this time the Grand Chancellor and @iaie
were obliged to go to the borders of France, tattoé peace with the French King. Las Casas urged
the settlement of his business; and, on mentiottinige Flemings that he would have to leave the
court on account of his poverty, a Monsieur de Bané a relation of his advanced the Clerigo money,
for fear he should have to leave while the Chaocelas absent. The favour of Las Casas with the
Flemings on the King's arrival in Spain has beénibated to a wish to oppose the policy of Ximenes
and the Spanish councillors. These gifts to Lasa€aannot be accounted for on this supposition. He
says that these men had no interest to servehanel is every reason to believe, that they acted &
regard for the man and a belief in the goodnesssofause. The Chancellor and Chiévres returned;
but still Las Casas could make way in the Courfdihe Indies. Not daunted, however, his fertile
genius and amazing vigour stirred up new meanguftnering his cause, and there is thus brought
before us one of the most interesting episodesdamhole of this narrative.

It has been a common practice at courts, to havaiceset preachers. For the Spanish court at this
time there were eight preachers to the King: arslCasas bethought himself of laying his troubles
and the wrongs of the Indians before these ecslicssaand beseeching their favour and assisténce.
will here give their names, as | think we ought twogjrudge naming men, who, though they come but
once or twice before us, and speak but a few wiortlee great drama of history, do so in a way that
ought to confer reputation upon them. First, thibare were the brothers Coronel, Maestro Luis and
Maestro Antonio, both very learned men, doctorthefUniversity of Paris; then there was Miguel de
Salamanca, also a doctor of the same universityaanaster in theology, afterwards Bishop of Cuba;
then Doctor de la Fuente, a celebrated man ininree d@f the late Cardinal Ximenes, of his University
of Alcald; then brother Alonso de Leon, of the Fiaoan Order, very learned in theology; brother
Dionysius, of the Order of St. Augustin, “a gresgarher and very copious in eloquence:” the names
of the other two Las Casas had forgotten.

The King's preachers and Las Casas formed a Jititaioown. They admitted one or two other
religiososinto it, a brother, as it was said, of the QueeBaidtland, [44] being one of them. This last
mentioned noble monk was one of those who had aweefrom Picardy in the year 1516 or 1517,
and who himself had gained experience of the pdinge of the Spaniards on the coast of Cumana.
The bold Scot wished to propose to the Junta & lqugstion of the most searching and fundamental
nature, namely, “With what justice or right could@ntrance be made into the Indies after the manner
which the Spaniards adopted in entering those desft



Each day the Junta thus constituted met at the stenyaof Santa Catalina, and formed, as the
historian describes, a sort of antagonist Coundihat held daily on Indian affairs under the acegi
of the Bishop of Burgos. They met at the same lasuhe Indian Council, perhaps the better to evade
observation, for | imagine their proceedings wezptlquite secret.

The conclusion this Junta came to, was, that therg wbliged by the Divine Law to undertake to
procure a remedy for the evils of the Indies: dreytbound themselves to each other by oath, that
none of them were to be dismayed, or to desist tl@mundertaking until it should be accomplished.

They resolved to begin by “the evangelical fornfrafernal correction.” First, they would go and
admonish the Council of the Indies; if this hadefilect, they would then admonish the Chancellor; if
he were obdurate they would admonish Monsieur Cag\and, if none of these admonitions
addressed to the officers of the crown were ofaril, they would finally go to the King and
admonish him.

If all these earthly powers turned a deaf eardtefinal admonitions, they, the brethren, would then
preach publicly against all of these great menonaitting to give his due share of blame to thedin
himself.

This resolution, drawn up in writing, they subsedito; and they swore upon the cross and the
gospels to carry out their resolve.

On a certain day they entered the Council of tliéel) to the astonishment of the Bishop of
Burgos, and the rest of the Council, and havingested leave to speak, laid before the Councit thei
admonitions and suggestions, bringing their dissetio an end by urging upon their wisdom the
careful consideration of the proposals they hadealed.

The Council received the paper with courtesy, amheavith somewhat of approbation. To me it
seems, as it did to Las Casas, that the schenhe girtachers for the regeneration of the Indies
laboured under a great, if not a vital objectionallowing too much work at the mines. But, on the
whole, it is a very remarkable state paper; sagacioumane, and bold.

The Council of the Indies seems by quiet demeatmhave absorbed the opposition of the
preachers; and these good men, thinking that tadyphoduced the proper impression upon the minds
of the statesmen, left the matter in their handssitlering themselves to have fulfilled their vé\s. a
body of men acting together, they are no more hefaimi this history. Still we must not conclude ttha
their labours and their boldness went for nothiftge river that carries civilization through a caynt
and creates a metropolis, is fed by many streanosevhames and waters are lost in it; and in like
manner, many are the unnoticed currents of thoaigthtendeavour which go to form the main volume
of wise legislation.

In the meanwhile the indefatigable Las Casas, lgdlitite hope of any good coming from the
remonstrance of the preachers, pressed on witlhuvigie own scheme of colonization. The Bishop of
Burgos and the Council of the Indies with equabuigresisted it. The Clerigo, backed by many of the
Flemings, and, as he intimates, having accesstgdung King and being favourably received by
him, took up a position of attack in referencehe Council of the Indies, and inveighed against its
proceedings with his usual boldness. The end sfdbintest was, that the King, with the advice ef th
Chancellor, appointed a special Council to judgevben Las Casas and the Council of the Indies in
the matter at issue between them, Las Casas beingted to name some of the members of this
judicial Council. The Bishop of Burgos, when summdnio attend this Council, evaded the summons,
pleading indisposition; but, on another occasiming summoned in general terms to a council, and
supposing it to be a council of war, or state, &mme readily enough, and was dismayed to find that
Indian affairs and the business of Las Casas wherguestions to be discussed. Being heard before
this judicial Council, Las Casas eventually suceeed obtaining a tract of land, extending from the
province of Paria, to that of Santa Martha, ab@(t [2agues along the coast, and the proper official
papers were put in course of preparation. The @ahought now, that his business at court was
really ended. But the Bishop had another arrowisrghiver. Oviedo, the historian, had just comerove
from the Indies; and he and two others offerecke the land that Las Casas asked for, agreeing to
pay a much higher sum to the King. It is curioutottk back and see these two men, who were to be
the most celebrated historians of the Indies, bigidigainst each other for the land to found a golon
there; but in those days men of letters were meattién, as perhaps they would be in any time, if
they were not supposed to be unfitted for it.



The Council, which | have described as the judiCialincil, was summoned to hear this new
proposition. Las Casas spoke out very boldly betpand, in the course of the proceedings, Antonio
de Fonseca, the brother of the Bishop of Burgosaa of great authority, thus addressed Las Casas,
interrupting him probably in the midst of some staént: “You cannot now say that the members of
the Indian Council have been the death of the hjifor you have taken all their Indians away.” He
alluded to the order issued by Ximenes, that tdelms should be taken away from absentee
proprietors, amongst whom were members of the Aburas Casas replied, “My Lord, their
Lordships have not been the death of all the IrgJibat they have been the death of immense
numbers where they possessed them: the princigtdéon, however, of the Indians has been
effected by private persons, which destructionrtberdships have abetted.”

The Bishop in a furious manner then broke intodiseussion with these words: “A fortunate man,
indeed, is he who is of the Council of the Kinghigéing of the Council of the King, he is to put
himself in contest with Casas.” To this unmanneggech the Clerigo replied with much readiness
and dignity: “A more fortunate man is Casas, ifyihg come from the Indies two thousand leagues,
encountering such risks and dangers, to advisKitigeand his Council, in order that they might not
lose their soulgque no se vayan a los Infiernas) account of the tyranny and destruction which is
going on in the Indies, in place of being thanked honoured for it, he should have to put himgelf i
contest with the Council.”

At the end of the proceedings the votes were tadth were found to be in favour of Las Casas.
Still, the Council of the Indies, not likely to bauch softened by the way in which he had spoken out
before the great Council on this last occasiontinaoad to make resistance. Here we miss the late
Cardinal, who would never have allowed for a dasthmean endeavours to undermine a great
undertaking. As a new device, the Council of theida drew up and presented to the Chancellor a
memorial against the proposed grant being madasddasas, consisting of thirty articles, most of
them of a very absurd character. Amongst them wch allegations as these:— that Las Casas,
being a Clerigo, was not under the King's juriddittand that he would league with the Genoese and
Venetians, and make off to foreign countries witmger. In their last article the Council allegéuht
they had many other reasons which were secretytigh they would tell His Highness (for the
memorial was addressed to the King), when he shmilgleased to hear them.

The memorial was laid before the great Council; #wedresult was, that the Chancellor, upon
coming out of it, said to Las Casas, that he mivet gn answer to this document. The difficulty then
arose of getting the memorial, for the Counciltef tndies made frivolous excuses for withholding it
Months were wasted about this trumpery affair, Whitay give us some notion of the perseverance
and endurance of the Protector of the Indiansagttthe Chancellor got the memorial into his hands.
He then invited Las Casas to dinner, and afterwaafténg out of his escrutoire a large bundle of
papers, he said to the Clerigo, “Answer now toghtbmgs they say against you.” Las Casas replied,
that the Council of the Indies had been monthsateg this accusation, “and | have to answer them
in acredo[45] Give me the papers for as many hours as they hathsiaand your Lordship shall see
that | will answer them.” The Chancellor said, thatcould not part with the papers, as he had
promised he would not let them go out of his passes but Las Casas might answer them there. So,
of an evening, while the Chancellor was at his wtrk Clerigo came, and sat in a corner of the room
and drew up his reply. Chancellors, even in th@ges dseem to have been greatly overworked; but,
indeed, this has always been the case, that theafdhe world, of all kinds, gets into knots, &s i
were; and one man is often left to do the workixhsen, who, with infinite dissatisfaction to
themselves, are looking on and noting how ill tr@knis done. At eleven o'clock, a collation was
always brought in; at twelve, the Clerigo took leiave, and went home to lissadanot without
some fear of what might happen to him on the wagnfsuch powerful enemies as were ranged
against him. In four evenings Las Casas had prdgasereply.

The Chancellor then summoned a council, and laadebly before them. It seems to have been
successful, for all the Bishop of Burgos could agginst it was, “The preachers of the King have
made these answers for him.” This, of course, thenCellor knew to be false. He reported to the King
the whole course of the proceedings; and His Highmedered that Micer Bartolome should have the
grant, and that no notice should be taken of tfer®bf those who wished to outbid him.

The reader will think that he has now accompartiedilerigo to a triumphant conclusion of his
present business at court; but, before he leftydmdestined to have what he calls “a terrible arhb



and, as it will bring the young King into presengpon whose disposition and knowledge of Indian
affairs so much depended, it will be well to giveaccount of this combat.

Just at this time it happened that the Bishop afddacame to court—upon what business will
hereafter appear from a statement of his own. Dt evas still at Barcelona, but, on account of a
pestilence that prevailed there, the King was lddagea place called “Molins de Key,” three leagues
from the town; and the great Lords occupied hous#se suburbs. Las Casas, seeing the Bishop of
Darien for the first time, in the King's apartmergisked what prelate that was. They told him, “The
Bishop of the Indies.”

Las Casas went up to him, and said, “My Lord, aslconcerned in the Indies, it is my duty to kiss
the hands of your Lordship.” The Bishop asked wilwaais that addressed him, and, being informed,
rudely replied, “O, Senor Casas! and what sermee lyau to preach to us?”

Las Casas, who was never daunted by bishop or tloupanswered at once, “There was a time,
my Lord, when | desired to hear you preach” (thehBp had been King's preacher in former days),
“but I now declare to your Lordship, that | haveoteermons ready for you, which, if you please to
hear and well consider them, may be worth more #tlahe money that you bring from the Indies.”
“You have lost your senses; you have lost youreghsaid the Bishop. An acquaintance of the
Bishop said to his Lordship, “All these Lords apgr@f Senor Casas, and of his intentions.” The
Bishop replied, “With good intentions he may ddiag which shall be mortal sin.” At this moment,
when the Clerigo, once engaged in controversy, edvdalibtless have uttered some severe and angry
speech, the doors of the council chamber, wher&ithggwas, opened, and the Bishop of Badajoz
came out, for whom the other Bishop was waitindh@svas to dine with him.

Now the Bishop of Badajoz, who was in great cradlit the King, had always favoured the
Clerigo; and Las Casas, fearing that the Bishdpasfen might injure him with his brother Bishop,
resolved to go to his house that day. He went thwien the company had finished their dinner, and
found the Bishop of Badajoz playing at backgamrfeolas tablas)vith the Admiral Don Diego
Columbus, the Bishop recreating himself until itsvlae hour to return to the King's lodgings again.
There was a knot of bystanders looking on at tmeegand one of them happened to say to the Bishop
of Darien, that wheat was grown in Hispaniola. Bighop said that it was not possible. Now Las
Casas happened to have in his purse some graiviseatt which had been grown under an orange tree
in the garden of the Dominican Monastery of St. Dwo; and so, after controverting most
respectfully the assertion of the Bishop, he predute wheat. The Bishop replied with fierceness,
and then launched into a general attack of thestuded upon Las Casas, declaring his unfitness for
the business he had come to court upon. Greatsgsties have mostly been welldisposed and well-
spoken men; but, when there has arisen an insotemnthis ill-breeding has always, | imagine, far
outgone that of other men. The fervid Las Casasngabehindhand in the war of words, and told the
Bishop that he drank the blood of his own flockg #imat unless he returned to the last farthinghell
money he had brought over, he was no more likebetsaved than Judas Iscariot. The Bishop
endeavoured to laugh down these violent sayings.dlarigo told him he ought to weep rather than
to laugh. At last the Bishop of Badajoz, using d@la¢hority of a host, interfered, saying, “No mare,
more;” and after the Admiral and another great Limaid said some words in favour of Las Casas, the
Clerigo retired.

The Bishop of Badajoz, when he saw the King inatternoon, told him of what had taken place
between the Bishop of Darien and the Clerigo, sathiat His Highness would have been amused to
hear what Micer Bartolome said to the Bishop. lehhut little doubt that there was supposed to be
some truth in the hard sayings of the Clerigo. Khey resolved to hear what they both had to sag, an
for that purpose fixed an hour of audience thrges dieom that time. The Admiral of the Indies, as th
matter concerned him, was requested to be prememtas it happened that a Franciscan brother from
Hispaniola had just arrived at court, he also waemd by the King to attend this audience.

The day came: the King took his seat on the thrariew of his greatest councillors being ranged
around him on benches below. The order of the jpdiogs was as follows. The Chancellor and the
Lord of Croy ascended tlimiswhere the King was seated, and on their knees weqfgith him and
received his commands. Then, when they had retum#xir places, the Chancellor gave utterance to
these commands:—"“Reverend Bishop, His Majesty” fleésehad just been elected Emperor, and was
therefore styled Majesty) “commands you to speafou have anything to say touching the Indies.”



The Bishop of Darien then rose, and made, as LaasCadmits, an elegant exordium, saying how
he had long desired to see that Royal Presencahandow, God having complied with his desire, he
knew that the face of Priam was worthy of his kioigd Having finished this exordium, the Bishop
went on to say, that he had come from the Indied bed secret matters of much importance to
communicate, which had better be told to His Mgjesid the Council only, wherefore he begged that
those who were not of the Council, might be ordeoedepart. The King desired, through the
Chancellor, that the Bishop should say there aed Whatever he had to say. Part of the Bishop's
speech is so remarkable, that it is better to thigéin his own words.

“Very powerful Sir, the Catholic King your grandfetr (may he be in glory!) determined to make
an armada to go and people the Terra-firma ofridees, and he begged our very holy Father to create
me Bishop of that new settlement; and, not courttiegtime passed in going and returning, | have
been five years there, and, as we were much peopléook with us ho more provisions than were
necessary for the journey, the greatest part diddimger, and we who remained, in order not tcegie
those His opinion did, have all this time done tfteo thing than governors rob and kill and eat.
Seeing, then, that the land was going to destmicsind that the first Governor was bad, and the
second much worse, and that Your Majesty had iapgy hour arrived in these kingdoms, |
determined to come and give You intelligence of,ths to my Lord and King.” Touching the Indians,
the Bishop said, that from what he had seen of theth in his own diocese, and on his journey, his
opinion was that they were by nature slaves.

Las Casas was now commanded to speak. It will bdless, however, to recount his speech, as his
thoughts on these subjects, and the principal fakish he enumerated, have already been stated in
various parts of this narrative. It appears thatBishop of Darien, in the course of his argumiat|
guoted Plato, to which the Clerigo, | am sorrydg,anade this reply: “Plato was a Gentile, andois n
burning in Hell, and we are only to make use ofdustrine as far as it is consistent with our holy
Faith and Christian customs.”

Though the speech of the Clerigo need not be regpdntfull, one declaration that he made must
not be omitted, in which he told the King, thathae not taken up his vocation to please him, but to
please God, and in proof of this bold assertiomtwea to say, “| renounce whatever temporal honour
or reward Your Majesty may wish to confer upon njé6]

Las Casas having finished, the Franciscan Fathgiowtered to speak. “My Lord,” he said, “I have
been certain years in the island of Hispaniola, lamds commanded with others to go and visit and
take the number of Indians in the island, and wadothat they were so many thousand. Afterwards,
at the end of two years, a similar charge was agjaen to me, and we found that there had perished
so many thousand. And thus the infinity of peoplewere in that island has been destroyed. Now, if
the blood of one person unjustly put to death wWasioh effect that it was not removed out of the
sight of God until he had taken vengeance fomitl the blood of the others never ceases to exclaim
‘Vindica sanguinem nostrum, Deus nostethat will the blood do of such innumerable peoe a
have perished in those lands under such greatrtyramd injustice? Then, by the blood of Jesus €hris
and by the wounds [47] of St. Francis, | pray antleat Your Majesty, that you would find a remedy
for such wickedness and such destruction of peaglperish daily there, so that the divine justice
may not pour out its severe indignation upon alisf

It was a short speech, but uttered with such fantbhat it seemed to Las Casas as if all the person
there present were already listening to words puroned in the Day of Judgment.

The Admiral was then requested to speak. He spaldgeptly, acknowledging the evils, bearing
witness as to what threligiososhad done in denouncing these evils, and prayirgaishis part for a
remedy.

Upon the Admiral's ceasing to speak, the Bishoparien asked for leave to reply, but he was
desired to deliver in writing what more he haddg.sThe King then rose, and retired into his room,
and the audience was ended. It may be hoped #hgbting Emperor, who, we are told, was unmoved
by his new title, [48] but who had now begun tgrefor himself, [49] found much to ponder over,
from this his first audience in the affairs of fhdies.

It may be as well to mention here, that the Bisbbparien did submit his information and his
opinions about the Indies in writing, that his meials were very much in accordance with writing,
the statements that Las Casas had already mad#haritle Bishop, when asked his opinion
respecting the Clerigo's plan, approved of ith®great delight, as Las Casas tells us, of the



Chancellor and Laxao, as men who loved to favaywad design, and had no mean ends of their own.
It may be remarked that Peter Martyr, who is alwsyf§iciently severe upon the Flemings, finds
much to praise in this Chancellor.

At this time the Jeronimite Fathers came to camttheir return from Hispaniola; but, not being
able to obtain an audience of the King, they rdtietheir monasteries, and, | believe, were noemor
heard of in the government of the Indies.

The King went to Coruna, in order to embark tharel to proceed to Germany for the purpose of
being made Emperor with the due formalities, ardidist seven days before his embarkation were
given to the business of the Indies. In one ofGbancils held on this occasion, the Cardinal Adrian
(the former colleague of Ximenes) made a greatcpeefavour of the liberty of the Indians; and it
was resolved that they ought to be free, and sHoeiltleated as free men. The grant to Las Casas was
also concluded, and the King signed the necesssay dn the 19th of May, 1520. On the 20th he
embarked for Flanders. It was during this voyage ke landed at Dover; and his object in making
this visit was to prevent, if possible, the injuvizsich he, or his councillors, foresaw might arisdis
affairs from the meeting of the Kings of France &mgjland at the proposed tourney, afterwards called
the Field of the Cloth of Gold. Cardinal Adrian wa@minated as Regent of Spain during the King's
absence.

In the settlement of the details of the Clerigaisibess, he was left to the mercy of the Bishop of
Burgos, and a most formidable opposition mightdnsequence have been expected; but, strange to
say, the Bishop facilitated the settlement of tti@ia thus showing himself to have some nobleradss
mind, for, the King and the Flemish ministers hgwileparted, Las Casas was but a shadow of his
former self. The Clerigo, too, meeting his old adagy's relentings with equal generosity, expreases
hope (though mingled with great fear about theltethatall the mischief the Bishop had been the
cause of in the Indies might not come upon his;ssmd Las Casas finds some excuse for the Bishop
in his not having been a learned man, but havitigWed the ignorance of the learned. Each must
have felt for the other as one of the chiefs 88@N, who says, “I love a foe like Cathmor: his soul is
great; his arm is strong; there is fame in hisléstBut the little soul is like a vapour that hesveound
a marshy lake. It never rises on the green hilt, tlee winds meet it there.”

We must not suppose that, absorbed in all thesdagawegotiations, the Clerigo had changed the
main drift of his purpose. That was still spirituai, at the lowest, philanthropic, as we may gathe
from a remarkable answer which he made at an stafye of the proceedings to a certain licentiate,
called Aguirre, a very good man, of great authdritthose times, whom Queen Isabella had chosen
for one of her executors. This man had always |lamtifavoured Las Casas, but when he found that
the Clerigo was pursuing an enterprize in which ifguheard of rents being paid to the King, and of
honours being sought for by Las Casas on behdlisafompanions, the licentiate said “that such a
manner of proceeding in preaching the gospel haddsdized him, for it evinced an aiming after
temporal interests, which he had never hithertpecied in the Clerigo.” [50]

Las Casas, having heard what Aguirre had said, @co&sion tos peak to him one day in the
following terms: “Sefior, if you were to see our idesus Christ maltreated, vituperated, and
afflicted, would you not implore with all your migthat those who had him in their power would give
him to you, that you might serve and worship hif¥28s,” said Aguirre. “Then,” replied Las Casas,
“if they would not give him to you, but would s&iim, would you redeem him?” “Without a doubt.”
“Well, then, Sefior,” rejoined Las Casaghat is what | have done, for | have left in thdiés Jesus
Christ, our Lord, suffering stripes, and afflictsgrand crucifixion, not once but thousands of tina¢s
the hands of the Spaniards, who destroy and dedblase Indian nations, taking from them the
opportunity of conversion and penitence, so they ttie without faith and without sacraments.”

Then Las Casas went on to explain how he had stogbimedy these things in the way that
Aguirre would most have approved. To this the amdvael been, that the King would have no rents,
wherefore, when he, Las Casas, saw that his opponenld sell him the gospel, he had offered those
temporal inducements which Aguirre had heard ofdisdpproved.

The licentiate considered this a sufficient answad so, | think, would any reasonable man.



CHAPTER VI.

Las Casas tries to detain Ocampo's Expeditidte complains to the AudieneigHe is put in
command of an Expedition to the Terra-firmalis followers desert him on his arrival there.

BerFoREfollowing Las Casas any farther, we must mentiat ih 1518 several monks,
Franciscans, as well as Dominicans, founded twoasienies on the Pearl Coast, one called Santa Fe
de Chiribichi and the other Cumana. They were geigcessful in attracting to themselves the Indians,
and lived a peaceful and unmolested life, till @a&prd of the name of Ojeda, a pearl fisher, who
dwelt in the neighbouring island of Cubagua, béingant of slaves, treacherously captured and
carried off some of the Indians dwelling in thedighbourhood. Ojeda had previously visited the
Dominicans, and it is supposed that the Indiangjine the Dominicans (who, however, were
perfectly innocent) to be connected in some wa wits outrage, and resolved to revenge
themselves. A few Sundays afterwards, as they wedebrating mass, the Indians rushed in, and
murdered several of them. The Franciscans at Cumarealso attacked, and the fury of the Indians,
once excited, was such that they did not spare #neelive creatures found in the monastery, down to
the cats.

The Spaniards on the island of Cubagua, hearirtghteanfuriated Indians intended attacking
them, were seized with a panic, and deserted lduedisand when the Indians poured over it like a
furious wave they found great stores of goods aecthandize which these wealthy pearl fishers had
left behind them.

When these events at Cubagua and on the Pearl €oastto the knowledge of thedienciaat
St. Domingo, they resolved to send an expeditio@tiibichi and its vicinity, to avenge the murder
of the monks and the devastation of Cubagua,—and maatter of course, to enslave Indians. This
expedition was now on its way, and was expect&beb Rico, when Las Casas arrived there; and
this is the news with which he was greeted. We immeagine the dismay that such tidings, appreciated
by him in all their consequences, would cause $mfind. Fortunately for himself, he was one of
those men who find some relief for their misfortsime their indignation. Moreover, he probably
entertained a hope that he would yet be able teeptehe mischief which he foresaw; and,
accordingly, when the vessels arrived at Porto Riesshowed his powers to Ocampo, whom the
audienciahad entrusted with the command, and endeavoureeltéin detain the expedition. But
Ocampo, with all due expressions of civility to L@asas, said, that he must execute his orders, and
that theaudienciawould bear him harmless. The expedition accordisgiled on: and Las Casas,
after distributing his labourers by threes and $aamongst the inhabitants of Porto Rico, hastemed t
St. Domingo.

His appearance there was very unwelcome. Indeeh, thhe exertions he had already made at the
court of Spain and elsewhere in favour of the Indjde was odious to all the Spanish colonistg. [51
He endeavoured to carry things with a high hantipiet with the usual hindrances and vexations that
he had endured both at home and abroad from higrgooen in office. They did not dare, however,
to oppose him openly, clothed as he was with theyiKiauthority, and having the reputation of being
in favour with the all-powerful Flemish ministeide demanded that a proclamation should be made
of the Royal Order of which he was the bearer: rgméhat no one should dare to injure or affront
any of the natives of those provinces which wetthiwithe limits granted to the Clerigo Las Cashs. |
they did do so, it would be at the peril of the fiszation of all their goods, and even of theiebv



This was proclaimed in the usual manner, with safrtdumpet, in the principal streets, the Admiral
and all the chief authorities being present.

He then demanded, that, with the least possibleydiiey should recal their fleet, discontinue the
war, and cause their troops to quit the to teryitehich had been given in charge to him.

Again, they did not dare to refuse openly, but madaver that they were about to take the matter
into consideration: and many days they spent icadisse about it without their coming to any
conclusion.

Meanwhile, a counter attack was very skilfully mégehe Clerigo's enemies, which term
probably included the whole population of the cglomith the exception of a few private friends, and
of the Dominican monks, or any other persons iigi@ls orders. There was a certain Biscayan
shipwright who had two vessels of his own that wemestantly engaged in the Cubaguan slavetrade,
for so it may be called. This man no sooner sawdasas and knew the business upon which he had
come, than, as the Clerigo expresses it, he waddes have seen the Evil One. Scanning the ship of
Las Casas with all the critical dislike of an enetimg Biscayan pronounced that it was not sea-
worthy, and that it could not be made sea-worthgreHvas a subject for enquiry which the authorities
were willing should be investigated without del@ipe King's subjects must not be permitted to go in
vessels that were not sea-worthy. An examination mwade, the hostile shipwright being, according
to the Clerigo's recollection, one of the persqmmointed to examine. The body thus constituted
condemned the vessel, pronouncing it neither finBvigation, nor capable of being made fit. “All
this,” as Las Casas declares, “was done to hif#ebasiness of the Clerigo, as being odious tdall;
all, both judges and official men, had a sharéélusiness of man-stealing.” By the condemnatfon o
his vessel, Las Casas lost what was worth to hidngg3os of gold, and, what were far more valuable
at the present juncture, time, reputation, andrbans of transit.

Meanwhile, Ocampo had reached the port of Maraagparihe territory of Gil Gongalez, where
the Spaniard took a very crafty method of secuitiregchief men of that district. On approaching the
coast, Ocampo kept all his men but a few of thesaiunder hatches. The Indians, on hailing the
vessels, enquired whence they came, to which thai&ppls answered “Castilla.” The Indians shouted
out “Hayti, Hayti?” The Spaniards again replied $@#a, Castilla,” and made signs that they had
wine and other things from Spain to barter. Thédns, thinking that they had to deal with Spaniards
who did not know what had happened on that coadhmger hesitated to enter the vessels and
exchange goods. The Cacique himself, more waryhigfollowers, remained in a boat near to the
vessel. But one of the sailors, who was an exdaetdimmer, let himself down by a rope, sprung into
the Cacique's canoe, plunged with him into the kyated, stabbing him in several places with a
dagger, succeeded, with the help of some otharsaih carrying him to the vessel. At the sameetim
a signal having been given on board, the concegpedhiards rushed on deck, and the Indians in the
vessel were captured. Gil Gongalez and the prihcipafs were hung from the yard-arm as an
example of terror to the Indians standing on trweshAmongst these, it is said, was the Cacique of
Cumana. Now Ocampo had on board the wife, or oteeotvives, of this Cacique, named Donna
Maria, who had been carried by Flores from Cubdgudispaniola. The Spanish Commander gave
her liberty and set her on shore, and through leams peace was ultimately restored between the
Spaniards and the Indians of that coast, but nidt@oampo had thoroughly chastized the latter, and
captured many slaves; carrying his incursions skeobe, into that mountainous country, the abode of
the Tagares, where Ojeda had bought his maize ahddmmitted the crime which caused the general
rising of the inhabitants of the Pearl Coast.

Las Casas soon learnt by the surest means whagoiragon in his province of Cumana, for, while
he was endeavouring to adjust matters with thecaitig's of Hispaniola, Indian slaves were brought
to St. Domingo, the first-fruits of Ocampo's cangpémg. At this the Clerigo was excessively
indighant:—to use his own expressive words —"hetwaging, and with terrible sternness bore
witness against this thing before dngdiencid [52] pouring out all manner of threats against them.
They thought it better to come to terms with himd or this purpose they devised a plan which
would not only remedy the past, but from which th@ght hope for some profit in the future. This
was to offer to become partners with Las Casasoikivwg out his grant from the King. They sent for
him and made their proposition. He listened favblyréo their terms; and it was finally agreed that
Las Casas should go to the territories assignaditpand that the expedition which had been sent ou
under Ocampo should now be placed under the Clsriganmand. Accordingly, two vessels were



fitted out for him, and well provisioned. Ocampesgedition consisted of three hundred men, out of
them Las Casas was to choose a hundred and twemdywere to be paid wages, the rest were to be
sent back.

This agreement between the authorities of St. Dgmand Las Casas took the form of a
commercial speculation. There was to be a com@amythe venture was to be divided into
twentyfour shares. The King was to have six sharése concern, the Clerigo and his Knights six
shares, the Admiral three shares, the AuditorsTthasurer, the Contador and other official people,
each a share. The means of profit were to be foupdarl-fishing, exchanging trifing commodities
for gold, and making slaves, which last was a goegct, for the following reason. Many of the
principal persons in St. Domingo had bands of slaraployed under mayordomos in the pearl
fishery at Cubagua; and human life was swiftly exdted in procuring these diseased productions then
so highly valued—the water mines, if we may so taim, being quite as injurious to the delicate
Indian as those on land. A constant supply of slarethe spot where their services were most
valuable, was much to be desired.

This last mentioned means of profit was to be mtedifor in the following manner. Las Casas was
to ascertain what Indians in those parts were tafsior would not be in amity and converse with th
Spaniards, or would not receive the Faith and thaghers of it. Upon his pronouncing against the
natives of any province upon either of the abovietppthese people were to be attacked by the
hundred and twenty men under Ocampo, and were heelde slaves. Anybody who hoped that Las
Casas would so pronounce must, as he intimates, bean somewhat mistaken in their man.[53]

The whole of this business must have been excegdiiggasteful to Las Casas; but he szav
other way of accomplishing any part of his objactd prudently availed himself of this.

Near at hand, there lay on his death-bed the man @ftall others, would have sympathized most
with Las Casas in his efforts to civilize and camvke poor Indians of the Terra-firma. This was
Pedro de Cordova, who, at the early age of thiigitewas now dying of consumption in the
monastery of St. Domingo, worn out by the ascétchie had led. We do not learn whether Las Casas
was able to consult “that servant of God,” as leagt calls him, about the expedition; but, if he ha
done so, the dying Father could but have givenreply, as anything must have seemed advisable
which promised to hinder the outrages which the mebcampo's expedition were inflicting upon the
natives of the Terra-firma. Pedro de Cordova depgdttis life in May, 1521. We know, however, that
he left one worthy to succeed him in his office,ifas mentioned that Antonio Montesino, already
wellknown to the readers of this history, preactiedfuneral sermon on his late prelate, takingHer
text, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it isdoethren to dwell together in unity.” This resolute
and noble monk, the especial friend of the Indiaosjoubt felt as his late prelate would have done
about the project of Las Casas. Another motive, wdich would have ensured the concurrence of
Pedro de Cordova, Antonio Montesino, or any ofloeinican fraternity in Hispaniola, with the
plans of Las Casas was, that in him they wereicesfea protector to any monastery they might found
again at Chiribichi, to replace the one which hadrbswept away in the late outbreak of the Indians.

Meanwhile the provisions were put on board the elegatrusted to Las Casas by thadienciaof
San Domingo. These provisions consisted of wirleyimegar, and a great quantity of cheese from the
Canary Islands. He had orders to go to the isldmdoma, and take on board eleven hundred loaves of
cassava bread from the King's stores in that isldiedvas also well provided with sea-stores of
all’kinds, and articles of merchandize; and, evging being now ready, in July of that year he sdt s
from San Domingo.

Having received his cargo of bread at the islanélofia, he proceeded to Porto Rico for the
labourers he had left there. But, as might have leepected, not a single man of them was to be
found; and the Clerigo had not even the comfofirmfing that his humble and simple followers had
been employed in the cultivation of the earth noamy good work, but he learnt that they had esdist
with certain freebooters, whose occupation it weattack and pillage the Indians. It requires gdar
experience of mankind before we ascertain thatgesimple, and ignorant people are not the best fo
keeping their promises. With some men it requiresréain training of the intellect, or an
acquaintance with discipline, to make them faittafiodl true. Had Las Casas been enabled to bring out
with him from Spain real knights, men worthy of wiag golden spurs, they might have been true to
themselves and to him. Now he was left to proseaistenterprize without any body of followers
especially attached to him.



Nothing was to be done, however, but to procedidsivoyage to the Terra-firma. When he arrived
there, he found, as might have been foreseenQitemnpo's men were pillaging and making slaves.
They were in great want of provisions, as the Inslited before them: and, without the assistance of
the natives, the Spaniards were never able to padequately for themselves. Ocampo was busy
founding a town about half a league above the @u#mnana, which he called Nueva Toledo; but even
if it had been named New Seville, as Las Casas sty remarks, the men would not have taken to
it any the more. On the arrival of the Clerigoytledl resolved to avail themselves of the licerze t
return which had been granted beforehand for sdrtieem, and to go home, having no fancy to
continue with the Clerigo, being weary of the coynand looking upon him as a bad captain for
marauding Ocampo's expeditions. So fearful werg dfidbeing detained, that they would never come
on shore all at once, but took care to leave twerdy, whom they could depend upon, in the ships.

Furnishing them with provisions for the voyage, IGasas allowed them to go, but remained
himself with a few servants and hired labourers pblite and witty Ocampo, as might be expected
from the feelings that one gentleman would haveafather, showed regret at leaving the Clerigo in
this deserted state; but was obliged, neverthdiesake his departure. And now Las Casas, with his
great projects, his immense territory, his scaappurces, was indeed alone. Never, perhaps, was the
a position which the philanthropic part of mankimduld have regarded with more profound concern
and more solicitous apprehension.

CHAPTER VII.

Las Casas alone in the lareHe is received into the Franciscan Monasteifyate of his Colony.

THE Dominican community, to whom of course Las Gasauld first have turned, had, as it
appears, been entirely swept away. The Francisbaagver, had returned, and they were the sole
nucleus of Christianity and of civilization in thaimense expanse of country, a seventh part of the
whole world. People are often seeking for romancalikinds of fiction; but how really romantic
such a situation as this was! The light from thahastery, the sound of its bell amidst the wildesne
of idolatry, what signs of hope they were—which @sgnight have watched with unspeakable joy,
and yet with apprehension.

It must have been no little comfort to Las Casathia juncture, to find that the Franciscans had
already repaired the ruin which had fallenupon thegether with the rest of the Spaniards in that
part of the country. The monks must have re-estiadtl themselves under Ocampo's protection; and it
does not seem as if their monastery could havemdfanything like the devastation which had come
upon the unfortunate and equally innocent Domirscan

When the Franciscans heard of the Clerigo's redyiivey came out to meet him with great joy,
chanting are DeumTheir little monastery was on the river-side, [5dcross-bow-shot” from the
sea-shore. It was constructed of wood and thatalitbdstraw; and it had a pleasant garden with
orange trees, vines, and melons in it. Las Caséisadarge storehouse adjoining the monastery, and
there he stowed away his goods. The first thindilavas to convey his message of peace to the
Indians, which he accomplished by means of Donnaafhefore mentioned as the wife of the
Cacique of Cumana), who knew something of the $paainguage. Through this woman Las Casas
informed the Indians that he had been sent by ¢laeking of Spain, and that henceforth they were to
experience nothing but kind treatment and good wiéndm the Christians, as an earnest of which, he
sent them some of the presents which he had brdughtCastille, to gain their friendship.

The founding of a colony is always one of the mitgresting things in the world; and it is
surprizing that rich and powerful men in our ownds do not more frequently give themselves to
such splendid undertakings. But, in this particelse, the interest is doubled, from the feelirg th
the leader is no mere adventurer and has no priwvahition, but is trying a great experiment for the



good of the world. Moreover, one is always curitisee a man in a position which he has long
sought for, where he has in some measure to fhfiday-dreams of his life. The first proceedinfys o
Las Casas seem to have been judicious; and, dierg#tough this settlement at Cumand was but a
little one, a mere fragment of the great underigkihich Las Casas had originally designed, still
much might have been hoped from it, if there haehb®o Spaniards near to hinder the good work.
Unfortunately, however, there was the island of &yua at a short distance from the coast, and, as
there was no fresh water there, the Spaniardsgedga pearl-fishing near that island, had a motive
for coming frequently to the river Cumana in themrland, which was but seven leagues off.

Las Casas, thinking to have some curb upon theari&pls, engaged with a master mason at the
rate of ten ducats a month, to build a fort atrtfwaith of the river; but the Spaniards of the is|ahd
“apostles of Cubagua,” as Las Casas sarcasticllythem, soon perceived the drift of the Cleggo’
building, and the builder was bribed, or persuatdgdhem, to desist from his work. The visits,
therefore, of the Spaniards to the mainland wergnaentrolled as ever. The Indians had no love for
these visitors, but then they brought wine withnthand this won over even those Indians who had
most distaste to the Spaniards. And, just as d chihnot handle with any safety the arms of a grown
up man, so there is always danger for a people whigimout fit preparation, it comes to use the
products of an older state, whether it be strongewor a well compacted political constitution. To
obtain this all-seducing wine, which, or the likendnich, has ever proved the subtlest and most
destructive weapon against aborigines, clearingntbi as fire consumes the dry herbage of the
prairie, the Indians brought gold and slaves toSpaniards, the slaves being youths and simple
persons.

Of the light way in which such simple persons wegde slaves among the Mexicans, and
probably among these Indians too, we have a cunstignce in the letter of Rodrigo de Albornoz to
the Emperor in 1525.[55] He says, that “for vetifdithings and almost in jest they became slawes t
one another,” and, as an instance, he mentionsvthert he was once officially examining some
slaves, he asked one of them the origin of hisesigvwhether he was the son of slave parents, for
instance; and the Indian replied, “No, but that dag when they were in the midst of thaieitos,
which is their festival, a man was beatingagawval,which they use in their feasts, like those of the
Spaniards, and that he wished very much to play itpand that the owner would not let him without
being paid for it; as he had nothing to give, hd #aat he would be his slave, and the other let hi
play the instrument for that one day, and theneedod he was the other's slave.” And Albornoz tells
the Monarch, that the existence of such light madeseating slavery is a thing to be considerext “f
the sake of Your Majesty’s conscience as well aganfr Majesty’s service.”

But to return to the Cubaguans.—There is no ddudittheir frequent communication with the
Indians of Cumand was likely to be fatal to thenglaf the Clerigo and so he felt it to be. Their
conduct was a practical denial of his message fhmKing. He went to Cubagua and made most
forcible appeal¢requerimientos terribledp the Alcalde there: but all to no effect. Theetimonk of
the Franciscans, Padre Joan de Garceto, saw ther imathe same light as Las Casas, and urged him
to go to St. Domingo and to appeal to #hugliencia,jin order to provide some remedy for the evils
arising from the visits of the Cubaguans. Two vissaere lading with salt, and the Clerigo, he said,
could go in one of them, which would be ready tibieaa month. Las Casas did not see the need for
his going; but the Franciscan Father was very urgbaut it. Every day they had mass and prayers for
inspiration in this matter, and discoursed upaftier prayers. Father Garceto, with true Flemish
perseverance, never swerved from his opinion,an fine same expression of it, winding up the
discourse by saying, “It does not appear to me bairthat you have to go and seek a remedy faethe
evils, in the cessation of which so much is atestal66]

But Las Casas was naturally very unwilling to leaigeterritory without the protection, slight as it
might be, of his presence; and, besides, thoughnths a small matter, he had been entrusted with no
small amount of merchandize. He accordingly prepam® sets of papers:—one being a
memorandum naming Francisco de Soto captain iCkggo's absence, and giving him the
necessary instructions; and the other being a tigspa which an appeal was made to dldiencia
of St. Domingo for protection from the visits oktBpaniards at Cubagua. This course left it open to
Las Casas to change his mind at the final mometiteofleparture of the ships. At last the day came
when it must be decided whether Las Casas was 6o got. Mass was said as usual, and the friends



afterwards took counsel together as they were tmuesl; when Father Garceto pronounced his
unvarying opinion—"Sir, you have to go, and by neans to remain.”

Overcome by this perseverance on the part of taediscan, which the Clerigo thought might be
an expression of the will of God, he yielded, hilt was not convinced. “God knows,” he exclaimed,
“how much | do this against my judgment and alsairggt my will, but | am willing to do it, since it
seems good to your Reverence; and if it be an,drvavuld rather err upon the opinion of another
man, than succeed by taking my own. Wherefore ehopsod that, since | do not do this thing for
any other intent than to perform my duty in thaickh have undertaken for His service, He will
convert even error int advantage.” Hereupon we ramark, that a man seldom makes so signal a
blunder as when he acts exceptionally, and comtisathe usual tenour of his life and character. Las
Casas was not wont to defer much to other menfdays, and why he should have given way to this
good Franciscan, who knew much less of the wodd the Clerigo did, is scarcely explicable, except
upon the ground that the Franciscan's argumenis seeweak, and his opinions so strong, as to give
an appearance of mysterious significance to ipfeefvhich a pious man like Las Casas would be
more likely to bow than to a well-connected traimamsoning. However, the decision was now
arrived at, and he set sail in the salt-carryingsetbound for St. Domingo, having parted from the
Franciscan monks with great grief on their partl ha not being a man, as he well says, alluding to
his affectionate disposition, to feel less griefhim part. [57]

Las Casas was not fortunate, perhaps not wisés ichlice of agents. Francisco de Soto was a
good and prudent man, but poor; and the Cleriggasso this poverty all the evils which De Soto
was the cause of. The first thing after the depardii Las Casas that Francisco de Soto did,
notwithstanding the express written orders (a afpyhich orders De Soto had signed) of his master
to the contrary, was to send away the only two$t# little colony had, to traffic for pearls, dpl
and even for slaves, as some believe. Now theddieaware to some extent of the temper of the
Indians, had given orders to De Soto, not on acp@a to send away these boats, so that if he ghoul
perceive symptoms of hostility in the Indians, hightibe able to embark the men and goods in these
boats, or the men at least, if there were not torembark the goods, and thus to save the litliengo
One of these boats was fitted with sails; the ottees a Moorish rowing-boat with many oars, which
the Indians in their language called “the centipeded of which they were much afraid.

The Indians had not had time to appreciate theva®ir the purposes of Las Casas. Nothing but
evil had hitherto come to them from converse whth $paniards. The pearl-fishers of Cubagua had
not ceased to molest the natives of Cumana; andwbether moved by former, yet recent, injuries,
or by new insults received after the Clerigo's depa; or whether, as he also conjectures, theg wer
by the decrees of Providence not destined to redbr blessings of the gospel, they resolved teemak
an onslaught upon the settlement. Twelve days badlapsed since Las Casas had sailed, before the
Franciscan brotherhood discerned the symptomsroingpdanger; and they asked Donna Maria
whether their suspicions were just or not, to whahsome of her countrymen were present, who
might make out something of the conversation, spéad with her voice “No,” but with her eyes she
said “Yes.”

At this point of time a Spanish vessel touchedatdoast, and the servants of the Clerigo begged
to be taken on board; but, whether from fear oiigaathe masters of the vessel would not listethéo
request; and the little colonywas left to its fate.

The poor Franciscan monks and the Clerigo's li@nteroamed about now in all the agony of fear
and indecision, endeavouring to find out, by gditagn one Indian hut to another, when the blow was
to take place. On the fourteenth day after the depmof Las Casas, they discovered that the attack
was to be made on the following morning; and thdast they resolved to fortify the monastery and
the adjoining storehouse. With that purpose thageqd round the building the twelve or fourteen guns
which they possessed; but on examination they faditkiis critical juncture that their powder was
damp.

Early on the ensuing morning, (this was now thedtday after warning had come to them from the
eyes of the kind-hearted Indian woman), and wihiéy twere drying their powder in the sun, the
Indians with a terrible war-whoop rushed down ugf@m. Two or three of the Clerigo's servants
were killed at the first onset; the rest, with Branciscans, made good the entrance to the moynaster
The Indians, however, succeeded in setting it i@ But fortunately there was a postern door that |



into the enclosed garden before mentioned, whichsuarounded by a hedge of canes. Another door
from the garden led out upon the bank of the rid¢the moment of attack Francisco de Soto
happened to be in the Indipoebloof Cumand, which was situated on the sea shoreryashort
distance from the monastery. As soon as he pedamat was going on, he fled to the monastery,
but in his flight was wounded by a poisoned arrbl@.succeeded, however, in making his way into
the garden with the other Spaniards. At the digari@ “stone’s-throw” there was a little creek,
where the monks had a canoe of their own which evbold fifty persons. They gained this canoe,
and pushed off down the river, while the Indiar@utht they were being burnt in the monastery. The
number of persons in the canoe was about fifteetwenty, including all of Las Casas's servants and
all the Franciscan monks, with the exception of layebrother, who at the first war-whoop of the
Indians had fled, and thrown himself into a bedanfes.

He now made his appearance high up upon the b@kidnds in the boat did their utmost to get to
the place where he was, but the stream was venggtigainst them. He, poor man, very nobly made
signs to them, not to attempt to return; and tledyhim to his fate. All this must have taken some
time, and the Indians now caught sight of the bloatantly they manned a light boat of their own,
lighter than the canoe, callegbgiagua,set off in pursuit, and soon gained upon the Spdsjavhose
object was to pull for the port of Araya, two leagand a half across the gulf (of Cariaco).

They pulled as men pulling for their lives, but 8wft piraguastill gained upon them; and they had
not proceeded more than a league, when they sawht#iaonly chance was to take to the shore again,
and throw themselves into one of the dense bedaatfis with which that coast abounds. phragua
and the canoe landed not “a quoit's-throw “ froroheather. Happily there was time enough for the
Spaniards to take refuge amongst the cactusesppsrnly to despair, but otherwise hardly to be
penetrated by a fullyarmed man. The Indians wekedzand though they made great efforts to get at
the Spaniards in this “thorn fortress,” they comtd do so, [58] though they were at one time very
near to them, so near that Father Joan Garcetbtioveell Las Casas, how one Indian was close upon
him, and lifted up his clufmacana)o kill him, and the Father bent his knees, and biweyes, and
raised his heart to God; but when he looked upethvas no one. Finally, in the course of the next
day, they got to their countrymen's ships. De $dd of the wounds which he had received, as the
arrows were poisoned. The other servants of Laa<;adl but the two or three who perished at the
first onset, together with the Franciscans, arrivea short time at St. Domingo.

All this happened in little more than a fortniglfitea the Clerigo's departure. Meanwhile, he
himself had been carried by the ignorance of higsmaes far beyond the port of St. Domingo; he had
to waste two months in beating against contraryecus; and finally he landed on another part of the
island of Hispaniola. As he was travelling therm&t. Domingo in company with other persons, and
they were taking thesiestaon the bank of a river, and he was asleep undeead party from the
city came up to them, and, being asked the ne\iditsat the Indians of the Pearl Coast had Kilkesl t
Clerigo Bartolome de Las Casas and all his housefitlose who journeyed with the Clerigo said,
“We are witnesses that that is impossible.” WHhileyt were disputing, Las Casas awoke to hear this
news; and, versed in misfortune as was, this mag been the most fatal intelligence he ever
received, and the most difficult to bear, for, thbine was sure enough that some of it was untaie, y
he could easily divine that some terrible disalstetr happened to his little colony. Afterwards, he
came to look upon the event as a judgment uporfdimaving acted in company with men whose
only object had been self-enrichment, saying, “thatigh God uses human means to bring about his
ends, yet that such helfedminiculos)are not needed for preaching the gospel.” “Stdk"he urges
on the other side, “if he was in such haste to @tcte offer of theudiencia,t was but to prevent the
slaughter and destruction which Ocampo's expeditias occasioning.”

Meanwhile, in great anxiety to hear the whole ef blad news, he approached the city of St.
Domingo, and when near there, some “good Christidnends of his, came out to meet and console
him, offering him money, even as much as four e thousand ducats, for a new attempt to colonize.

But none was to be made; and here, not without megtet at such a termination, we take leave of
any further hopes from the Clerigo's noble atteatblonization; and must content ourselves with
being rejoiced that he returned in safety fromltitkans of the Pearl Coast, who little knew the
disservice they had been doing to their ill-fatader, in thrusting away from them its greatest
benefactor.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Las Casas becomes a Dominican Me#tle devotes himself to Literature.

THE transactions narrated in the preceding chajiienot pass without much comment, and,
amongst other comment, that of contemporary hestsriwho have given a most unjust and inaccurate
version of the whole affair. It affords them graatusement to talk of the “smock-frock soldiers” of
the Clerigo, and of the labourers dressed like Kisigf Calatrava; but, as we have seen from his own
account, which he says is “the pure truffa’verdad pura)none of these labourers went to Cumana,
and, if they had gone there, it was not from theuy that the knights were to have been chosen.
There were also other statements made by thesgihist equally false, which Las Casas takes the
pains of refuting.

If the writer of this narrative may be permittedamcy himself addressing Las Casas (and a fearful
consideration it is, that biographers and the petpy write about may some day be brought into
each others’ presence), he would say, “You neethand spent so many pages of your valuable
history in confuting what has been written on thbjsct of your expedition, with manifest ill-nature
by Gomara, or, in the spirit of mere worldlinesg Gviedo. But | should like to suggest to you
(having been made wise by the event), that, wherhgal once collected this body of labourers
together, and had brought them to Porto Rico, ymulsl not have let them disperse; but, instead of
going to theaudienciaat St. Domingo (never likely to be friendly to yotg prevent the ill effects of
Ocampo's expedition, you should have accompanmadhbnce to Cumana.

“It was certain that his expedition would rende thdians intolerant of your designs; and you
could hardly hope to be in time to check his prooags by orders from St. Domingo. Besides,
according to your own account, Ocampo was a wWifttgcious, agreeable man, an old friend of yours;
and had you accompanied him on the voyage, andioidhe real feelings of powerful people at
court, and then addressed such offers of persovah#age to himself, as | think you might have
made, you would perhaps have gained him over. @héme head of your two or three hundred
colonists, and with your own vessels and outfitj yaould have been more powerful than you ever
were afterwards, though armed with letters fromaheiencia.l speak, as | said before, with all the
easy wisdom gained by knowing the event; and amewfahe foolishness of most criticism upon
action. Moreover, | can thoroughly understand yaersion to bring your great scheme into any
contact with what was avowedly an avenging, andlikal/ to be a marauding, expedition.

“I forbear to dwell much upon your rare and unfodte modesty in yielding to the advice of
Father Garceto, and forsaking your little colortya éime when the presence of one earnest and
vigorous man was worth a wilderness of orders ftloeaudienciawhich, as you must have known,
lost some of their force in every league that tiweye borne from the centre of authority, untileest|
in thellanos,or the forests, of the Terra-firma, these missweee little better than so much waste-
paper.”

From the molestation of such remarks, in which, éaav, criticism is meant to be tempered by
profound respect, Las Casas was, in all probapditjte free. He wrote to the King, to Cardinal
Adrian (by this time advanced to the Papacy, thduagCasas did not know it), and to his other
Flemish friends, to tell them what had happened;then waited until their answers should arrive
from Spain.

His thoughts at this period of his life must haeeh very bitter,—crowded with infinite regrets,
and full of fearful anticipations. The prize thatchbeen ever hovering before him was so great—the
safety and pacification of vast territories and eumuis populations:—the hinderances that had fatally
thwarted him were so disproportionately, so malidglyasmall. The truth is, that for great enterpsise



and even in the conduct of common life, it seem$ @g souls were needed: the one to watch, while
the other sleeps; one to do the worldly work, ttieeothe spiritual; and each to cheer the other wit
perfect sympathy. Had Las Casas met with but orrehmaging a soul like his own, who would have
been a real lieutenant to him, the obstacles imvhig fearful as they were, might have been doybled
and yet his end have been attained. But what doultbped from men like Berrio or De Soto, who
manifestly possessed none, or next to none, ddpihig and intelligence of their leader?

Harmonious conjoint action was then, as it is nine,greatest difficulty in the world.

Happily, there is an end to all things. Human erdaaends in conquest, or in defeat, and, in case
of either being carried to an extreme, is aptml gito insensibility. There is the swooning linot
mental, as well as to bodily, endurance. It is npdiuresque, and seems grandest, when this is the
death-swoon; and when a man’s good fortunes, le@sgees, and his life all unite in falling down
together before some great calamity. And, if suath tow been the case with the heroic Clerigo, it
could have been no matter of surprise to any orehald traced his career up to this fatal period.

Of his power to endure and to persevere, the kistbthe Indies, if faithfully told, will convince
every reader. Indeed, in this power lay the pedtjiaf his character, and it was that which marked
him out from other men of his time as much pertagpbis benevolence. This kind of perseverance is
much more rare than people suppose, and is sddardintain, that we cannot but admire even bad
men, who silently, resolutely, enduringly pursueecevil object of selfinterest, or mere glory,
through long and toilsome years. Rarer even thafopnd attention in the intellect is this kind of
pertinacity in the moral powers. Each day bringoin interests with it, and makes its claims very
loudly upon the men of that day. But a man withr@ag social purpose, like Las Casas, has to work on
at something, which, for any given day, appeary reglevant and makes him seem very obtrusive.
This unwelcome part he must perform amidst theudisgnd weariness of all other people,—through
weeks, months, years perhaps, of the most diredliagement,—when all the while life seems too
short for a great purpose, and when he feels dieedfi events ebb by him, and nothing accomplished.
The spectre of Death cowers in his pathway, anémeter he has time to think away from his
subject, occurs to threaten him. But all these trema and hinderances are as nothing when compared
with the weariness and want of elastic power whidbe from that terrible familiarity with their
subject, which, in the case of most persons, urlesshave very deep and very imaginative souls,
grows over and incrusts, like a fungus, the lif¢hafir original purposes. There are everywhere afen
an immense capacity for labour, if their dutiessureh as come to them day by day to be done, &nd ar
connected with self-advancement or renown; butrtteat is somewhat of a prodigy who is found, in
self-appointed labour, as earnest, as strenuodsasfresh for his work, as those who receive
impulses daily renewed which keep them up to thepointed tasks.

Such considerations demand our attention when ogiéting the career of such a remarkable man
as Las Casas. The age in which he lived was osm@ifilar movement; and his was a mind capable of
great versatility, and inclined to take an interegnany things. Wars with France, conquests ily,lta
contests with England, civil commotions about iberties of the Spanish Parliaments, the
suppression of heretics, dire strife throughoutGleemanic Empire, and hard-contested battles with
the Moors, were all of them subjects, that in thain agitated Charles the Fifth and his ministers.
Vast discoveries of unknown lands, unheard-of tresssin gold and precious stones, new animals,
new men, new trees, the most wild and fanciful ®whlife, extraordinary changes of fortune, and
romantic adventures, were the daily topics in tidids. This remarkable man, Las Casas, heard all
these things, sympathized with all men's feelingsuathem; but hardly, | conceive, for any single
day, omitted to do something in promoting the fixedpose of his life. Walking about amongst his
fellow men in that tremendous and saddening saitodvhich a great idea enwraps a great man;
feeling that all his efforts, even if successfuigit be so too late; it is to be wondered that sualan
retained his sanity, and that we are cognizanbbahe long fit of dire despondency in a life otbu
unwearied effort, such immense successes, andosechowering disappointments.

The present was the lowest point of depressiorthieatesolute mind of Las Casas ever sounded.

In recounting the latter part of his story as ant, a certain hopelessness creeps in upon his
narrative. Perhaps the Indians are by the profoumg of Providence ordained to be destroyed, as
many other nations have been; perhaps the Spamigrd®t to be saved from the commission of great
wickedness and from decay of their power; perhapsJin merits were not such as to warrant his



being the man chosen to save the one nation,redem the other.[59] Thus he argues. He intimates
that he should have gone back to Spain to seekemedies, had he possessed the means; and that, if
he had done so, the whole course of events imtiied might have been greatly changed for the
better. I think it is evident, however, that it wast strictly want of means (did not his friendsnen

out to meet him, proffering money?), but that tbedful spirit, which had been the mainstay of his

life, was now deficient in him. Had he been a weakelfish, or not a religious man, he would have
been absolutely brokenhearted. He was probabljteidyucast down as a good man can be. and |
conjecture that he suffered under that abject,endepression which results from extreme distress

of mind or prolonged overwork, and which none, thaise who have suffered something like it, can
imagine.

There are but small indications of the mental sirfégs which Las Casas went through at this
period of his life. As a gentleman, a scholar, etlesiastic, above all, as a Castillian, Las Cases
not likely to spread out the sorrows of his souttos pages of his history; but enough is theren @éve
the restrained tone of the narrative, to show hmsatdent nature must for the moment have been
crushed into torpor by misfortune.

The kind Dominicans, his old friends, received Inito their monastery. There | fancy him sitting
in saome retired nook in their garden, thinkingraes of the similar garden at Cumana, of the caurt
Barcelona, Valladolid, or Saragossa, and the gneat he had seen and heard there;—then of his old
enemy the Bishop of Burgos, whereupon the tearedoto his eyes, for, in the bitterest encounters,
there is a tenderness which is to come out hereditel, besides, he thinks the Bishop would not
exult over him now, but would be rather sorry tloéimerwise. He has sat so long (the once restless
man!) that the timid lizard has hurriedly rustlediim many times. And now, with measured step,
comes one of his kind hosts, and seats himseli®hénch beside him,—a certain Father Betanzos,
whom the Clerigo had known for several years, g-ared young man, grey from his terrible
penances in other lands, who was afterwards a pnostinent figure in the history of the New World.
And now the good monk, alluding perhaps to somedapeavhich the Clerigo had uttered in the first
bitterness of his disappointment, about retiriregrfrthe world, exalts the theme, impresses upon him
the paramount necessity for a man to considervaissoul and what he can do to save that, tells him
he has done enough for the Indians, and delichtetg that the Clerigo does not seem to be the
chosen vessel for the conversion of these nattonshich, in his intense humiliation, Las Casas
makes but a poor reply, and, indeed, thinks it mlidie true. And then the severe young monk moves
away, quite satisfied that he has done a verysaabie thins for the soul of his friend.

Whether the rest of the above picture is to thee bf not, at any rate we know that the brethren di
solicit him to become one of themselves. He pleddatihe had written to the King, to Cardinal
Adrian, and to others of his Flemish friends; dmat he must await their answers. “What will it pirof
you, if you should die before their answers conreplied Father Betanzos. [60] From this it appears
as if Las Casas had been ill, although he mentioriness at this point of his narrative. | conjee,
therefore, that it was the temporary abeyanceegéttergy within him, which looked like the
precursor of death. Hopeless for the moment ofiggihis great object, sick of the world, and
beginning to ponder more frequently on the statei®toul, [61] he yielded to the wishes of the
friendly monks, and in 1522 received the tonsuoenfFather Betanzos, to the great joy of the
brethren, and also of the inhabitants of St. Domjtoyt for very different reasons, as he remarke—th
former no doubt rejoicing to gain a distinguished good man for their brotherhood, the latter
delighting to see a man interred, as they thougt#,monastery, who had been in the habit of
hindering them in all the robberies and wickednelsieh they had been wont to commit for their
“iniquitous temporal interests.”

Afterwards letters for him did come from court, &tteng kind encouragement and invitation from
his friends the Flemings; but his superiors didstaw him these letters, for fear of disquieting hi
mind. Letters also came from Pope Adrian for therigb, but it was when he could no longer dispose
of himself. [62] If he had gone to Spain, it is ipable, as he would have found King Charles there,
that he might have succeeded in some new entegidris@onization. [63] But this was not to be; and
he remained in the monastery of St. Domingo, moiinifpe narrow circle of his duties there, and, as
we are told, writing his history [64] of the Indies

Profiting so much as we do by this history, stilnust be regretted that Las Casas should have
been thus occupied; and, however desirable it ntighhat he should regard his soul, | cannot but



regret, in somewhat of a secular spirit, that feukhhave been taken away for the present from the
civil administration of the Indies, which gainedeomore devout man, and lost that much rarer
character, a profoundly and perseveringly philaogio reformer, of which latter character the Indies
had then far more need than all the rest of thédamirt together.

It is doubtful, moreover, whether his studies attfonastery did not do far more harm than good
to his faculty for historical writing. It must, bojecture, have been at this period, that he diutliese
works which enabled him to confuse his narrativihwiappropriate learning. Before his becoming a
monk, | imagine he knew little of what Pliny, Diads Siculus, Dionysius Halicarnassensis, Aristotle,
the Master of the Sentences, or other learnednaritehose names infest his pages, had said upon any
subject. It is not to be forgotten, however, thdijle Las Casas dwelt in monastic retreat, he figba
acquired that knowledge of the Fathers and the @chen, which enabled him to battle so
successfully before kings and princes with the rfemted persons of his time, using the favourite
scholastic weapons of that age.

CHAPTER IX.

Las Casas in the Dominican monasteiylis studies—He goes to Mexice-Establishes himself in the
monastery at Santiago de GuatemataHe proposes to conquer theand of War” with the aid of his
monks.

LAS CASAS remained for eight years in the Dominicaonastery of Hispaniola, during which
time he led a life of extreme seclusion. In théghteyears the bounds of the Indian Empire had been
immensely enlarged. Cortes had completed his catgfiéNew Spain, Alvarado had conquered
Guatemala, Pizarro had commenced the conquestwf &®l the captains or the rivals of Pedrarias,
exceeding all other Spaniards in cruelty, had datad the fertile regions of Nicaragua. [65] Las
Casas must have heard about all these transadiathsye can well imagine what he must have
thought of them. For five years of his life—namdhpm 1522 to 1527, there is but one fact known
about him; but that one is very significant. Ithat he was not allowed to preach: probably, bexaus
the monastery wished to stand well with the towrd feared to allow Las Casas to enter the pulpit,
knowing what terrible truths he would utter. [66Wearn this fact in a very curious and authentic
manner from a witness in a legal process whichfter days, was instituted against Las Casas by the
governor of Nicaragua. The witness says, thatngaemained in San Domingo two years, he does
not know that in the whole of that time brother tRatomew preached; and the witness further
deposes, that the Auditors of San Domingo had eabkgs Casas not to preach. It may be doubted,
however, whether any secular command would have baficient to restrain him.

In 1527, it is said, he commenced his history,niost valuable groundwork for the history of
America that exists.

The exact time and the particular cause of thentexace of Las Casas into the world are both very
doubtful. A rebellion of the Indians in Hispaniolmder the cacique Enrique, is supposed to have
engaged his attention; and it is stated by Ovikdblie was sent to negotiate with the revolted
cacique. He is also said, upon some grounds ag@péars to me, to have gone to to the Court oinSpai
in the year 1530. Moreover, it is alleged that,r8iadefore the second expedition of Pizarro touPer
Las Casas, foreseeing the evils of that expedigiosgured a royal decree, ordering that Pizarro and
Almagro should abstain from making slaves of ttdidns; and it is further stated that Las Casas
himself travelled to Peru, and delivered this oidéry the hands of these captains. [67] Thereese f
lives in which the main events, and the circumstaran which they depended, are clearer than in that
of Las Casas. But, at this period of his life, frbie entrance into the Dominican monastery in
Hispaniola until his occupation of the Dominicanmastery of Santiago in Guatemala, founded by



Betanzos, there is great confusion and incertitlidee abide by the account of Remesal, the writer
from whom we learn most about Las Casas, the faligus the order of events.

Las Casas having, by his presence at Court, olotéingedecree in favour of the natives of Peru,
returned to Hispaniola. Immediately after his refur provincial Chapter of the Dominican Order was
held in that island, and upon that occasion a pvs appointed for the Dominican convent at
Mexico,—the “Province,” as it was called, of Mexibeing dependent upon that of Hispaniola. [68]
That prior, Francisco de San Miguel, took Las Caa#s him, intending to give him companions for
passing on to Peru, not only to notify the royairde, but to found convents in the newly-discovered
country. Thus it was that Las Casas came to Mefibhe.assumption of prelatical authority on the part
of the convent at Hispaniola was the cause of greable to the Dominican brethren in New Spain.
We have already seen how Domingo de Betanzos vaakesly summoned to attend a chapter, or
meeting, of his Order in Mexico; and the causei®hbieing sent for was no other than the arrival, or
the rumour of the arrival, of the new prior. Renesates that Las Casas helped to allay the
differences which arose on this occasion amongsbitathren; and then commenced his mission to
Peru, accompanied by two Dominicans, who afterwbet®me celebrated men,—Bernardino de
Minaya and Pedro de Angulo.

It was at the beginning of the year 1531 that Las&S set out from Mexico with his companions,
and traversing New Spain and Guatemala, came tr&faa, in which province they took ship at the
port of Realejo. There the good fathers were fate®nough to find a vessel which was going with
men and provisions to Pizarro. They availed thewesebf this means of transport, and notified the
decree to the Spanish captains in Peru; but finttiagthe state of the country did not then adrhit o
the founding of monasteries, they returned to Panamd from thence went to Realejo, which port
they reached in February or March of the year 1532.

A bishop, Diego Alvarez Osorio, had just been nated by the Emperor for Nicaragua, who was
also endowed with the office of Protector of thdiéms. The bishop, naturally enough, saw in this
advent of the good fathers from Peru an excellppbdunity for founding a Dominican convent in
Leon, the chief Spanish town of Nicaragua, anddugbd them to stay with him. They consented, and
began to learn the language of the country, wighetkception of Pedro de Angulo, who already knew
Mexican well, and was therefore able at once teatare the Indians, and to teach them the Christian
Faith. [69]

We are now, happily, on the firm ground of histasjren we bring Las Casas into Nicaragua;
though we must not suppose that he remained staidhere for any long period. In 1534, he
undertook a second voyage to Peru, but was drigek by a storm, and did not renew the enterprise.
Herrera makes him go to Spain, and though he giwveong date (1536) for this, yet the main
statement may be true. Remesal makes Las Casasl§83 to the island of Hispaniola; and if this
should be a true account (as it seems, from cestainmstances that are mentioned, a probable one),
[70] it was then also that Las Casas may haveferet more potently in the affairs of the revolted
cacique, Enrique, than is generally admitted byilseavriters. There is no doubt, however, that,
whilst at Nicaragua, Las Casas organized a fornhédagposition to the governor, Rodrigo de
Contreras, whom he prevented from undertaking dtieose expeditions into the interior which were
always most injurious to the native Indians.

Las Casas had great reason for opposing any spédli¢gion in this country, as we learn from him
that the most outrageous atrocities against thiamschad already taken place in this province. He
mentions that it had been known to happen thatpvahleody of four thousand Indians accompanied
an expedition to carry burdens, only six of thetameed alive. He likewise describes how when an
Indian was sick with weariness and hunger, andlertatproceed, as a quick way of getting the chain
free from the Indian, his head was cut off, anthsaevas disengaged from the gang in which he
travelled. “Imagine,” he says, “what the others thasve felt.” [71]

The Bishop of Nicaragua, who endeavoured to makegbetween Las Casas and the governor,
died; and their feud, consequently, raged moreenity} than before.

In passing through Guatemala on his way by lariRdalejo, in his first attempt to reach Peru, Las
Casas must have observed the deserted Dominicaasteoy in Guatemala; and, in all probability, he
rested in one of its cells. He must also have naad@aintance with the curate of the town, Francisco
de Marroquin. Marroquin had since become a bishog,it seems certain that he now invited brother
Bartholomew to come from Nicaragua to Guatemala.Casas probably finding that he could not



resist the governor of Nicaragua, abandoned theerdrihere, and, accompanied by his brethren,
proceeded to Guatemala and took up his abode icotineent which Domingo de Betanzos had built,
and which had remained vacant for six years.

It will be necessary now, to give a short reviewra principal events which had occurred in
Guatemala between the departure of Domingo de Besasnd the arrival of Las Casas and his
brethren to occupy the deserted monastery.

Alvarado, one of the most restless even of thositess men—the conquerors of the New World
—had been devoting his energies to fitting outetffor the purpose of further discoveries. Thaeffl
was built at a port called Iztapa, situated abeutsteen leagues from the present city of Guatemala
When Alvarado was at the Court of Spain he had betdopes of making further discoveries. But the
great news of Pizarro's golden success reachingréweely ears of the rapacious governor of
Guatemala, he resolved to proceed southwards ogoihtPizarro in his enterprise. He was the more
readily induced to do this, as he knew that Pizesaie but poorly equipped. It was in vain that the
king’s officers at Guatemala protested stoutly agleAlvarado's expedition to Peru. They said tlat h
would leave his own colony bare, and that it wothéyefore, be in great peril, because a largeqfart
it was in a state of war; and that even the subdhidns, seeing themselves freed from the yoke of
armed men, would rise in revolt. Moreover, theyejdvith a shrewd insight into the future, that the
lieutenant-governor whom Alvarado was leaving wdudcontinually obliged to be sending men and
horses to assist his master; and, consequenttythinarmed force of the country would, day by day,
be growing weaker. To these sound arguments Aleargplied that the government of Guatemala
was a small matter for him, and that he wishedotamd seek another greater one. With regard to the
guestion of danger, he said that he intended ®wath him the principal Indians, and so leave the
province secure for the Spaniards.

The king's officers persevered in their remonsteanand wrote both to the king, and to the
audienciaof Mexico. Theaudienciaagreed with the king's officers of Guatemala, anoteto
Alvarado, forbidding the enterprise. He was notyvéeer, to be daunted by their endeavours to
restrain him, and he persevered in taking his depafor Peru.

The result of this expedition was disastrous, altfioAlvarado himself did not suffer much, as he
received an ample sum for the forces which he madeto Pizarro. Alvarado returned to Guatemala
at the end of the year 1535, not long before Lasa€with his Dominican monks established
themselves in the monastery at Santiago de Guagemal

The Dominican brethren who accompanied Las Cagsdsalhof whom afterwards became
celebrated men, were Luis Cancér, Pedro de AngualbRodrigo de Ladrada. These grave and
reverend monks might any time in the year 1537 lean found sitting in a little class round the
Bishop of Guatemala, an elegant scholar, but whokelarship was now solely employed to express
Christian doctrines in the Utlatecan language, comyncalled Quiche. As the chronicler says, “It
was a delight to see the bishop, as a master &drd#ons and conjugations in the Indian tongue,
teaching the good fathers of St. Dominic.” Thislgte afterwards published a work in Utlatecan, in
the prologue of which he justly says, “It may, pexnece, appear to some people a contemptible thing
that prelates should be thus engaged in triflimggd solely fitted for the teaching of children;t bifi
the matter be well looked into, it is a baser thiagjto abase one’s self to these apparent triibes,
such teaching is the ‘marrow’ of our Holy Faith Rd bishop was quite right. It will soon be seentwha
an important end this study of the language lednal, | doubt not—indeed, it might almost be
proved—that there are territories, neighbourinGt@mtemala, which would have been desert and
barren as the sands of the sea but for the knowlefithe Utlatecan language acquired by these good
fathers,—an acquisition, too, it must be recolldcteot easy or welcome to men of their age and thei
habits.

It happened that a little before the year 1535,Casas had composed a treatise, which, though it
was never printed, made a great noise at the ttmas entitledDe unico vocationis moddt. was
written in Latin, but was translated into Spaneshg so became current, not only amongst the monks
and learned men, but also amongst the common sehie colonists. It consisted of two
propositionsThe first was, that men were to be brought to Glangy by persuasion; and the
second, which seems but a consequence of thetfiastwithout special injury received on the pdrt o
the Christians, it was not lawful for them to caorywar against infidels, merely as infidels. The
treatise, though requiring in parts to be passéckiyuover, would, if we may judge by other workls o



the same author, be interesting even now, and galirse reference to the daily affairs of lifelet
Indies, must at the time it was written have beswith eager and angry attention by the Spanish
colonists possessing Indian slaves, whom they tadhy their bows and their spears. To gain these
slaves, they had toiled and bled. During long aad$ésing marches they had been alternately frozen,
parched, and starved; sufferings only to be cormgtedgor, and poorly compensated, by the large
droves of captives which they had brought in tribrback with them. We may imagine the indignant
manner in which these fierce veterans read whas gagy could or would read of this wise and gentle
treatise De unico vocationis modwyritten by the great protector of the Indians, vaa now indeed
emerged to some purpose frdms quiet cell inthe Dominican monastery.

But the conquerors were not only indignant at tbetiihes propounded in this treatise of Las
Casas: they laughed at his theories—that mockimghlaf the so-called practical men,—a kind of
laugh well known to all those who have attemptedd@ny new and good thing. “Try it,” they said;
“try with words only and sacred exhortations tagrthe Indians to the true faith;” and Las Casas,
who never said the thing he did not mean to abjgeédok them at their word, and said he would try
it.

Now there was a neighbouring province called Tuahy) which, amongst the Spanish inhabitants
of Guatemala, had the ill nameTkrra de GuerraThe Land of War.” This district was a terror to
them; and the people in it were a “phantom of t@the Spaniards. Thrice they had attempted to
penetrate this land; thrice they had returned dedeavith their hands up to their hegtis manos en
la cabeca)Such is the statement oERESAL. The land, therefore, was much more difficult to
penetrate than if no Spaniard had ever been theneg an irritated country, not merely an untried
one. With all our knowledge hitherto acquired oélGasas, we cannot but feel timid and
apprehensive as to the result of this bold undewtasf his. We are not left in doubt as to the
magnitude of the enterprise. The story is no mdnhkisrrative to magnify the merits of the writer's
Order. There was a formal compact entered intdhbyteémporary governor of Guatemala with Las
Casas, as vicar of the convent of San Domingo hichwit is admitted that the Indians in question
were fierce men in revolt, whom no Spaniard daoegit near. Their country, too, was a most difficult
one to conquer, where the ways were obstructeddmntains, intersected by rivers, and lost amidst
dense forests.

The substance of the agreement is, that if Las€Casany of his monks, can bring these Indians
into conditions of peace, so that they should retzegthe Spanish monarch for their lord paramount,
and pay him any moderate tribute, he, the govemou]d place all those provinces under his majesty
in chief(en cabeca de su Magestadind would not give them to any private Spaniardnoomienda.
Moreover, no Spaniard, under heavy penalties, éxtbepgovernor himself in person, should be
allowed for five years to enter into that territofhis agreement bears date the 2nd of May, 158V, a
was signed by Alonzo Maldonado, the temporary gomeof Guatemala.

Las Casas would hardly have been able to pershadethless soldier, Pedro de Alvarado, to sign
any such contract as the foregoing. It was, thegefosingular felicity for the enterprise in hatidht
Alvarado was at that time absent from the proviacel powerless in it.

After the manner of pious men of those times, Lasas and his monks did not fail to commence
their undertaking by having recourse to the masiefiet prayers, severe lasts, and other mortifioatio
These lasted several days. They then turned teethdar part of their enterprise, using all thdl ski
that the most accomplished statesmen, or men afidhlel, could have brought to bear upon it. The
first thing they did, was to translate into velisethe Quiche language, the great doctrines of the
Church. In these verses they described the creafitive world, the fall of man, his banishment from
Paradise, and mediation prepared for him; theflifdnef Christ, His passion, His death, His
resurrection, His ascension; then His future retaudge all men, the punishment of the wicked and
the reward of the good. They divided the work, Whi@s very extensive, intiplas,after the
Castillian fashion. [72] We might well wish, for mareasons, that this laudable work remained to us,
but I am not aware of there being any traces abitstence.

The good fathers then began to study how they dhntrioduce their poem to the notice of the
Indians of Tuzulutlan; and, availing themselvea dfappy thought for this purpose, they called to
their aid four Indian merchants, who were in thbihaf going with merchandise, several times a year
into this province called “the Land of War.” The nks, with great care, taught these four men to
repeat the couplets which they had composed. Tpidgspentered entirely into the views of their



instructors. Indeed, they took such pains in legyiheir lessons, and (with the fine sense for oalisi
intonation which the Indians generally possessepgated these verses so well, that there was gothin
left to desire. The composition and the teachinguped three months, and was not completed until
the middle of August, 1537. Las Casas communidaitethtended undertaking to Domingo de
Betanzos, now the head of the Dominican Order iw [Spain, who was delighted to give his sanction
and his blessing to the good work. The monks aeadrtérchants, however, were not satisfied until
they had brought their labours to much greatergoéidn, until, indeed, they had set these verses to
music, so that they might be accompanied by theamghstruments; music, taking care, however, to
give the voice parts a higher place in the scala that of the deeptoned instruments of the natives
[73] No doubt, this music was a great improvemegudruanything the Indians had ever heard in the
way of sweet sounds.

The enterprise was now ready to be carried intomet-to be transplanted from the schools into
the world. It was resolved that the merchants shoammence their journey into “the Land of War,”
carrying with them not only their own merchandiset being furnished by Las Casas with the usual
small wares to please aborigines, such as scidsoves, looking-glasses, and bells. The pupils and
the teachers parted, the merchants making theiistmmed journey into the territories of Quiche and
Zacapula, their destination being a cerfairebloof a great cacique of those parts, a wise and kearli
chief, who had many powerful alliances. [74]

CHAPTER X.

Las Casas succeeds in converting by peaceable m&hnd.and of War—He is sent to Spain, and
detained there by the Council of the Indies.

BEHIND all ostensible efforts of much novelty andgnitude, what silent longings and
unutterable expectations lie unnoticed or concéatethe crowded theatre, or the cold, impatient
senate, the voice that is raised for the first taperhaps for ever afterwards to command an absolute
attention— trembles with all the sensibility of @es) while great thoughts and vast aspirations,
hurrying together in the agitated mind, obstruat eanfuse the utterance. We pity, with an intense
sympathy, the struggles of one who is about tcab®ofis. Meanwhile, perhaps, in some dark corner or
obscure passage, is the agonized and heart-sidlematho can hardly think, or hope, or pray,
convinced, as far as she is conscious of anythivag,her child ought to succeed, and must succeed,
but suffering all the timid anxiety that mature ggewill ever bring, and with the keenest appreorati
of every difficulty and drawback that can prevemtcess.

It is a bold figure to illustrate the feelings ofrnk by those of a mother; but it may be doubted
whether many mothers have suffered a keener agaaypoehensive expectation than Las Casas and
his brethren endured at this and other similartsaihtheir career. They had the fullest faith i0dG
and the utmost reliance upon Him; but they knew Heacts through secondary means, and how
easily, they doubtless thought, might some failnrineir own preparation— some unworthiness in
themselves— some unfortunate conjunction of palitatfairs in the Indies—some dreadful wile of
the Evil One—frustrate all their long enduring hepk an age when private and individual success is
made too much of, and success for others tog, littteay be difficult for many persons to imagite t
intense interest with which these childless mekéodorward to the realization of their great
religious enterprise, the bringing of the Indiagpleaceful means into the fold of Christ.

The merchants were received, as was the custorndargry without inns, into the palace of the
cacique, where they met with a better reception tisual, being enabled to make him presents of
these new things from Castille. They then set ep tent, and began to sell their goods as thegwer
wont to do, their customers thronging about theset®the Spanish novelties. When the sale was over



for that day, the chief men amongst the Indiansaiead with the cacique, to do him honour. In the
evening, the merchants asked foteptanastle,”an instrument of music which we may suppose to
have been the same as the Mexiegronaztli{75] or drum. They then produced some timbrels and
bells, which they had brought with them, and betgesing the verses which they had learned by heart,
accompanying themselves on the musical instruméhts effect produced was very great. The
sudden change of character, not often made, fromarahant to a priest, at once arrested the attentio
of the assemblage. Then, if the music was beyowthig that these Indians had heard, the words
were still more extraordinary; for the good fathieasl not hesitated to put into their verses the
guestionable assertion that idols were demonsthaaertain fact that human sacrifices were
abominable. The main body of the audience waslueldj and pronounced these merchants to be
ambassadors from new gods.

The cacique, with the caution of a man in authpgtispended his judgment until he had heard
more of the matter. The next day, and for sevenemaing days, this sermon in song was repeated. In
public and in private, the person who insisted noosthis repetition was cacique, and he expressed a
wish to fathom the matter, and to know the origid aneaning of these things. The prudent merchants
replied, that they only sang what they had heduat; it was not their business to explain theseegers
for that office belonged to certapadreswho instructed the people. “And who gradres?”asked
the chief. In answer to this question, the merchaainted pictures of the Dominican monks, in their
robes of black and white, and with their tonsuredds. The merchants then described the lives of
thesepadres:how they did not eat meat, and how they did noirdemld, or feathers, or cocoa; that
they were not married, and had no communicatioh witmen; that night and day they sang the
praises of God; and that they knelt before veryubfa images. Such were the persons, the merchants
said, who could and would explain these coupléey ivere such good people, and so ready to teach,
that if the cacique were to send for them, theyld:ooost willingly come.

The Indian chief resolved to see and hear theseathaus men in black and white, with their hair
in the form of a garland, who were so differentirother men; and for this purpose, when the
merchants returned, he sent in company with thénother of his, a young man twenty-two years of
age, who was to invite the Dominicans to visitltristher's country, and to carry them presents. The
cautious cacique instructed his brother to lool teethe ways of thesgadresto observe whether
they had gold and silver like the other Christiaared whether there were women in their houses.
These instructions having been given, and his brdiaving taken his departure, the cacique made
large offerings of incense and great sacrificesigadols for the success of the embassage.

On the arrival of this company at Santiago, LasaSasd the Dominican monks received the
young Indian chief with every demonstration of veehe: and it need hardly be said with what joy
they heard from the merchants who accompanied hsthe success of their mission.

While the Indian prince was occupied in visiting town of Santiago, the monks debated amongst
themselves what course they should pursue in reert® the invitation which they had received from
the cacique. Guided throughout by great prudeihey, tesolved not to risk the safety of the whole of
their body, but to send only one monk at first masmbassador and explorer. Their choice fell upon
Father Luis Cancér, who probably was the mosteskitif all the four in the language that was likely
to be best understood in Tuzulutlan. Meanwhilect&que's brother and his attendants made their
observations on the mode of life of the monks, grtadified him and them by little presents. It was
time now to return; and the whole party, consisthguis Cancér, the cacique's brother, his Indians
and the four merchants of Guatemala, set off framti@go on their way to the cacique's country.

Luis Cancér carried with him a present for the gaeiin fabrics of Castille, and also some crosses
and images. The reason given for carrying theser it “That the cacique might read in them that
which he might forget in the sermons that woulgleached to him.” [76] The journey of Father Luis
was a continued triumph. Everywhere the differamas noticed between his dress, customs, and
manners, and those of the Spaniards who had altesatyseen in Tuzulutlan. When he came into the
cacique's territory he was received under triumphethes, and the ways were made clean before him
as if he had been a monarch, traversing his kingddrthe entrance of the cacique's own town, the
chief himself came out to meet Father Luis, anddbenbefore him, cast down his eyes, showing him
the same mark of reverence that he would have showe priests of that country. More substantial
and abiding honours soon followed. At the caciqaelers a church was built, and in it the fathed sa
mass in the presence of the chief, who was espedilighted with the cleanliness of the sacerdotal



garments, for the priests of his own country, tikese of Mexico, affected filth and darkness, the
fitting accompaniments for a religion of terror.

Meanwhile, Father Luis continued to explain thei§€tan creed, having always a most attentive
and favourable hearer in the cacique. The good rhadkaken the precaution to bring with him the
written agreement signed by the governor, and plamed to the chief the favourable conditions that
it contained for the welfare of the Indians. Thechants were witnesses who might be appealed to
for the meaning of this document; and that theyawaithful to the monks—indeed, a sort of lay-
brotherhood—may be inferred from the fact of tleintinuing to chaunt every evening the verses
which had won for them at first the title of ambadsrs from new gods. The cacique's brother gave a
favourable report of what he had seen at Santeuthe result of all these influences on the noind
the Indian chieftain was such, that he determineshtbrace the Christian faith. No sooner had he
become a proselyte, than, with all the zeal andggrigelonging to that character, he began to preach
the new doctrine to his own vassals. He was tlsetfirpull down and to burn his idols; and many of
his chiefs, in imitation of their master, likewisecame iconoclasts.

In a word, the mission of Father Luis was supremsalycessful, and after he had visited other parts
of the country subject to the converted caciqueeh&ned, according to the plan that had been
determined upon by the brethren, to the town oti&go, where Las Casas and the other monks
received with ineffable delight the good tidingsig¥htheir brother had to communicate to them. Even
if the result of this mission be looked at as aamaatter of worldly success, all persons of anygrow
of sympathy will be glad to find that some entesprprojected by Las Casas met with its due reward,
and such a reward, indeed, as might well serv&acesthe remembrance of the terrible disaster at
Cumand, which had driven him from secular into nsticdife. How often, perhaps, in the solitude of
his cell at St. Domingo, had he regretted takira ttremediable step, especially when he found from
letters, that his friends at Court had not forgotién; and how often had he painted to himself,
according to the fancies we all indulge in, thedytimat he might have done had he taken “the other
course.”

It was at the end of October, 1537, at the clogb@fainy season, when those provinces could best
be traversed, that father Luis returned to Santiage Casas himself now resolved to go into “the
Land of War,” taking as a companion father Pedréuwgulo, who also was well acquainted with the
language of that district. As might be expected,dacique (whom we shall hereafter call by his
baptismal name, Don Juan) received Las Casas Widb@honours. In the interval of time that had
elapsed between the departure of father Luis amantival of father Bartholomew, the new convert's
sincerity and energy had been sorely tried. Indiéedas hardly to be expected that this sudden
conversion could go on with all the success thdtdteended it in the beginning. The first great
difficulty that he encountered arose from the failog circumstances.

There happened to be a treaty of marriage for gltauof the cacique of Coban with the brother
of the converted cacique—that same brother whovtsgteéd the Dominicans at Santiago. It was a
custom on such occasions for those who had chéitte bride to sacrifice certain birds and animals,
on arriving at the confines of the bridegroom'sitery. Don Juan's conscience would not allow even
these innocent sacrifices to be made. The ambasstidm Coban were in the highest degree vexed
and affronted; but at last, after much considenatibey resolved not to break off an alliance vgith
powerful a prince upon a mere matter of form, dredgrincess of Coban was conducted into the
bridegroom's country. This difficulty, thereforeasvfor the present surmounted; but his own people
now gave Don Juan far more trouble than the amtdass&om Coban. An ignorant mob is
sometimes very conservative. Pagans, as the sdtradars from the derivation of the name, were but
the inhabitants of country villages, whose ignoemand unimpressibility kept off the influence ofan
new doctrine, however good. In Don Juan's tergmsimilar causes would produce similar effects,
and there would be a body of dull and fierce farsatvho would pride themselves on being the last to
quit the old heathen ways, and the slowest to apieethe merits of Christianity. Moreover, we
cannot doubt that in this case the unclean dodlrimgests, seeing their vocation falling from them
stirred up the common people, who, thus acted upmmtrived furtively to burn the church. This was
not done without suspicion of the ambassadors ftofman being concerned in the matter. The
cacique, however, undaunted by all this oppositiebuilt the church. Las Casas and his brother
monk, Pedro de Angulo, said mass in it, and prehohthe open plain to the people, who came in



great numbers, some from curiosity and from fawtouhe new religion, and others with a gluttonous
longing to devour the monks, who, they thought, faaste well if flavoured with sauce of Chili.

[77] Las Casas and his companion, anxious to extezidknowledge of these regions, traversed, with
a guard of sixty of his new friends the neighbogti@rritories, but yielded to the wishes of DonnJua

in not going as far as Coban. The fathers were ngelived on their journey, and they returned ¢ th
puebloof Don Juan at the beginning of the year 1538.

At this juncture Las Casas and all lovers of thi#dns received a very seasonable aid from the
Court of Rome. That accomplished and refined pBpe] the Third (Alexander Farnese), was moved
to a consideration of Indian affairs by a lettehjah the learned bishop of Tlascala had addressed t
him, and also by a mission sent at the instan&etdnzos and the chief Dominicans in New Spain.
This mission was conducted by father BernardinMaeya, who in former days had travelled with
Las Casas through Guatemala and Nicaragua. Thegmspeered the requisitions of the bishop and
the monks in the most favourable and forcible mgrered must have shown a rapidity in giving this
answer which his Holiness—who was celebrated ftaydie business, usually waiting for some happy
conjuncture of affairs,—was seldom known to manifele issued a brief, founded on the great text
Euntes docete omnes gentasyhich he declared in the most absolute manrefithess of the
Indians for receiving Christianity, considering tingto use the words of the brief, “as veritable men
not only capable of receiving the Christian falibf as we have learnt, most ready to embrace that
faith.” He also pronounced in very strong languagainst their being reduced into slavery.

Nor was Paul the Third content with issuing thigehibut he addressed a letter to the Archbishop
of Toledo, the primate of Spain, in which his hebs said, “It has come to our knowledge that our
dearest son in Christ, Charles, the ever auguseempf the Romans, king of Castille and Leon, in
order to repress those who, boiling over with citpjdear an inhuman mind against the human race,
has by public edict forbidden all his subjects fnoraking slaves of the Western and Southern Indians,
or depriving them of their goods.” [78]

The pope then pronounced a sentence of excommiamaztthe most absolute kind [79] against
all those who should reduce the Indians to slavargeprive them of their goods.

The men who throw themselves most earnestly inbdigpaffairs, if they meet with terrible
rebuffs, have, on the other hand, at rare intergag®al joys and triumphs—triumphs unknown to
those who commit their hopes to private venturdg. drhus it fared with Las Casas on the present
occasion. His delight on the arrival in the Indishese missives from the pope was very keen; and
he soon found a practical way of expressing ittragslating the brief into Spanish, and sendirig it
many parts of the Indies, in order that the monlghimotify its contents to the lay colonists.

In his own particular mission, however, Las Casamfl something else, beyond the papal
declaration of freedom, that was wanting, and withwhich the welfare of the Indians of Tuzulutlan
could not, in his opinion, be secured. Accordin@ faroposition which he maintained most stoutly, it
appeared to him, that for any nation to receivag two conditions were necessary: first, thateher
should be gueblo,by which he means a collection of families; ancoselty, that the nation should
have perfect liberty; for, not being free, he sdlygy cannot form part of a community. This last is
great doctrine. The arguments of Las Casas weratmliupon biblical history—as, for instance, that
God gave no law in the time of Abraham, becausetivas no community, but a single household
only. On the other hand, when the Israelites weitegypt, although they formed a great community,
they received no law, because they were captived.gave the law only when the two conditions
were combined—namely, the existence of a commuaitgl,freedom for the people who dwelt in it.
Now, looking around him in Tuzulutlan, Las Casasf the element of liberty sufficiently
developed, but that of the existence of communiéis®entably deficient. The Indians, under the
government of his friend, the cacique Don Juangweattered over the country in very small villages
seldom consisting of so many as six houses, arsg tidbages were generally more than “a musket-
shot” apart. This state of things seemed to himlénable, and certainly, with a view to instructian
was so. But instruction and preservation are diffethings; and it was afterwards found that
collecting the Indians together in settlementsrditialways favour their preservation.

One evil effect of these settlements was, thatpbsed the Indians to the attack of contagious
diseases, like the small-pox, which, being caugithfa strong people, the Spaniards, was a strong



disease, and carried off the infirmly-constitutadiadns by thousands. In reference to this sulgect,
Mexican ecclesiastic, writing a century afterwamgisytes with great significance, a common Spanish
proverb, “If the stone strikes against the earjaenwoe to the jar; and if the jar strikes agathst

stone, woe not the less to the jar.” [80] We cammmder, however, that Las Casas, whose first &im a
this period was conversion, should have insisteghsch upon collecting the people imioeblosas it
enabled them to hear mass and to receive the sactanBut the Tuzulutlans were not at all of his
mind. They could not bear the idea of quitting $pets where they had been born—their forests, their
mountains, and their clefts,—for the purpose offiioig apueblo,which could not unite in itself the
peculiarities of each man's birth-place, and wdnddikely to be chosen with a view to dull
convenience mainly. This measure, therefore, seoatydin difficulty to that of winning a people

from a nomadic state to one of settled habitaticas hard to effect in Tuzulutlan. Though Las Casas
was seconded in all his efforts by the caciqueptaple were almost inclined to take up arms. st la
after great labours and sufferings, Las Casas adtbRle Angulo contrived to make a beginning of a
settlement, at a place called Rabinal, having wiskbsen a spot which some few Indians, at least,
were attached to, as Rabinal had been inhabitenteoefhere they built a church, and there they
preached and taught the people, teaching not pitigugl things, but manual arts, and having to
instruct their flock in the elementary processewashing and dressing. These good fathers were not
of that school which holds that this life, God'étgis to be left uncomely because the next is¢o b
sublime.

It is admitted that the Indians, at first, regartteel mass rather as a religious ceremony which was
new to them than tor what, as Remesal says, “tbat divine Sacrifice in itself is.” But it must hav
had its attractions; and the active, kindly teaghifhibrother Bartholomew and brother Pedro about
things the Indians could understand must have giaght and influence to their words in all matters
The town began to grow, one Indian family attrag@mother, until, at last, a hundred families were
collected together.

This strange experiment of formingaeblowas not likely to go unnoticed long, and accordingl
the inhabitants of Rabinal found their neighbodr€aban stealing in to see this new mode of life. |
seems that their impressions of it were favourdblel, uis Cancér, who had been sent for by Las
Casas to aid in founding the town, took occasion tiopenetrate as far as Coban, and, finding
himself well received, and that the Indians thesiehed with pleasure to what he told them of the
Christian faith, returned to Rabinal more conteniieid said, than if he had discovered very rich
mines of silver and of gold. His joy was shared_bg Casas and Pedro de Angulo, and they all
commenced with great vigour studying the languddgeotan. Each success was with these brave
monks a step gained for continued exertion.

The little town of Rabinal, which consisted of fikandred inhabitants, having now been put into
some kind of order, Las Casas and Pedro de Angslaved to return to Guatemala, for the purpose
of concerting measures with the bishop for thehenrspread of the faith in those parts. Las Casas
bethought him of taking back with them their priyadiconvert, the cacique Don Juan. It was not
found difficult to induce the cacique to accompémg fathers, but they were obliged to persuade him
to reduce his retinue, which he would have madg kage, as they feared that any injury or affront
which any Indian in the chief’s train might meethyiwould bring down a torrent of trouble and
reproaches upon themselves, and they thoughtttigasmaller the number of Indians, the less chance
there would be of anything untoward happening betwtbem and the Spaniards of Santiago. Finally,
the fathers and the cacique Don Juan, with a méglatanber of attendants, set off on their journey,
leaving Luis Cancér in charge of the Christianitmsn of Rabinal.

Las Casas had given due notice to his friendsmatiggg of his intended return, and also of what
notable company was coming with him. Rodrigo deradd, the only monk left in the convent of the
Dominicans at Santiago, did the best he could épame their poor house for the reception of thefchi
and his retinue, by adding huts to it, and coltertnaize.

It was with more delight, and certainly with moeason for being delighted, than many a Roman
conqueror has had on the day of his ascent toapi¢ot, that Las Casas and his brother monk brought
the cacique Don Juan in triumph to their humble astery. The moment they had arrived, the Bishop
of Guatemala hurried forth to welcome the gooddethand also to salute the Indian chief. As the
bishop knew the language very well, he was abt®twluct the reception with all fitting courtesydan



also to discourse with the new convert about religimatters, upon which the bishop found him well
informed.

The bishop, being much pleased at this interviel sure the governor would be no less so, and he
sent a message, begging his lordship (Alvaradadtadned from Spain) to come and join them. The
governor came forthwith. Now, Alvarado, thoughexrde and cruel personage, was not without that
power of rapid appreciation which belongs to goemhmanders, and knew well when he saw a noble
and true man before him.

When, therefore, the bold Adelantado met the cagithe Indian chieftain’s air and manner, his
repose, the gravity and modesty of his countendnisesevere look and weighty speech, won so
instantaneously upon the Spaniard, that, havingimgtlse at hand, he took off his own plumed hat,
and put it on the head of the cacique. The solditis stood around wondered and murmured at the
strange fact, that a lieutenant-governor of theenmpshould take his own hat off, and put it, as/th
said, on a dog of an Indian. But Alvarado was notaa to care for their murmurs, and so, on some
ensuing day, far from showing less favour to thevgrcacique, he placed the Indian between himself
and the bishop, and they traversed the town togetiee governor having previously ordered the
merchants to display their goods to the greatesirgtdge, and the bishop having told them thahef t
cacique should seem to take a fancy to anythiry, should offer it to him, and he, the bishop, wioul
be answerable for the payment . But those whomallesavages, and people of the highest breeding
in civilized life, alike pride themselves upon ttalness and composure with which they regard any
new thing that may be offered for their wonderh@it admiration. The cacique walked through the
tents of the Guatemalan merchants with such gravityapparent indifference that it seemed as if the
goods he saw were no novelty to him—"as if, inddeddhad been born in Milan.” Finding that he did
not seem to admire anything particularly, the gogerand the bishop changed their tactics, and began
to press articles of value upon him; but he wouwtraceive any of them. At last he fixed his eyes
upon an image of “Our Lady,” and condescended kot that was. The bishop informed him;
when the Indian remarked that the bishop's wordseagwith what th@adreshad told him. The
bishop then ordered the image to be taken downbagded the cacique to accept it. The cacique
seemed pleased with this, and received the imadpsdmees. He then delivered it to one of his
principal attendants, ordering him to carry it witluch veneration. The chieftain’s suite, not so
dignified and self-restrained as their master, vpbeased at receiving little presents; and, aftnat
stay at Santiago, they all returned into their @mantry, accompanied by Las Casas and Ladrada,
who were anxious to continue the good work theytheglin, and, if possible, to go together into the
territory of Coban. This they succeeded in doimgl #ney found the people of that country very ready
to receive them. They found, also, that it was gelterned, and that the sacrifices there were less
offensive than in any other part of the Indies.

Las Casas and his companions were not left lomgyastigate this part of the country, as they
were recalled by their brethren at Santiago, wiletteem “that certain good thoughts had occurred to
the Bishop of Guatemala, who wished to communittaen to Brother Bartholomew and his
companions.” They accordingly returned to Santiaghe beginning of May, 1539.

When they were all met together in junta, they fbtlrat the business upon which the bishop
wished to confer with them was the paucity of esielgtics in that diocese; to remedy which defect he
stated his intention of sending to Spain. He maetibalso that for this purpose he had collectedesom
money, and was ready to apply some more which diérhtne hands of an agent at Seville. His
present difficulty was in the selection of a persmwhom he might intrust this business, and he
begged the assembled churchmen to help him toel#uad point. There was also a chapter of their
order about to be held at Mexico, and the clerg@odtemala must be represented there. It was soon
agreed that Las Casas and Ladrada should go to,$pal that Luis Cancér and Pedro de Angulo
should attend the chapter at Mexico. They lostime in setting out upon their journey. The two
monks, who were to attend the chapter, took thd byathe sea-shore, which passed through
Soconusco. Las Casas and Ladrada went by Rabid&@man, an arduous undertaking, but one
which they thought necessary in order to re-asthaie friendly Indians, who would otherwise be
dismayed by their absence. And, in truth, the aagidpon Juan, was greatly disheartened when Las
Casas and Ladrada came into his country, and toidHat they were going to Spain. He feared that
the surrounding tribes, many of whom were displéag¢h him for becoming a convert to
Christianity, would now, in the absence of his pobbrs, the monks, no longer hesitate to make war



upon him. They consoled him with the promise oliglkjreturn, and he accompanied them to the
bounds of his own country, furnishing them witheszort who were to see them safe as far as Chiapa.
[81]

Thus the Dominican monastery at Guatemala was égfaidesolate. Certainly this monkish
fraternity was no pedantic institution, which counlot conform itself to the wants and the necessitie
of the people amongst whom its lot was cast. Afaitlayman took charge of the convent, probably
with such orders as had been given many yearsoags similar occasion, by Betanzos,—to open the
convent church to any one who wished to pray ttesrd;this lay friend of the monastery employed
his leisure, somewhat as the other laymen had diopeeparing unburnt bricks for the future builglin
materials of the monastery.

The four monks reached Mexico safely, and were kirgly received by Domingo de Betanzos. A
chapter of the Dominicans was held on the 24thadaugust, 1539; and, though the demand for
Christian instruction was very urgent in Mexicog tthapter, having been informed of the proceedings
in Guatemala and “the Land of War,” determined that monks and two novices should be
appointed to go to Guatemala; that Pedro de Angjubaild be named as Vicar of the Dominican
convent at Guatemala, and that Las Casas, withadadsind Luis Cancér, should be allowed to go to
Spain. Las Casas and his companions accordinggupdrtheir way to the mother country.

We are left in no doubt of the activity of Brotigartholomew after he had arrived at the Spanish
Court; for there are a number of royal orders atigts, about this period, all bearirg upon the the
conversion of the inhabitants of Tuzulutlan.

There is an order sanctioning the promise whichidesgsh made on the Emperor’s part, that no lay
Spaniard should enter that province within fivergeanless with the permission of the Dominican
monks. There are letters, addressed, by commaihe @mperor, to each of the principal Oct. 1540.
caciques of “the Land of War” who had favoured Bfeaminicans, in which letters Charles thanks
them for what they had done, and charges themrtne in the same course. [82] There are orders
to the Governor of Guatemala to favour these casigu their endeavours to help the Dominican
monks, and instructions to the Governor of Mexmaltow Indians to be taken from that province by
the Dominican monks, if they should find such Imdiauseful in their entry into Tuzulutlan. Musiceth
means by which Las Casas and his friends had adistreag so much good, was not forgotten; and the
emperor commands the head of the Franciscans inSypam to allow some of the Indians who could
play and sing church music in the monasteriesatfdider, to be taken by Las Casas into the previnc
of Tuzulutlan. And, finally, there is a general erdo the authorities in America to punish thos@wh
should transgress the provisions which had beerenmef@vour of Las Casas and his Dominicans.

We learn from one of these letters who were thefshthat favoured the introduction of
Christianity, and the names of their provinces,olihig a valuable contribution to the history, and
perhaps to the ethnology, of Central America. Tlweye Don Juan, Governor (so he is called) of the
town of Atitlan, Don Jorge, Principal of the towhTecpanatitan, Don Miguel, Principal of the town
of Zizicaztenango, and Don Gaspar, Principal ofttiven of Tequizistlan.

The business of Las Casas at court was finishetitreenmonks, for whose sustenance the good
Bishop of Guatemala had provided, were ready teel&pain, when the President of the Council of
the Indies detained Las Casas, in order that hatraggist at certain councils which were abouito b
held, concerning the Government of the Indies. Ththe second time within a short period, that we
have seen the authorities in Spain anxious to &warhselves of the local knowledge and experience
of eminent persons who had lived in the Indies.

The monks chosen to aid in the conversion of Gual@wonsisted of Franciscans and Dominicans.
The Dominicans were detained in Spain, as Las Gaaasheir vicar-general. But the Franciscans
were sent on, and with them went Luis Cancér, aagrgll the letters and royal orders relating te th
province of Tuzulutlan, still called “the Land ofaly” but which now deserved that name less than
any part of the Indies.

Before sailing, a very solemn proclamation was atimon the steps of the Cathedral at Seville of
that royal order which sternly forbad the entraforehe present of any lay Spaniards into the
favoured province of Tuzulutlan. This was a preicauadopted by Las Casas, who well knew that the
provincial governors, though they kissed the raydkers very dutifully, and were wont to put them,
after the eastern fashion, upon their heads, wigihhyedemonstration of respect, were extremely
dexterous in disobeying them, on the pretext that\thjesty had been misinformed, or had been



informed in a left-hand mannginiestramente)l.as Casas, therefore, was anxious to give all plassi
publicity to this royal order in Spain, where i@idity could not be denied.

B
CHAPTER XI.

Las Casas writes on Indian affairsHe is made Bishop of ChiapaHis troubles with his flock-He
resigns the bishoprie-His controversy with Sepulveda.

WE left Las Casas detained at the court of SpaithéyCouncil of the Indies, who wished to profit
by his knowledge of Indian affairs. It is easynwagine with what force he could then speak in favou
of his Indians, having, for once, a great practstaicess to appeal to in the conquest of Tuzututian
who had never been even daunted when the coueftawt had apparently been most decisive
against him.

The Emperor Charles the Fifth was absent in Germaotending against Luther and the German
princes who favoured the great reformer, and Lasa€amployed his time in writing the work, which
of all his works has become most celebrated, ngriibly Destruction of the Indiehis was
afterwards translated into several languages, aad&en read throughout Europe. It gives a short
account of what had taken place in each colonyjsnde of the boldest works that ever issued from
the press. At that time it was not published, lubinsitted to the Emperor and his ministers. It is
possible that in this its first form it was a stilbre daring production than it appears to be rfomin
the printed copies there is not a single name gofeéhe persons inculpated. These are generally
spoken of as this or that “tyrant.” The work was pblished in its present form until twelve years
afterwards, when it was addressed with a dedicatidtilip, the heir to the throne.

The above, however, was not the only, or, perhithpsnost important, work Las Casas wrote
about this time. He also drew up a a memorial, tvigdn itself an elaborate work, consisting of
twenty reasons to prove that the Indians oughtabe given to the Spaniards either in encomienda,
in fee, in vassalage, or in any other manner.peaps from the title\(eynte Razonedhat it was
written at the Emperor’'s command for the informati a certain great junta which was to be held at
Valladolid, in the year 1542. There is one veriksig passage in the Memorial, in which Las Casas
states that the Indians were subjected to fourergatamely, first, His majesty the Emperor;
secondly, their own caciques; thirdly, their Encontero; and fourthly, his manager, who, as Las
Casas said, “weighed more upon them than an hunolness.”

Among the achievements of the statesmen, churchamehlawyers, who distinguished themselves
as Protectors of the Indians during the first bélhe sixteenth century, those of Las Casas are
incomparably the most prominent. It cannot evesdid of any other protector, as was said of the
second competitor in the race in Virgikeneid that he was next to the foremost man, “though next
after a long interval;” [83] for Las Casas was iyl alone in his pre-eminence, and was the prime
mover on almost all the great occasions when thiameeof the Indians occupied the attention of the
court of Spain.

Gonzalo Pizarro's rebellion in Peru, which the nd@ble sagacity of the licentiate Pedro de la
Gasca only just sufficed to quell, was directlyceable to the disinclination to adopt the New Laws;
and two minor rebellions which followed were alsmsed by these same ordinances. The New Laws
had been a signal triumph for Las Casas. Withaut tiithout his untiring energy and singular
influence over those whom he came near, thesedaatd not have been enacted. The mere bodily
fatigue which he endured was such as hardly anyahhis time, not a conqueror, had encountered.
He had crossed the ocean twelve times. Four timdsmt made his way into Germany, to see the
Emperor. Had a record been kept of his wandersgs) as that | which exists of the journeys of
Charles the Fifth, it would have shown that Lasdsdsad led a much more active life than even that



energetic monarch. Moreover, the journeyings of Casas were often made with all the
inconvenience of poverty, and were not in any reslilee a royal progress.

It was in 1543 that Las Casas, being at Barcelvhéher he had gone to thank the Emperor for
the promulgation of the New Laws, was surprise@myffer which would have delighted most other
men, but which to him was singularly unwelcome. Guaday evening he was honoured by receiving
a visit from the Emperor's secretary, Francisctode€Cobos, who came to press upon his acceptance
the bishopric of Cusco (a town in the province efANToledo), vacant by the death of Bishop
Valverde. Now, there were weighty reasons why dfffisr of a bishopric should be unwelcome to Las
Casas. To prove that he was moved by no privagedst in his advocacy of the cause of the Indians,
he had publicly and solemnly renounced all perstaadur or gratification that Charles the Fifth
could bestow upon him. Moreover, his flock was adielarger than that in any bishopric; and to
become a bishop was, for Las Casas, a limitatidghesphere of his philanthropic endeavours.
Accordingly he refused the bishopric of Cusco, quitted Barcelona.

He was not, however, to escape being raised tegiseopal dignity. The province of Chiapa had
recently been constituted into a diocese; anditbelishop who had been appointed had died on his
way to the seat of his bishopric. The Council & idies felt that it would be desirable to have a
bishop in that diocese who would look to the exiecubf the New Laws. The province of Chiapa was
at a great distance from Mexico, where there waaudienciaand also from Honduras, where a hew
one was about to be constituted, to be called\tidenciaof the Confines. Chiapa, therefore, might
be much misgoverned, unless it had a vigorous pishlee Council resolved that Las Casas should
have this bishopric pressed upon him. The heatteedDominican order were of opinion that Las
Casas ought not to refuse this offer; and, aftargoexposed to entreaty of all kinds, it being pegb
upon him as a matter of conscience that he shaualelph the bishopric, he at last conquered his
repugnance, and submitted himself to the will sfuperiors.

Having accepted the bishopric, Las Casas instaetlpff for Toledo, where a chapter of his order
was about to be held, and where he resolved tpeskission to carry out with him a humber of
Dominican monks, who might assist him in christsamg his diocese. The permission was granted.
Several monks were chosen, who with Las Casas g izemselves for their journey and voyage to
the New World. Las Casas was consecrated at Seafiltbon a Wednesday, the 4th of July, 1544, the
new bishop, with his friend Rodrigo de Ladrada, aanhe clerigos, took his departure from Spain.
The monks who accompanied him were forty-four imbar, and were under the orders of their vicar,
Thomas Casillas. They all set sail from San Luaad, after touching at the Canary Islands, arrated
the island of Hispaniola. The bishop was exceegliiligleceived there. Indeed, he was the most
unpopular man in the New World, as being the one add done most to restrain the cruelty and curb
the power of the Spanish conquerors. We cannotipute voyages and the journeyings of the bishop
and the monks until they reached the province afyhy and were installed in the town of Ciudad
Real, the capital of that province. There existsyéver, a minute account of all their proceedings,
which is most interesting, and serves to show #rdships which such men underwent at that period
before they could establish themselves in the Bidie

The episcopal dignity made no change in the waysaymers of Las Casas. His dress was that of a
simple monk, often torn and patched, he ate no higatelf, though it was provided for the clergy
who sat at table with him. There was no plate ted®n in his house, nothing but earthenware; and in
all respects his household was maintained in tinglsist manner. [84] He had lost all his books,
which had been on board a vessel that had sunkrmp€achy Bay. This was a great grief to the good
bishop, who, amidst all his other labours, wadigetit student giving especial attention to the
voluminous works of Thomas Aquinas, which were edfiel armoury to all those who had any
controversy to maintain in that age.

It was only at rare intervals that Las Casas a€uesuccess, or knew happiness; and the sufferings
of the Indians oppressed his soul here, in Chiap#hey had done in other parts of the New World.
The members of his household could often hear fghirgy and groaning in his own room at night.

His grief used to reach its height when some podiah woman would come to him, and, throwing
herself at his feet, exclaim with tears, “My fathgreat lord, | am free. Look at me; | have no nafrk
the brand on my face; and yet | have been sold &ave. Defend me, you, who are our father.” And
Las Casas resolved to defend these poor peoplevadyi®f doing so was by forbidding absolution to



be given to those Spaniards who held slaves, agrtvdhe provisions contained in the New Laws.
This bold measure raised a perfect storm in hisedie. Some of the colonists and conquerors put the
question as a point of honour. “If we dismiss thieskans,” they said, “and cease to buy and selirth
as we have hitherto done, they will say that wesHaeen tyrants from the beginning, and that we
cannot do with them what we have done, since alsimpnk like this restores them to their liberty.
They will laugh at us, mock at us, and cry afteiruthe streets; and there will not be an Indiamwh
will do what a Spaniard may command him.”

There was nothing that the Spaniards in Ciudad &dalot say and do to molest the bishop. They
called him a “Bachelor by the Tiles;” a phraseldtttime, signifying one who had not been a regular
student of theology, who had entered by the raad, r2ot by the door. They made verses upon him, of
an opprobrious kind, which the children sang indtreets. An arquebuse, without ball, was
discharged at his window, to alarm him. His deamnild/mot obey him, and gave absolution to some
persons who notoriously had Indians for slaves. Dbminican monks partook of the unpopularity of
the bishop. Finally, Las Casas resolved to sealessdnot for his own wrongs, but for those of his
Indian flock, from the Royahudienciaof the Confines; and he made a journey to Hondiarathat
purpose. There is a letter of his, dated the 22rdctober, 1545, addressed to thatliencia,n
which he threatened the Auditors with excommunasatinless they should provide a remedy for the
evils which existed in his diocese. When he appkbedore them, the president, far from listening
favourably to the protestations of Las Casas, mbforth a torrent of abuse upon him: “You are a
scoundrel, a bad man, a bad monk, a bad bishd@mametess fellow; and you deserve to be chastised.”
“I do deserve all that your lordship says,” Las &aseplied. Tho bishop said this ironically,
recollecting how much he had laboured to obtairtha judge his place.

Notwithstanding his bad reception in the first amte from the Auditors of the Confines, the
bishop at last succeeded in persuading them t@ agreend an Auditor to Ciudad Real, who should
see to the execution of the new laws. The inhatsitahCiudad Real were informed by letter of this
fact; and they determined to make the most streitggistance to the return of their bishop into the
city. They prepared a protest, in which they shat he had never shown any bull from the pope, or
mandate from the emperor, authorizing him to eserthe rights of a bishop. They insisted upon his
proceeding like the other bishops of New Spain,r@stdntroducing innovations. If he did not assent
to this, they would deprive him of his temporabtiand refuse to admit him as their bishop. They
placed a body of Indians on the road that he whalg to traverse in returning to their city, having
determined that they would not let him enter, usl@s they said, he would treat them as Christians,
allowing them absolution, and not endeavour to takay their slaves, nor to fix the tribute of their
encomiendasAgainst the bishop, who would come “unguarded amébot, with only a stick in his
hand, and a breviary in his girdle,” they preparedts of mail and corslets, arquebuses, lances, and
swords. The Indians were posted some way out dfitiheas sentinels, to give notice of his approach
Meanwhile Las Casas had arrived at Copanabastkrewhere was a Dominican monastery, and
where he learnt what reception was awaiting himisdiocese. The Dominicans counselled him not
to proceed; but the bishop’s opinion was that lmikhfearlessly prosecute his journey. “For,” he
said, “if I do not go to Ciudad Real, | banish my&®m my church; and it will be said of me, with
much reason, ‘The wicked fleeth; and no man pubstidie did not deny that the intelligence was
true, and that his flock were prepared to kill hiBut,” he said, “the minds of men change from hour
to hour, from minute to minute, from moment to maoinés it possible that God has been so chary
with the men of Ciudad Real as to deny His holyssasce in causing them to abstain from so great a
crime as putting me to death? If | do not endeato@nter my church, of whom shall | have to
complain to the king, or to the pope, as havingghme out of it? Are my adversaries so bitter @gjai
me that the first word will be a deadly thrust tngb my heart, without giving me the chance of
soothing them? In conclusion, reverend fathers) r@solved, trusting in the mercy of God and in
your holy prayers, to set out for my diocese. Toythere, or to go elsewhere, has all the
inconveniences which have just been stated.” Smgalye rose from his seat; and, gathering up the
folds of his scapulary, he commenced his journey.

Now the Indian sentinels had heard that the bishbpggage, which had preceded him, had been
taken back, and they were consequently quite atehse. The inhabitants of Ciudad Real had also
heard of this, and there was great joy in the @s$ythey thought that their preparations had dadunte
the bishop.



Suddenly the bishop in his journey came upon thedian sentinels. They fell at his feet, and with
tears besought his pardon. “It was beautiful ta tleaharangue which each of them made, clinging to
the feet of the bishop, and speaking in the Mexlaaguage, which is very expressive of the
affections.” [85] The kind bishop was not angrywilhe Indians, and his only fear was lest they
should be scourged or put to death for not havimgrgnotice of his approach. He, therefore, with hi
own hands, assisted by a certain Father Vicentewasowith him, tied these Indians to one another,
and made them follow behind him, as if they weregrisoners. He did this partly with his own hands,
in order that two or three Spaniards who were With, and a negro, who always accompanied him
because he was very tall and could carry the bigloopss the rivers, might not be subject to the
charge of having bound the Indians. That same naghthe bishop journeyed, there was an earthquake
at Ciudad Real; and the citizens said, “The bighogt be coming, and those dogs of Indians have not
told us of it:—this earthquake is a sign of thetdegion that is to come upon the city when hevagi
init.”

The bishop travelled all night, and reached Ciudedl at day-break. He went straight to the
church; and thither he summoned the alcaldes agidars to meet him. They came, followed by all
the inhabitants of the city, and seated themseb&H,to hear a sermon. When the bishop advanced
from the sacristy, no man asked his benedictiospoke a word to him, or made any sign of courtesy.
Then the notary to the Town Council rose, and eepdper containing the requisitions which had been
agreed upon. To this the bishop reptied in a spetoiuch gentleness and modesty; and his words
were producing a considerable effect on his heardren one of the regidors, without rising, or teki
off his cap, commenced a speech, blaming the bjsklopm he described as a private individual, for
presuming to summon them there instead of cominlggd own Council.

“Look you, sir,” the bishop replied, “when | have@dsk you anything from your estates, | will go
to your houses to speak to you; but, when the #wrgich | have to speak about relate to the service
of God and the good of your souls, | have to semtisammon you, and to command that you should
come wherever | may be; and if you are Christigtog, have to come trooping there in haste, lest evil
fall upon you.” These words, spoken with great ation, had the effect of dismaying and silencing
the bishop’s opponents.

He rose and prepared to go into the sacristy, winesecretary of the Town Council went up to
him, and presented a petition that he would naméessors. “I shall willingly do so,” said the bigho
and with a loud voice he named two confessors. Twerg, however, well known to be of his own
way of thinking. The people, therefore, were ndis§iad. The bishop then named two others, of
whose good disposition he was well aware, but wamewnot so well known as his partizans. The
monk who had accompanied him on his journey, Friagnte de Ferrer, laid hold of the bishop’s
vestments, and exclaimed, “Let your lordship dibeathan do this,” for he was not aware of the
character of these men whom the bishop had namddhaught he was giving way to clamour.
Immediately a great tumult arose in the church; ahthat juncture, two monks of the Order of Mercy
entered it, who persuaded the bishop and his coimpam withdraw from the crowd, and to
accompany them to their convent.

Las Casas, having journeyed on foot all night, esaedingly exhausted; and the monks were
giving him some bread, when they heard a greaenaisd found that an armed populace had
surrounded the convent. Some of the armed menddhgér way even to the cell where the bishop
was. A new grievance, which had infuriated thems et their Indian sentinels had been bound and
treated as prisoners. The bishop said that he atasdo blame in the matter; that he had come upon
these Indians suddenly, and had bound them witbviarshands, lest they should be suspected of
having voluntarily favoured him, and be accordingigltreated. One of the rioters, a certain Pedro de
Pando, said, “You see here the way of the worldisHbe saviour of the Indians, and look, he it is
who binds them. Yet this same man will send men®&gainst us to Spain, declaring that we
maltreat them.” After this, another of the inhabitaof Ciudad Real poured out most foul language
against the bishop. Las Casas only said, “I dachobse, sir, to answer you, in order not to takeobu
God's hands your chastisement; for these insudta@raddressed to me, but to Him.”

While this was going on in the cell of the bishope of the mob in the courtyard had been
guarrelling with Juanillo, the bishop’s negro, saythat it was he who had tied the Indians, and he
gave the negro a thrust with a pike which stretdhiedon the ground. The monks rushed to assist the
negro; and two of them, who were youths, showetl soarage that the Fathers of Mercy succeeded



in clearing, by main force, their convent fromiitgaders. It was now nine o'clock in the morningt B
by mid day so great a change had been wrougheimthds of the inhabitants of Ciudad Real, so
completely had they come to a sense of the turbaland shamefulness of their conduct, that nearly
all of them proceeded to the convent, and, on rmees, besought the bishop's pardon, kissed his
hands, and said that they were his children. Tteldgs, as a sign of submission, would not caeir th
wands of office in his presence; others took ofirtswords; and, in festal procession, they brought
the bishop out of the convent, carried him to tbede of one of the principal inhabitants, and sént
various costly presents. Nay more, they resolvdtbtd a tournament in honour of their bishop, a
mark of their favour and esteem he could, perhagse dispensed with. Certainly few men have ever
experienced stranger turns of fortune than Las £diskin the course of this memorable day of his
return to his diocese. The very suddenness oftthege of feeling in his flock was a circumstana th
might well have engendered in his mind misgivingsaathe future, and have disgusted him with the
office of ruling as bishop over the turbulent amdsatile citizens of Ciudad Real, the chief city of
Chiapa.

But, indeed, in no part of the New World would IGasas have had an easy life. It was at this time
that Gonzalo Pizarro’s rebellion in Peru was ahégght, and that the resistance to the New Laws wa
so great that Charles the Fifth was obliged tokewbem. What anguish must have been caused to
Las Casas by the revocation of these laws is krtovmo man. Notwithstanding the disasters he
experienced, which would have crushed the spirdimiost any other person, his zeal never slackened,
and his practical sagacity taught him not to repho@harles the Fifth or his ministers for a bacldvar
course of legislation, which he knew had been frgeon them by calamity. For himself, he
maintained his ground that the grantingeotomiendato private persons was a great injustice to the
native Indians; but he seems to have acceptedetivgnsition of affairs, and to have bent his effort
to improving that system which he must have feltldamot now be destroyed by a mere mandate from
the court of Spain. At any rate, he did not prosegtinst the revocation of the new laws as anfact o
folly or weakness on the part of the Spanish aitiberat home. This revocation, could not have been
known at this time to thaudienciaof the confines, for they fulfilled their promisésending one of
their body to Chiapa.

This Auditor heard, with attention and respect,riq@esentations that Las Casas made to him on
behalf of the Indians. But one day he thus rephe®.our lordship well knows that although these
new laws were framed at Valladolid, with the acemrces of sundry grave personages (as your
lordship and | saw), one of the reasons that hatertteese laws hateful in the Indies has been tite fa
of your having had a hand in them. The conqueronsider your lordship as so prejudiced against
them, that they believe that what you do in fawgiuthe natives is not so much from love of the
Indians as from hatred of the Spaniards. As thégrezin this opinion, if | have to deprive any bém
of their slaves or estates, they will feel morebiéing done in your presence than they will the los
itself. Don Tello de Sandoval (the president of Auelienciaat Mexico) has summoned your lordship
for a synod of prelates; and | shall be glad, ii yall hasten your departure, for, until you hawag,
| can do nothing.”

The bishop had been preparing to attend this syarmdihe now took his departure. He never
beheld his diocese again.

When he approached the city of Mexico there wasvailt as if a hostile army were about to
occupy the city. The authorities were obliged titevo him, begging him to defer his entry untiéth
minds of men should be somewhat quieted. [86] ltenabrds entered in the daytime, without
receiving any insult. He took up his abode in tlmrihican monastery; and on the first day of his
arrival, the viceroy and the Auditors sent word thay were ready to receive a visit from him. His
reply evinced his habitual boldness, but, at tmeesame, betrayed the want of worldly wisdom that
was occasionally manifest in him. There was quiteugh difficulty in the affairs which he had to
manage, on his own account; but he felt it his dotynform the king's officers that they must exeus
his visiting them, as they were excommunicated;esthey had given orders for cutting off the head
of a priest at Anteguera. This answer was soon rkaden throughout the city of Mexico, and
increased the odium under which Las Casas laboured.

The synod of prelates and other learned men conmeddteproceedings, and laid down as a basis
five principal points. 1st, That all unbeliever§whatever sect or religion they might be, and



whatever sins they might have committed againstragtnational, or divine law, have nevertheless a
just lordship over their own possessions. 2nd, There are four different kinds of unbelievers. The
object of laying down this maxim is not obvioudiegt, and requires a knowledge of the controversie
of that age. The object was to place the Indiarteersecond class of unbelievers; and more thas, onc
on great occasions, Las Casas placed them in the dizision as the ancient British, thus dividing
them from those barbarians who had no arts onypafitatever. 3rd, That the final and only reason
why the Apostolic See had given supreme jurisdicirothe Indies to the Kings of Castile and Leon
was, that the gospel might be preached, and thaniadbe converted. It was not to make those kings
greater lords and richer princes than they wete. ®tat the Apostolic See, in granting this suprema
to the Kings of Castile and Leon, did not meanebgrto deprive the lords of the Indians of their
estates, lordships, jurisdictions, or dignitie$, Sthat the Kings of Castile and Leon were bound to
provide the requisite expenses for the conversidheoindians to the true faith.

Taking the foregoing as their main principles, sgpod made many deductions very unfavourable
to the claims of the conquerors; and especially grenounced what were the conditions upon which
absolution should be granted by confessors to pla@iSh colonists, into which conditions restitution
entered.

The proceedings of this synod were very bold, lag Casas was not satisfied with them, because
the particular point of slavery, though much disaas was not resolved upon. He therefore
summoned a junta, which was attended by all théebmen except the bishops; and this junta
pronounced that the Spaniards who had made slaaes"tyrants;” that the slaves were to be
considered as illegally made; and that all those pdssessed them were bound to liberate them. They
also pronounced against the personal service dhttians.

It must not be supposed that the members of this jumagined that their decisions would
immediately insure the liberation of the Indianke$e learned men contented themselves with
declaring to their countrymen what they held tahmetruth, and informing them of what was
necessary for the salvation of their souls. Thesewmt bound to do anything more.

Las Casas did not return from Mexico to his bisiogEver since his interview with the Auditors
of the Confines he had resolved to go back to Spaid the reason which he gave to one of his
reverend brethren was, that when at court, andthe&ing and his council, he would be able to do
more good service, both to his own province arthéonvhole Indies, than by staying in his diocese,
especially as he had now members of his own Otd&osed there, who could correspond with him,
and inform him of whatever evil might require a ezy.

He accordingly prepared to act upon this resoheappointed confessors for his diocese, and
regulated the conditions of absolution, which wexpressed in twelve rules. He nominated a vicar-
general for his bishopric, and then proceeded fkewico to Spain, where he resigned the bishopric
[87] His return was in the year 1547.

One of the biographers of Las Casas states, tedtishop was obliged to return to Spain to answer
certain charges that were made against him, chiefighing his formulary of confession, and that he
went back as a prisoner. | do not find any autiddt this statement; but it is certain that on the
bishop's return to Spain he did appear before then€ll of the Indies, and had to justify this
formulary, which he succeeded in doing.

The learned men of Spain were not all of the Bishiophiapa’'s way of thinking as regarded the
rights and claims of the Indians. A certain Doctoan Gines Sepulveda, [88] principal historiographe
to Charles the Fifth, a man of great renown forde® in those days, had recently written a treatis
entitled,Democrates Secundus, sive de Justis Belli Cansighich he maintained, in a very able
manner, the right of the Pope and of the kingspaiiisto subdue by war the inhabitants of the New
World. Sepulveda called his new wdbemocrates Secundusecause he had previously written a
book which was entitleBemocrates: a Dialogue on the Honourable Natur#oitary Study.The
Democrates Secunduss also written in dialogue; and in it, Leopoldzerman, made a formal
statement, which probably was sanctioned by theevof public opinion throughout Europe at that
time, that the Spaniards had, without sufficietertion to the laws of justice, piety, and Chrisitig,
waged war against the innocent Indians. Sepulwattier the name of Democrates, gave a full reply
to his friend Leopold’s accusation of the Spaniards

Sepulveda's work met with no favour, even in thartgr where he might reasonably have expected
that it would be sure to be well received. He sutadihis treatise to the Council of the Indieshe t



first instance; but they would not allow him torgrit. He then appealed to Charles the Fifth, prayi
that his work should be laid before the Great CawfcCastille. The Emperor consented. It was in
1547, when the court and the Great Councils ofrByare at Aranda de Duero, that the royal order
from Charles arrived. Las Casas had also joineddbet at that time, and then learnt what was the
nature of this treatise written by Sepulveda, ugbith there was so much question. As may be
imagined, he made the most determined and vigarppssition to Sepulveda’s views,—to use his
own words, “discovering and bringing to light theigpn of which the work was full.” The council
submitted thédemocrates Secundusy examination, to the universities of Alcala eaamanca.

The decision of these learned bodies was unfavtutalsepulveda; and the permission to print was
still refused. Sepulveda turned to Rome, wheredteahgreat friend, who was Auditor of the Rota;
and, under his auspices, the work, or rather alogpdor the work, containing the substance of it,
was printed at Rome in 1550. [89] Charles the Fdthade its introduction into Spain. The author
thereupon drew up a version in Spanish ofApslogy,and did what he could to put that in
circulation. TheApologyis now to be found in Sepulveda’s works, reprirftedh the Roman edition.

It does not contain anything which would at firgfhé be thought to be displeasing to the monaréhs o
Spain. Sepulveda declares that to Jesus Chrigbair was given in heaven and earth, and that this
power devolved upon the Pope, who accordingly mseskauthority in every land, not only for the
preaching of the gospel, but also for compellingiiieobey the law of nature. The author defends his
position by references to St. Augustine, St. Amér&. Gregory, and the great authority of the
middle ages, Thomas Aquinas. He appeals to histdamgg the law of capital punishment enacted by
“that most pious emperor,” Constantine, againss¢hmagans who should persevere in their rites and
sacrifices. He maintains that men who are in avgtie state of error are to be recalled to the truth
whether they like it or not. He urges that more lbareffected in a month by conquest than in a
hundred years by mere preaching. Miracles arealoé tasked for, when human means, having the
sanction of divine authority, can attain the sam. &The preachers of our time,” he says, “without
miracles, cannot effect more than the apostleshiiédsed with the co-operation of the Lord, andtthe
words being confirmed by miracles.” War, therefavas a necessity. If the natives were taught
without being terrified, being obdurate in theid etays, they would be much more slowly moved to
adopt the true faith.

If Las Casas had been ardent in his oppositiorefulseda’s doctrines, when they were not
printed, and while they could be read by those arlgp understood Latin, his ardour was redoubled
when they were translated into Spanish, and coalidyfully perused by the conquerors in the Indies
and their adherents at court, who would pronouhemtto be most comfortable, doctrines, and readily
assign the palm of knowledge and of wisdom tol#asned doctor, who justified the ways of his
countrymen to themselves. Ittisie that the government were not remiss. Theyedaipon whatever
copies of Sepulveda’pologythey could lay hold of, and strictly forbade itsceilation. [90] But
prohibited works are often not the less read owaaicof the prohibition. It is not likely that aoy
the numerous band of agents and proctors who thobtige court of Spain, and besieged it with
applications on behalf of the conquerors and ceterif the New World, were ignorant of the
arguments which Sepulveda had urged, and whichtraadize the troubled consciences, if troubled
they were, of these conquerors and colonists. laasai€set himself more seriously to work than ever
to refute doctrines so fatal to his cause, and lwhad thus obtained extended publication and
currency.

A great ferment arose about the controversy. legilike our own, when there is so much that is
exciting and amusing in literature, it is diffictdt imagine the interest that was felt in learned
controversy in those ages, when controversy washieé excitement and amusement of learned men.
In this case, moreover, there were many and gnéaeists concerned.

Las Casas was not the only person who had beekeshby the doctrines or the expressions in
Sepulveda’s work, and who had sought to contrabern. Melchior Cano, a Dominican, renowned in
those times for learning, had found passages iDé&mocrates Secundbshich were offensive to
pious ears.” The Bishop of Segovia had also beaar@dent opponent to Sepulveda; and it was to him
that theApologyfor the work was addressed. Cano’s objection tdthak seems mainly to have
turned upon an expression which had been usedebsutinor in reference to St. Paul, Sepulveda
having said that St. Paul had borne contumely imiatience, or words to that effect. A long
correspondence ensued between the friends, for @asa friend of Sepulveda; but the real gist of



the question is not touched upon in this correspood. Las Casas was the opponent whom Sepulveda
had most to fear; and he seems to have had someWat same feeling towards him that his friend
Erasmus must have had for the impetuous Lutherrd@fimeed scholar Sepulveda, “the Livy of Spain,”

as he has been called, looked upon the earnesldses as a furious and dangerous person, “of better
intentions than judgment;” yet (for he seems toehlawen an amiable man) declared that he bore no
enmity to the bishop, and only prayed “that God ld@rant him a calmer mind, that he might learn
sometimes to prefer quiet cogitations to turbutiedigns.”

Sepulveda might feel disgust at the uncontrolledoter of his opponent, and might despise his
lesser acquisitions of learning, and his compaghtivude Latinity. But he was soon to learn what
strength there was in an adversary whose pragimabledge of the subject in dispute was greater
than that of any living man; whose eloquence wamkip his vehemence, and not hindered by it; and
who brought a fervour to the cause which exceegled that of an author publicly defending his own
work, and one who must have thought himself mogtatefully used by the court and the universities
in Spain.

Charles the Fifth convoked at Valladolid, in 15&Qunta of theologians and other learned men to
hear this great cause argued, “Whether war ofiteb that is called a war of conquest and could be
lawfully undertaken against the nations of the N&arld, if they had not committed any new faults
other than those they had committed in the timakbeif infidelity.” The Council of the Indies was
associated with this junta; and altogether it cgtesi of fourteen persons. This practice of sumngpnin
persons of special knowledge to assist the auib®iit the determination of difficult questions,sva
one of the greatest advantages which the governofi€&gain possessed at that period.

Doctor Sepulveda appeared before the junta, amdedet a statement of the arguments on his
side.

The bishop was then summoned for a hearing; arfdjgrconsecutive days, he read that laborious
work of his, which is called thidistoria Apologeticalt is rich in facts and arguments of every
description, and he had been many years prepdring i

The junta had deputed Domingo de Soto, [91] Chiarl@enfessor, to give a summary of the
arguments on both sides. This he did in a very enlgstnanner. The summary was then submitted to
Doctor Sepulveda, who made a reply before the jumtiataining twelve objections to the arguments
of the bishop. The bishop then gave twelve answelfsese objections, and the proceedings
terminated. They were afterwards published as & wwititled “A Dispute or Controversy between the
Bishop Don Fray Bartolome de las Casas, latelydiséf Ciudad Real in Chiapa, and Doctor Gines
Sepulveda, Historiographer to our Lord the Empéror.

It would be impossible, and perhaps tedious toreaders, to attempt a full account of this
important controversy within the limits which thigography must occupy. The work which Las Casas
read in five days embodies much of the knowledgkextperience which he had been acquiring for
fifty years. We can hardly doubt, moreover, thahltbe controversialists were aided by other ledrne
men, for an astonishing weight of learning is bifttulg bear upon the disputed points. The skill with
which it is summed up by Charles’s Confessor isveléus, considering the immense mass of
material with which he had to deal, and that LasaSavas a man who sought to exhaust his subject
by an appeal to facts and arguments drawn fronyes@iceivable source.

Doctor Sepulveda divided his statement of the aasdour heads. It was lawful, he said, to
commence war upon the natives in the New WorldHerfour following reasons:—

1st. For the gravity of the sins which the Indidasl committed, especially their idolatries andrthei
sins against nature.

2nd. On account of the rudeness of their naturbahabrought upon them the necessity of serving
persons of a more refined nature, such as thatwhe Spaniards possessed.

3rd. In order to spread the faith, which would berereadily accomplished by the prior
subjugation of the natives.

4th. To protect the weak amongst the natives theseduly considering the cruelties which the
Indians exercised upon one another, slaying numbesacrifices to false gods, and practising
cannibalism.

It would have been difficult to make a better dimisof the subject than that adopted by Sepulveda.
His fourth reason was well thought of, and put vaitiach skill. He adduced in evidence the immense
loss of life which had taken place in the sacriite idols amongst the Mexicans, and was enabled to



argue that it exceeded the loss of life in war sMaas not so; but still the argument was a very
plausible one.

The dealings of the Israelites with the neighbayi@olaters formed the basis of the controversy
upon the first reason, and gave room for elab@agament. The doctor relied upon the command
given to the Israelites, in the 20th chapteDefiteronomyto destroy the male inhabitants of those
cities which should not be delivered up to themrugi@ir demanding a surrender of the cities. [92] H
dwelt especially on the 15th verse of that chaptéich says, “Thus shalt thou do unto all the sitie
which are very far off from thee, which are notlod cities of these nations.” Upon this verse tlere
a gloss which declares that the words “far off” méaf a different religion.” Sepulveda consequently
inferred that the Spaniards might make war uponreatipn of a different religion from their own; and
he supported this view by other passages quotedDeuteronomy.

The bishop replied that the wars commanded by @athat certain nations were not commanded
in respect of their idolatry, as in that case th®l world, except Judaea, would have had to be
conquered and chastised; but it was only agaiesCdnaanites, the Jebusites, and other tribes who
possessed the Land of Promise that the Israeliées gommanded to make war. The bishop relied
upon the 7th verse of the 23rd chapter, which s@ymu shalt not abhor an Edomite; for he is thy
brother: thou shalt not abhor an Egyptian, bectuse wast a stranger in his land.”

With regard to the gloss which gave to the woras tff,” the signification “of a different
religion,” the bishop did not contend that this veasrong reading, but he argued that the words did
not mean that upon that account alone, namelyrdiffee of religion, war might be made upon distant
nations by the Jews. The words “far off” servediiinguish other Gentiles from the seven tribes
who occupied the Land of Promise, and to whom nogeof peace were to be offered. With them it
was to be a war of extermination; but there wakingtto show that a war with other Gentiles could
be lawfully undertaken, solely on account of theéalatry. Finally, the bishop urged this general
argument, that the examples from the Old Testanasnigegarded those cruel chastisements, were
given us “to marvel at and not to imitate,” for whiassertion he alleged the authority of certain
decretals.

Upon the second reason, the rudeness of the Indiame, Las Casas, with his extensive
knowledge of Indian life, was easily triumphantdaapon the third reason, namely the extension of
the true faith, Las Casas could appeal to his awoesses, and those of his brother Dominicans, in
“the Land of War.”

With regard to Doctor Sepulveda’s fourth reasors Casas alleged the general rule, “Of two evils,
choose the least.” Human sacrifices were a lesshan indiscriminate warfare.

“Thou shalt not kill,” is a more positive commairh Thou shalt defend the innocent. Moreover,
by these wars the true faith was defamed, andddbehfinto odium with the natives. Then Las Casas
boldly urged what defence can be urged for humarife@s—namely, that to the barbarous and
Gentile apprehension, they were an offering upad G the best that the worshippers possessed. He
reminded his hearers of the sacrifice that Abrathe®s ready to make. The bishop also brought
forward instances of great nations, such as theaRsrand the Carthaginians, who had not been free
from the guilt of human sacrifice; and he quotedt&ich to show that when the Romans themselves
became more humane and civilized in this respedt, ia their march of conquest, came upon
barbarous nations who were addicted to human &agjfthey did not punish them for this cause, but
simply prohibited the commission of such offenaasthe future.

This controversy was conducted throughout with nmelét and learning upon both sides, and with
constant danger to Las Casas of bringing upon Hiitieewrath of the higher ecclesiastical and civil
authorities. As, for instance, in opposing Seputved the ground that force should not be employed
to promote the faith, he was obliged to use gzt for what was to be said about the past daags
many emperors and popes? Indeed, in the courss lairty career of controversy, it is a matter for
surprise that he did not come within the grasgeflhquisition.

At the conclusion of his address to the junta, Casas made a fierce onslaught upon Doctor
Sepulveda’s mode of maintaining the rights of timg& of Spain. The following is the substance of
what the bishop said upon this important brancefcontroversy. “The doctor founds these rights
upon our superiority in arms, and upon our havirmgarbodily strength than the Indians. This is
simply to place our kings in the position of tymnthe right of those kings rests upon their extens
of the Gospel in the New World, and their good gaweent of the Indian nations. These duties they



would be bound to fulfil even at their own expenseich more so considering the treasures they have
received from the Indies. To deny this doctrinmiflatter and deceive our monarchs, and to put the
salvation in peril. The doctor perverts the natordler of things, making the means the end, and wha
is accessory the principal. The accessory is teaholvantage: the principal, the preaching of the t
faith. He who is ignorant of this, small is his kviedge; and he who denies it, is no more of a
Christian than Mahomet was.”

Then, after a not unbecoming allusion to his owsiqerged labours, the bishop says:—"To this
end [that is, to prevent the total perdition of theies], | direct all my efforts: not, as the darctvould
make out, to shut the gates of justification, aisauthul the sovereignty of the kings of Castillet b
shut the gates upon false claims made on theilfhelfiao reality, altogether vain; and | open the
gates to those claims of sovereignty which are dedrupon law, which are solid, strong, truly
catholic, and truly Christian.”

Thus the controversy ended. The result seems ® I@en, substantially, a drawn battle. At first,
according to Sepulveda, the jurists had to give t@ahe theologians. But a timely reinforcement
came to Sepulveda’s aid, in the person of a leafnadciscan monk, named Bernardino Arevalo. At
the beginning of the controversy he had been un&bim illness, to attend the junta; but, afterveard
recovering, he brought such weight to Sepulveddss af the argument, that the junta ultimately
pronounced a sentence (one theologian alone graggesjainst it), concurring with the opinions
expressed in Sepulveda’s treat3se Justis Belli Causigddis victory, however, was a fruitless one. The
government must have been convinced the otheravagt, least must have thought that the
promulgation of Sepulveda’s views would be dangeréar Prince Philip, then governing in the name
of his father, gave directions that Sepulveda’skvgtrould not be allowed to enter the Indies. Inafoy
orders, dated from Valladolid, in October and Noleemof that same year, 1550, the Prince
commanded the Viceroy of Mexico, and the Goverridresra-firma, to seize upon any copy they
could find of Sepulveda’s work, and to send it bexkspain.

Sepulveda seems to have felt that Las Casas hadaewd the cause with exceeding vigour, and
had proved himself a terrible opponent; for, irri@gte letter describing the controversy, Sepulveda
speaks of him as “most subtile, most vigilant, emabt fluent, compared with whom the Ulysses of
Homer was inert and stuttering.” Las Casas, atithe of the controversy, was seventy-six years of
age.

a!—Ail_E ﬂ
CHAPTER XILI.

Las Casus appeals to Philip Il. through Carranzde writes a Treatise on PeruHis Death—
Review of his Life.

THE controversy with Sepulveda was but one of thayrlabours of Las Casas, and he continued
to exercise his self-imposed functions of Protetadhe Indians with his accustomed zeal. He reside
in the Dominican college of St. Gregory at Valladplith his faithful friend and spiritual brother,
Ladrada, who seems to have spurred him to exdrtibehalf of the Indians, as may be gathered from
the following anecdote. Ladrada, being deaf, wakénhabit of speaking loudly; and the collegiate
fathers could hear him, when he was confessinglaasas, exclaim, “Bishop, beware lest you go to
hell if you do not labour for a remedy for thosepindians, as you are in duty bound to do.” Big th
was more an admonition than a correction, as Rdrobsarves, for never was there known in Las
Casas the slightest carelessness in this resgpegially in those days.

In the year 1555 there arose a great occasiorilfitresefforts that Las Casas could make on behalf
of the Indians. Philip the Second had succeedéuktthrone of Spain. He ruled over immense
possessions, such as might well make him a tesritret European family of nations. But his finances



were in a most deplorable state, and any projedtrfproving them must have been very welcome to
the king and his councillors.

Now there was one easy mode by which, with a feakes of the pen, Philip could raise a very
large sum of money. All the Spanish colonists i lew World held their possessions upon a most
uncertain tenure. Philip had only to give up therk of the crown to the reversion of the
encomiendasand he would be sure to receive an ample and inateettcompense. Neither had the
monarch to begin the negotiation. There was alr@a@ngland, attending Philip's Court, “a sinner,”
as Las Casas calls him, from Peru, who was urgingessuch measure on the monarch. [93] Never
was the fate of the Indians in greater peril. Tiveeee, however, two persons, both of whom had laid
down their high offices, and had retired into mdeass, who were towers of strength to the poor
Indians. These were Charles the Fifth and Las Caseaslatter had shown great boldness on many
occasions of his life, but on this his daring verg@on audacity. His appeal to Philip was made
through the king's confessor, Bartolome Carranz®otlenda. Through him he dares to tell the
monarch that any conclusion he may come to in Exb¥ell be rash, because he is surrounded by few
advisers, and those having no especial knowledgfeedflew World, and not being in communication
with the Council of the Indies. If the king comm#s error on this great occasion, can he allege the
pretext of invincille ignorance? Las Casas boldlistCarranza, that in England and Flanders our
sovereigns seem to have forgotten that they h&itegalom of Spain to govern. What right have they
to impose upon the miserable Indians tributes afiegpowatered with tears, to pay the debts of their
crown? How repugnant to all just ideas, and whadtewrcity it is, to wish to promote the interests o
the king, without thinking even of God! If suchystem is persisted in, will they in England and
Flanders look with a favourable eye at this masthmat the means may become the end, and the end
the means? As to tlecomenderogossessing any claim, they have not merited aesmgravedi.

“On the contrary | maintain,” adds Las Casas, “thatking will be rigorously purished for not hagin
chastised these assassins as they have desedjth¢kings of Castille owe a great debt to him
who discovered the New World. They are also untigation to those who have restored the royal
authority in Peru. But they are not, on that actotendeliver up the wretched inhabitants as onegyi
up to the butcher the most stupid animals to hagsiered. If your paternity thinks it right to retuils
clause to his highness, or indeed the whole of rgnorial, | beg you to believe that | shall feel the
greatest satisfaction.”

To show that he was not the only person entirefyospd to the sale of the reversions of the
encomiendad,as Casas, in the course of this letter, makefolt@ving statement.—"It is about
fifteen days ago that a member of the Council efitidies, horrified at what is now known of the
situation of America, and at the proposition whiglmow mooted, made me fear the judgments of
God, reproaching me with not doing half my dutyhat | did not summon, twenty times a day, the
whole earth to my aid, and that | did not go, véthtick in my hand and a beggar’s wallet on my pack
even into England, to protest against these tyrémt# was to me that God had entrusted this
charitable and difficult undertaking. What wouldteeve said if he had seen all that | have seethéor
last sixty years?”

It is impossible to tell what effect this letterchapon Carranza, and upon Philip; but it is probabl
that it was considerable; and all the more sdhat he had not intruded his advice upon them tfisr i
evident, in the course of the letter, that they fivad written to consult Las Casas upon the subjec
[95] Charles the Fifth was as decided as Las Qasas the point at issue. If we may trust the report
of the Venetian ambassador, Soriano, this was althenly public matter that Charles had
influenced, up to that time, since his retiremei ithe monastery of Yuste. [96] The dying emperor
supported the views of his old friend Las Casad;tha weight of two such authorities on Indian
affairs was such that the scheme of selling therston of theencomiendas//hich would have led to
the total slavery of the Indians, was abandoned.

Las Casas continued to occupy himself in the affaithe Indies, corresponding with persons in
America, and being referred to for advice and imfation by the council at home.

He also continued to labour at his greatest litevaork, theHistory of the IndiesThis work is said
to have been commenced in 1527, when he first be@aBominican monk; but it is clear from the
last sentence but one in this history, that hestiisengaged upon it in the year 1561, the eighty-
seventh year of his own age.[97]



In 1564 he had reached his ninetieth year, andanytear he wrote a treatise on the subject of,Peru
which is, perhaps, one of the best that his fepile ever produced. As if he were aware that wieatev
he should do now must be done speedily, this papamposed with more brevity, though not with
less force, than almost any of his productionst tinere is a statement which the student may fook
in vain amongst the most elaborate histories tleewvritten at that period, or have been written
since, of the Spanish Conquest in America. It isstantly mentioned that the tribute to be raisedhfr
encomiendasn this or that district, was settled by this aattigovernor or royal auditor; but no
accurate account is given of what the tribute Wwathis treatise of Las Casas is set forth theutatio
be paid annually by five hundred Indian familiegtirequipa. They are to furnish, (1), 180 Peruvian
sheep. An additional hardship was, that these stedd not be procured in that district, but hathé¢o
sought for in a neighbouring province. (2), 30Qcp®of cotton goods, each sufficient for the dodss
an Indian; (3), 1000 bushels of maize; (4), 85tkissof wheat; (5), 1000 fowls; (6), 1000 sackshwi
cords to them; (7), 60 basketsaaica;(8), 100 cotton napkins; (9), 30 swine; (10),a8tbbasof
camaron[98 (a kind of fish); (11), 50&rrobasof another kind of fish; (12), &rrobasof wool; (13),

40 skins of sea wolves, dressed, and 40 otheressell; (14), arrobasof cord; (15), 3 tents; (16), 8
tablecloths; (17), 2000 baskets of pepper ; (18yr@basof balls of cotton; (19), 9 house cloths; (20),
3 arrobasof fat, to make candles; (21), 15 Indians for tbendstic service of the Spanish
encomendero(22), 8 Indians for the cultivation of his gardéa3), 8 others, to have charge of his
flocks and cattle.

This monstrous tribute might well call forth indegion, even from a man uninterested in the
subject. Upon such a tribute Las Casas rests sestam that the Indians are deprived of their good
and of their liberty, and that it is impossible tm&apply the epithet of tyrannical to the governine
under which they live; for, according to Aristoteery government of a free people ought to hawe fo
its object the temporal and the spiritual goodhef inembers of the body politic. Such was the imndrep
writing, skilfully interwoven with the most impontafacts, which Las Casas had the energy to
produce at this advanced period of his life.

Of all that is done in any great transaction, salsenpart can be told, that the historian is often
most unwillingly compelled to commit an act of séegninjustice, when he carefully commemorates
the deeds of the chief of a party, to the exclusithose of many of his associates. Las Casadbutas
one, though immeasurably the first, of a numeradytof men who may rightly be called the
Protectors of the Indians. Amongst these protestasan ex-auditor of theudienciasof Guatemala
and Mexico, named Zurita. He also informed the Enmipef the excessive nature of the imposts
levied upon the Indians, and declared that it weesaf the causes which led to the depopulatiohef t
New World. Another cause of the destruction ofltidians, according to Zurita, was their being
compelled to work at the great edifices erectethénSpanish towns. They were forced, he says, to
labour from the point of day until late in the eirgn “| have seen,” he adds, “after thagelusa
great number of Indians cruelly conducted fromrthairk by a very powerful personage. They bore
along an enormous piece of wood, as large as & poyatree, and when they stopped to rest, a negro
who followed them, armed with a whip, forced thentontinue their march, striking them with this
whip, from the first man to the last, not that ttsénpuld gain time, and undertake other laboursthier
day’s work was finished, but to prevent them frasting, and to keep up the bad habit, so common,
of beating them incessantly, and maltreating th&srthey were all naked, except that they wore a
piece of linen round their loins, and as the nesgnock as hard as he could, all the strokes ofvthip
had their full effect. Not one of the Indians saidiord, or turned his head, for they were all broke
down by misery. It is the custom to urge them camtdy in their work, not to allow them to take any
rest, and to chastise them if they attempt to dd'kis illtreatment of the Indians is the causengf
having, with the permission of your majesty, resgymy place of auditor.” Such testimony as the
above, confirmed by the resignation of office oa part of the witness, is most important in support
of the statements and the conduct of Las CasashtbEProtector of the Indians.

The memorial on Peru, written by Las Casas in imetieth year, appears to have been the last
effort of his fertile pen. Two years later, howevier1566, he came forward, not to write, but tb@t
behalf of his Indians. In that year a grievancé teas suffered by the province of Guatemala was
made known to him. The Guatemalans had been deépoiviheiraudiencia.The Dominicans in that
province wrote to Las Casas, telling him that thentry suffered very much for want of andiencia.
The natives had no chance of justice, as theydathke a journey to Mexico, in order to prosecute



any appeal. Las Casas well knew the importancei®htatter. He accordingly left his collegiate
monastery at Valladolid, and went to Madrid. Thieeeput the case of the Guatemalans so strongly, to
the King and to the Council of the Indies, thatdleienciawas restored to Guatemala. This was the
last work of Las Casas. He fell ill at Madrid, aafter a short illness, died there, in July, 15&6ng
ninety-two years of age. His obsequies were atbglea large concourse of the inhabitants of that
city; and he was buried with all due solemnityhe tonvent chapel of “Our Lady of Atocha.”

In parting from Las Casas, it must be felt thabatlinary eulogies would be feeble and inadequate.
His was one of those few lives that are beyondraioigy, and require a history to be written in order
to illustrate them. His career affords, perhapmlaary instance of a man who, being neither a
conqueror, a discoverer, nor an inventor, hashbyptre force of benevolence, become so notable a
figure, that large portions of history cannot bétten, or at least cannot be understood, withogt th
narrative of a portion of his deeds and effortmgenade one of the principal threads upon which the
history is strung. In early American history Lass@siis, undoubtedly, the principal figure. His
extraordinary longevity has something to do witis fire-eminence. Very few men can be named who
have taken so active a part in public affairs searh an extended period as nearly seventy years. He
was an important person in reference to all thatemed the Indies, during the reigns of Ferdinand
the Catholic, of Philip the Handsome, of his somi@¥s the Fifth, and of Philip the Second.

Other men have undertaken great projects of beapge] and have partially succeeded in them;
but there is not any man whose success or failujch endeavours, has led to the great civil and
military events which ensued upon the successefdnces of Las Casas. Take away all he said, and
did, and preached, and wrote, and preserved (foeahly historians of the New World owe the
records of many of their most valuable facts to)hiamd the history of the conquest would lose a
considerable portion of its most precious materials

It may be fearlessly asserted, that Las Casas gegbter number of bitter enemies than any man
who lived in his time; and many were the accusatibiey brought against him. But these were, for the
most part irivolous in the extreme, or were poirdéduch failings as are manifest to every reafler o
his life. There is nothing unexpected in them. THatvas hasty, vehement, uncompromising, and
occasionally, though rarely, indiscreet, must by wdear to everyone. But such a man was needed. It
was for others to suggest expedients and compreniiseing his lifetime there was always one
person to maintain that strict justice should beediw the Indians, and to uphold the great priecipl
that monarchs were set to rule for the benefihefrtsubjects. Without him the cause of the native
would at once have descended into a lower levanTthough vehement, he was eminently
persuasive; and few who came near him escapedftbence of his powerful and attractive mind.

The one event of his life which his enemies fasiamon for censure, and as regards which their
accusations are certainly not frivolous, was hi®ranate attempt at colonization on the coast of
Cumana. To do those enemies justice, it must bétdhthat they did not know the motives which
had actuated him in obtaining that territory, nontittle blame could be attributed to him for the
failure of that romantic enterprise. They couldyomdlicule his labourers, adorned with crosses, as
they said, like the knights of Calatrava; and decthat, as a colonist, he had made a signal &ilur
These accusers were not aware that, but for rgpafcionquerors like themselves, who had
previously infuriated the natives, Las Casas migive succeeded in converting and civilizing the
inhabitants of the Pearl Coast, as he afterwardsesdled in peaceably reducing the inhabitantseof th
“Land of War.”

The event in his life which his contemporaries wid notice, but which has since been much
deplored, and greatly magnified, was his being eomed in the introduction of negroes into the New
World. For this he has himself made a touchingrandt contrite apology, expressing at the same
time a fear lest his small share in the transacti@ht never be forgiven to him. In the cause ef th
Indians, whether he upheld it in speech, in writimgin action, he appears never for one moment to
have swerved from the exact path of equity. Heldees justly called “The Great Apostle of the
Indians.”

THE END



NOTES:

[1] On Peru

[2] A short letter of Las Casas—of Las Casas whbvey often not a maravedi in his pocket—has somest
been bought by an enterprising American at a susuating to more than ten thousand maravedis, aad th
purchaser was but too glad if his purchase couldflamy use to an historian.

[3] Itis a curious fact in history, that this s@gtion of Las Casas tended, as far as it was adiapteheck the
importation of negroes into the New World. The fice to import was restricted, for a term of eighang, to the
number of 4000, whereas the emperor had been reguesallow the importation of negroes without any
restriction whatever.

[4] He sang the first “new mass” in the Indiesnfravhich it appears that he was the first priestored there.
[5] A repartimientowas a deed that ran thus:—"“To you (such a ondgyenganencomiendgor commandery)
of so many Indians with such a Cacique, and youateach them the things of our Holy Catholic Raiwvith
respect to the implied condition of teaching theians the “Holy Catholic Faith,” it was no moreeaitled to
from first to last than any formal clause in a dediich is supposed by the parties concerned torbera
formality.

[6] “Que os ofresco a vosaellos el Diablo."—Ias CAsAs, Hist. de las IndiasiMS. lib, iii. cap. 29.

[7] “No quedé piante ni mamante.”—Ak CASAS. A proverbial expression—"“There remained neitherdhiéd
that sucks nor the one that chirrups.”

[8] “Didle (4 Pedro de Renteria) Indios de repaigimo juntamente con el Padre, dando a ambos umPueblo
y grande, con los cuales el Padre comenz6 a emtendecer grangerias y en echar parte de elltzseninas,
teniendo harto mas cuidado de ellas que de darin®ét los Indios, habiendo de ser como lo eracraimente
aquel su oficio; pero en aquella materia tan cegfaba por aquel tiempo el buen Padre como losu®sgiodos
gue tenia por hijos."—As CAsAs, His., de las IndiagVS., lib. iii. cap. 32.

[9] LAs Casas, Hist. de las IndictsMS., lib. iii. cap. 78.

[10] “Pasados pues algunos dias en aquesta coasalery cada dia mas y mas certificanduda lo que leia
cuanto al derecho, y via del hectaplicandolo uno al otro, determino en si mismo emido de la misnia
verdad, ser injusto y tiranico todo cuanto cercéoddndios en estas Indias se cometia.’ASICASAS, Hist. de
las Indias,MS., lib. iii. cap. 78.

[11] Equal to about two-thirds of a farthing.

[12] A pesowas equivalent to four shillings and eight penaéhfag.

[13] LAs CAsAs, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 79.

[14] The Bishop of Burgos was one of those readid band dexterous men, with a great reputatioriidedity,
who are such favourites with princes. He went tgfoso many stages of preferment, that it is sonestim
difficult to trace him ; and the student of earlynArican history will have a bad opinion of many Spa
bishops, if he does not discover that it is Biskopseca who re-appears under various designatiteniseld
successively the Archdiaconate of Seville, the 8jslts of Badajoz, Cordova, Palencia, and Condg, th
Archbishopric of Rosano (in Italy), with the Bishiapof Burgos, besides the office of Capellan matgor
Isabella, and afterwards to Ferdinand.

The Indies had a narrow escape of having him feir Ratriarch. In the year 1513, Ferdinand ins&ddtis
ambassador at Rome to apply for the institutioa ohiversal patriarchate of the Indies to be gigen
Archbishop Fonseca.

What answer the Pope gave to this application doeappear; but it is at any rate satisfactorynd that
Bishop Fonseca was not appointed Patriarch ofrities.

[15] I do not know to what transaction he alludes.

[16] A junta was a council.

[17] “Y habido el primero que de los tres mas mrdwtllaredes, venios con ékgta Corte, y hacerse han los
Despachos, y de camino para Sevilla los podeisugsdfevar.” —las CAsAs, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii.
cap. 85.

[18] “Diciendo multa favorabilia de Johanne.”—A4.CASAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 8.5.

[19] The words of Las Casas on this subject, thaaghewhat unpractical, are very remarkable fonthtee
spirit they indicate:—"Y solo el pensamiento de dabian por fuerza de andar en las Minas la temanta
bastaba para del todo acaballos. Manifiesto es@les habia de dar las Haciendas y los Ganadodgnhas de
valde para que comenzaran a respirar y saber gaeeca LBERTAD (sicin MS.), 64 costa del Rey, 6 de los
Espafioles que de ellos con tanto riesgo de sus salhabian aprovechado.”-A3CAsAS, Hist. de las Indias,
MS., lib. iii. cap. 88.

[20] To take aesidenciawas equivalent to making an inquiry concerningeating to account, a public officer.
[21] The “Jueces de apelacion.”

[22] The portrait of Las Casas is to be seenréfcbllect rightly, in a private collection at Séwil



[23] In a very naive way he lets you see somehowtloer in his history, that it was not so much darethe
Faith, though he was a deeply religious man, agralpity that led him to espouse the cause ofrid@ans,
which, especially in those times, would have béaught so much the inferior motive.

[25] He is called familiarly Chievres by writers tfat period; but his name was William de Croy,d_of
Chiévres, in Hainault, afterwards Marquis or Duké\arschot.

[26] “Dominus noster jubet quod vos et ego apporaremedia Indis—faciatis vestra memorialia.”AsL
Casas, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 99.

[27] “La 6rden de la poblacion della hizo de estnBera; que el Rey diese a cada labrador que criiséesr &
poblar en ella desde que partiese de su poblaeista ISevilla de comer, para lo qual se sefial6 @& padona
chico con grande medio real cada dia; y en Sesdlles diese posada en la casa de la Contratgaoice a
trece maravedises para comer cada dia, de manetamo se dava al nifio de teta, como & sus Padres.
“De alli pasage y matalotage hasta esta Isla,ellarun afio de comer hasta que ellos lo tuviesesuge. Y si la
tierra los probase tanto que no estubiesen pdrajaramas tiempo de un afio, que lo que demas déiaigue el
Rey les diese, fuese prestado para que se lo pqgasdo pudiese."—As CASAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib.
iii. cap. 10.

[28] “Este aviso de que se diese licencia para #aelavos negros & estas tierras; dio primerdéeig® Casas,
no advirtiendo la injusticia con que los Portugsdss toman y hacen esclavos; el qual despuesaleayd en
ello no lo diera por quanto habia en el mundo. B@siempre los tuvo por injusta y tirAnicamentehbsc
esclavos: porque la misma razon es de ellos glesdadios.”—LAs CASAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii.
cap. 101.

[29] Las Casas is much misrepresented by Herrdra,giwes an account of the suggestion as if it weade,
not in addition to, but in substitution for, otheeasures.

[30] “Entre tanto recibié una Carta el Clérigo deviBa del Padre Fray Reginaldo de quien arribalebapitulo
noventa y ocho hizimos mencion, haciendole saloenpchabia llegado alli de la tierra firme un Relgg de
San Francisco, llamado Fray Francisco de Sant Roguanafirmaba por sus ojos, haver visto metepadss y
echar & perros brabos sobre quarenta mili animésdites.”—LAS CASAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap.
102.

[31] I suppose the first time was when, accordimgds Casas, Ximenes took Indian affairs in hamndlj lshould
name three occasions—1. The appointment of theaumd made the laws of Burgos. 2. The appointmént o
Jeronimites. 3. The present one, viz. the appointiimg the King of the Chancellor Selvagius and Casas to
provide a remedy for the Indies.

[32] The Dean of Besangon.

[33] See @IEDO and HERRERA

[34] Carl Puper, Lord of Laxao.

[35] Sommeliemwas corrupted int&umillerby the Spaniards. The following is the definitidritee office:—"La
persona muy distinguida en palacio, a cuyo cartplasasistencia al rey en su retrete, para vestidesnudarle,
y todo lo perteneciente a la cama re8uimmus praefectus cubiculi regis.

“Es nombre introducido en Castilla con la casa degBna.”—Diccionario de la Lengua Castellana por la
Acidemia Espafiola.

[36] LAS CAsAs, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 104.

[37] “Manda el Obispo luego que se raya la Cedut@je donde decia hagais lo que él os dixere, hdgajue
os pareciere.”—hs CAsSAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 104.

[38] LAs CasAs, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 104.

[39] The garment called sanbenitchad a large red and yellow cross before and behind.

[40] That means a hundred leagues to the eastvidddr@, i. e., taking the river Dulce as the easlienit.
“Conviene a saber desde cien leguas arriba de, Bl@ti®io que llamaban el rio dulce, que agoradamos el
Rio y la tierra de los Arvacas, la costa abajodhdsdonde las mill leguas llegasen.”AsLCASAS, Hist. de las
Indias,MS., lib. iii. cap. 131.

[41] It was ultimately restricted to about two hued and sixty leagues.

A letter has recently been brought to light, begtime signature of Las Casas, but without datechvhiust, how
ever, have been addressed by him to the Grand €hamia the course of these negociations.

It begins by stating that he does not wish to losee time in a thing which is so manifestly goodtas
business, and so “practicable,” unless, as he @igelsime which is lost here should prevergsiho que lo que
aqui se pierde de tiempo pudiendose escusar).

He mentions that he first asked for a thousanduesigthat when the matter was referred to the Gbohihe
Indies, they reduced it to six hundred, and in ¢hsig hundred there were only two provinces, nar@ggu and
Santa Martha, which produced gold, and that theseinqres were included in a hundred leagues. He als
mentions that he had asked for the pearl fishebigisthat they had been “taken” from him. This, leeer, he
had acceded to, on the condition that those Sgsi@ho had the permission to go to the pearl fiskeshould
be prevented from injuring and scandalizing thednsd. He intimates, that now Cenu is about to kertdrom



him, and that, if so, it will greatly diminish tiweducements which he can hold out to secular psrgojoin in
his enterprize, and aid him with their funds; “fdre adds, “as your Lordship may judge, we shalli fiew
laymen who will be inclined to go and spend thetates, and to die and labour, solely to serve @Goconvert
souls, and to preach their faith to the infidétgrque, como v. s. puede juzgar, pocos seglardsramos que
se quieran mover & yr a gastar sus haziendas yr& sntrabajar como dicho es solamente por serviDids y
convertir animas y predicar su fee & los ynfieles).

He puts it plainly to the Grand Chancellor, whethepe de Sosa, who went out to supersede Pediarias
government of Darien, will not have enough to gayand his people to destroy, without the proviot€enu.
“Sin la provincia del Cenu queda & Lope de Sosthi@rra y muy rica de oro desde el Darien versus
occidentem para que él pueda governar y su gestauglie”

After offering many good reasons to the Chancdtiothe request being granted, he prays thatast,|¢he
province of Cenu may be divided between himselflamge de Sosa, or, if that be not possible, thabtterous
conditions which he had undertaken for himself hiscknights might be diminished accordingly.

[42] This was granted only for four descents.

[43] Rather a difficult matter; but | suppose itane that the total number brought over should sb$ian
equal number of males and females.

[44] “Por este tiempo (1516, or early in 1517) ghoin quatorce religiosos de Sant Francisco, toxlmareeros
de Picardia, personas muy religiosas, de muchas letmuy principales, y de gran celo para empéeansia
conversion de estas gentes, y entre ellos vinceumdmno de la Reyna de Escocia (segun se decia) gdargran
autoridad, viejo muy cano y todos ellos de edadursd/ que parecian como unos de los que imaginamos
Senadores de Roma."—A& CASAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 94.

[45] In the time he could recite his belief.

[46] Indeed, he went so far as to say that, witlhemlpect for so great a King, he would not go frohere he
stood to the corner of the room, merely to sen&Miajesty, unless it were to perform his duty aslgect, and
unless he thought that it were consistent withvitileof God to do so.—“Es cierto (hablando con todo
acatamiento y reverencia que se deve a tan alt@B&nor) que de aqul a aquel rincon no me mudarsegpvir
a Vuestra Magestad, salva la fidelidad que comdisulievo, sino pensase y creyese hacer a Diokcegran
sacrificio.”—LAs CASAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 148.

[47] Thestigmata.

[48] “Rex, jam Caesar, quicquid in humanis praestartuna potest visus est nihili facere. Tanteegst
gravitas et animi magnitudo, ut habere sub pedilmidersum pras se ferre videatur."EfBRMARTYR, Epist.,
648.

[49] “Porque, como el Rey comenzaba entonces ametnan frecuentes los consejos.”AsICASAS, Hist. de
las Indias,MS., lib. iii. cap. 147.

[50] “Dijo que le habia desedificado aquella mardggroceder en la predicacion Evangelica, porquetnaba
pretender temporal interese, lo que nunea hasta@® habia sospechado de el."AsICASAS, Hist. de las
Indias,MS., lib, iii. cap. 137.

[51] “El que muchos no quisieron ver porque yapatodas estas tierras odioso por saber que pliatiimertar
los Indios y librallos de las manos de sus matadard As CASAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 156.
[52] “Viendolos venir el Padre Clerigo, rabiabagan terrible rigor lo detestava delante el Audiariei-LAS
Casas, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 156.

[53] “Y era tanta su ceguedad, que no advirtieno® lgabiendo andado cinco 6 seis afios el Clérigndd¢odos
sabian) trabajando y muriendo, yendo y viniend@stilla 4 Castilla, (sic in MS.) porque no hiciegsclavos, y
los que tenian hechos los libertasen, aunque fudssérs Caribes que comian carne humana, oyéndole afirmar
que hacellos aquellos esclavos era tirania, quengsifiasen & si mismos, que pensasen que el Giahgode
ser causa de aquellas guerras.’asICAsAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 156.

[54] The river Cumana, now called the Manzanares.

[55] “Dijo que no, sino que un dia que ellos estaga sus areitos, que es su fiesta, tafiia uncamalatue ellos
usan en sus fiestas, como los de Espafia i quméegana de tafier en él, i que el duefio no se $o gieixar
tafier si no se lo pagaba, i como él no tenia qdariedixo seria su esclavo, i el otro le dejé tafigiel dia, i de
alli adelante quedd por su esclavo i despues la kandido tres 6 quatro veces.AHEMPERADORCARLOS 5.
RODRIGODE ALBORNOZ, en Temistitan 45 de diciembre, d&525.—Coleccion deMUNOz, MS., tom. 77.

[56] “No me parece, Senor, sino que vos habeis déduscar el remedio de estes males en cuya c@s$acto
va."—LAsS CAsAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 157.

[57] “Asi se partio con harto dolor de los Frailas,siendo el qui el llevaba menos."AdCAsAsS, Hist. de las
Indias,MS., lib. iii. cap. 157.

[58] “Y como los Indios eran, de los pies a lasezats, desnudos, estubieron mucho tiempo en llegetla
poca distancia en donde estaban los Seglareslgg:rdiparece que habia tanta espesura que norpadie
menearse."— AS CASAS, Hist, de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 158.



[59] “Pero en la verdad no se lo puso Dios en edzomon que fuese, @orque €l no lo merecid,gorque aquellas
gentes segun los profundos juicios divinos se Imatxi@ otras muchas de perdepabque tambien los
facinerosos pecados de nuestra Nacion que en as|gelhtes han cometido, no se habian tan presto de
fenecer."—las CASAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 159.

[60] “Respondio el buen padre, si entre tanto \v@moris, quien reseivira el mandato del Rey 6 suta€?"—
LAS CAsAs, Hist. de las IndiasiMS., lib. iii. cap. 159.

[61] “Estas palabras le atrave saron el alma ali@iéCasas, y desde alii comenzé a pensar maseinsgmente
de su estado.”—As CAsAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 159. ,

[62] “Y el mismo Papa Adriano también le mando #scrsino que llegaron las Cartas cuando ya nagod
determinar de si."—As CASAS, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 159.

[63] Las Casas would have been well able to prbaehis failure had not arisen from any palpabigtfaf his.
Although his own history has been the authorityniyaieferred to in the foregoing account of hieatpt at
colonization, it entirely coincides with what remsiof the official narrative, sent in to the Empdrg his
Majesty's contador, who accompanied Las Casas.offiier describes the opposition which Las Casat m
with from the Governor of Cubagua, the desertio®@campo's armada, the ruin that on three occagidingoon
the monks, who, he says, have received gloriouthd@@an recibido muertes admirabl@snd he estimates the
number of slaves at 600, who were made on that poegiously to Las Casas reaching it. “Vi en la&¥®la
gue en obra de dos meses se trajeron mas de stisaisclavos de do habia de ir Casas y vendestde$
oficiales en Santo Domingo.” -Representacion del Contador Real (Miguel Castemue fué con Casas a
Cumana—QUINTANA, Apéndices a la Vida de Las Cashis. 9.

[64] It is generally said by Quintana, and otharteed men, that Las Casas commenced his histtiisgieriod
in the monastery of St. Domingo. Their assertioly ima founded upon some fact which has escaped my
observation. The only dates | can refer to, inrexiee to this point, where Las Casas speaks diries of his
writing, are as follows. In the Prologue there [ga@sage, quoted below, in which he speaks aatifatbre
written in 1552. In lib. iii. cap. 155, he mentiotie year 1560, as the time of his writing; andhim last
sentence but one of his history, he gives the taéd,, as the time at which he is then waiting. filede alguno
rehusar con razon de conceder hackoseque es el afio d&52 las mismas calamitosas obras que en los
tiempos pasados se cometian.” He may, howeveryettyeearly period, have begun to collect and prejpis
materials for writing, amongst which may be numbeyeme of the most valuable documents that evetezki
as sources of early American history. The one whiiould most like to have seen wiasvillas Historia
Barbarica,of which, | believe, there is now no trace.

[65] See las CasAs, Brevissima Relacion de la destruycion de las IndiBg la Provincia de Nicaragua,p.
14.

[66] | am content to take the evidence of Remesédrring as it does to Las Casas himself:—"Lo gada
(duda) tiene, porque el mismo lo afirma, es, quanelde 1527, comencd a escrivir la historia gémeréas
Indias, coligida de los escritos mas ciertos y &dedtos de aquel tiempo, particularmente de losnatigs del
Almirante don Christoval Colon."—RVESAL, Hist. de Chiapa y Guatemalb. iii. cap. 1.

[67] Quintana rejects all this part of the narratignd, as Las Casas in his account of Peru nesmations
himself as an eye-witness, | was at first inclitedeject it also. But, observing that, in his aauioof Nicaragua,
where he certainly had been, and where the lawbsfitre alluded to was brought against him, he nmakes
the least allusion to himself, | am not inclinedotenounce hastily upon these statements, moreiedyeas
Remesal speaks of a letter written by the BishoBwitemala, which seems to allude to the circurnstafLas
Casas passing through the town of Santiago on &ystavPeru.

[68] That Las Casas commenced a voyage to Peteds fcom the following passage in Higstoria
ApologéticaHe is speaking of tears being occasionally a md@sressing joy.—Yo vide un platico soldado
muy solemne taur y que segun presumimos iba cos otuchos & robar los Indios & los Reynos del Per;
handando que handabamos perdidos por la mar acoodée hechar suertes sobre que camino tomariamos, 6
para ir al Perq, donde ély los demas iban, por Quéia el oro alli, enderezados, sino que nos@raempo
contrario, ¢' & la Provincia de Nicaragua, donde Imabia oro, pero podiamos mas presto y matar laranabi
a llegar: y por que salié la suerte que prosigui@ss el camino del Perq, recibié tanta y tan veemaitggria
gue comenzo a llorar y derramar tantas lagrimas cama muy devota vieja 6 veata, y dijo: por ciertome
parece sino que tengo tanto consuelo como si agoahara de comulgar; y otra cosa no hacia en toldibia
sino jugar & los naipes y tan desenfrenadamenteodomotros. Los que alli veniamos que deseabaaiinsie
alli donde quiera que la mar nos hechara, vistadasa de sus lagrimas reiamonos de su gran conguelo
devocion.™— LAs CAsAs, Historia ApologéticaMS., cap. 180.

[69] The foregoing details depend solely, or mainlyon the authority of Kemesal. They are liablel§ections
of considerable weight, which have, for the most,d@een well stated by Quintana, the excellentenod
biographer of Las Casas. On one point | am boumdtdirm Quintana, namely, that in the account \wHias
Casas himself gives of the insurrection of Enri(gee chapters 124, 5, and 6, lib. iii. of his Higiphe does not
assign to himself any such part as that givennolhy Remesal.



He, however, promises to give further informatiorihe next book, which he did not live to write.tBtill, what
he has told us is by no means in accordance witheRal.

With regard to the rest of the story, | do not faieall disposed to throw over the authority of Real. He had
access to the archives of Guatemala early in thenseenth century, and he is one of those exceldtdrs, so
dear to the students of history, who is not pranéeclamation, or rhetoric, or picturesque writibgt indulges
us largely by the introduction everywhere of magportant historical documents, copied boldly irfte text.
[70] See QIEDO, “Hist. Gen. y Nat. de Indias,” lib. v . cap. 2.

[71] “Y acaecio vez de muchas que esto hizo, quguadgéro mil Indios, no bolvieron seys vivosiés casas, que
todos los dexavan muertos por los caminos. E qualgdmos cansavan, y se despeavan de las grandas,ca
enfermavan de hambre, é trabajo, y flaqueza; palesensartarlos de las cadenas les cortavan polidaa la
cabeqga, é caya la cabega & un cabo, y el cuenpo.a/éase que sentirian los otros.”AdCASAS, Brevissima
Relacion de la Destruycion de las Indips,15. | do not know what governor or captain isweho authorized
these cruelties. It was not Contreras, whose afipeint was recent.

[72] See BUTERWEKS History of Spanish Literatureol. i. p. 108 ; and IEKNOR, History of Spanish
Literature,vol. i. pp. 371-2.

[73] “Es de saber que no solo se contentaron con €80 que se las pusieron en tono y armoniaca@ison
de los instrumentos que los Indios usan, accompuddias con un tono vivo y atiplado para deleytas la
oydo, por ser muy baxos y roncos los instrumentasicos de que usan los Indios.”E¥ESAL, Hist. de Chiapa
y Guatemalalib. iii. cap. 15.

[74] This must, | think, have been the Chief oftiatm, for though, in Remesal's narrative he is neeened
directly, yet as he was baptized as Juan, andeasrilly cacique who is addressed as Don Juan,amaaf letter
from the Emperor, thanking the caciques of thosesgar the aid they had given to the Dominicae€)on Juan
de Atitlan, it is highly probable that Atitlan wése province visited by the merchants.

[75] “The teponaztliwhich is used to this day among the Indians, isdyical and hollow, but all of wood,
having no skin about it, nor any opening but twts $&ngthways in the middle, parallel to, and &ttke
distance from each other. It is sounded by bedktingpace between those two slits with two littieks, similar
to those which are made use of for modern druniy,tbat their points are covered witfe or elastic gum, to
soften the sound. The size of this instrument i©ua: some are so small as to be hung about ttle seme of
a middling size; and others so large as to be ugsvaf five feet long. The sound which they yield is
melancholy, and that of the largest so loud, thatay be heard at the distance of two or threeanile the
accompaniment of these instruments .... the Mesisang their hymns and sacred music. Their singiag
harsh and offensive to European ears; but they$oakuch pleasure in it themselves, that on fdstiteey
continued singing the whole day. This was unqueatity the art in which the Mexicans were least
successful."—CAVIGERO, Hist. of Mexicoyol. i. pp. 398-9. English translation.

[76] “Para que leyesse en ellas lo que de los seesique le avia de hazer se le olvidasse EmERAL, Hist. de
Chiapa y Guatemaldip. iii. cap. 15.

[77] “Otros con golosina de comérselos, pareciésique tendrian buen gusto con salsa de ChileEMERAL,
lib. iii. cap. 16.

[78] “Ad nostrum siquidem pervenit auditum, quodihsimus in Christo Alius noster Carolus Romanorum
Imperator semper Augustus, qui etiam Castellagegtdnis Rex existit, ad reprimendos eos, qui ctigieli
sestuantes contra humanum genus inhumanura geriomira, publico edicto omnibus sibi subditis prohiboe
qguisquam Occidentales aut Meridionales Indos ivitsgem redigere, aut bonis suis privare praesurfant
REMESAL, Hist. de Chiapa y GuatemalBb. iii. cap. 17.

[79] “Sub excommunicationis latae sententiae poshnsecus fecerint, eo ipso incurrenda."eMRSAL, lib. iii.
cap. 17.

[80] “Que si la piedra da en el cantaro, mal pa&ataro: y si el cantaro da en la piedra, mabiampara el
cantaro.”—DAVILA PADILLA, lib. i. cap. 33, p. 103.

[81] That the cacique was most zealous in the cafigee monks, may be gathered from the followingaaunt
of a transaction which took place in the year 1%6%| which we conclude, by the date, relates tadoeque
Don Juan, mentioned in the text.

“Sabida, pues, la cruel barbaridad de los Idolaratoda aquella Tierra, el Indio Don Juan Cazi@mjernador
de la Vera-Paz, tomo tan por su quenta la venga@da Muerte de los Religiosos, que con las conaggadié sus
Indios, acaudillandolos él en Persona, empez0 @eprecrudamente ...

“.... Y dezia publicamente a todos, y en especiat&adres del Convento de Santo Domingo de C@bagno
descansaria su Coracon, ni tendria sossiego alpasty que acabasse de raiz con todos los Acajanes,
Lacandones, en satisfacion, y venganza de la Mugreeavian dado al Padre Prior Fray Domingo de \al
Padre Fray Andrés Lopez, su Compafiero: Tan exeessivel amor, que al Padre Prior tenia; y tabédrd que
labré en su sentimiento la alevosa Muerte que ddsgdieron aquellos Barbaros!” 6AN DE VILLAGUTIERRE
SOTO-MAYOR, Historia de la Conquista de la Provincia de el Iza. i. cap. 10.



[82] The letter of the Emperor to one of the caegjagommences thus:—{lRey. Don Jorge, Principal del
pueblo de Tegpanatitan, que es en la Provinciaugge®ala. Por relacion de fray Bartolomé de lag€assido
informado, que aveys travajado en pacificar, yrtd@epaz, los naturales de las Provincias de THano|uue
estavan de guerra, y el favor y ayuda que paraaedgs dado al dicho fray Bartolomé de las Cas&syyPedro
de Angulo, y a los otros Religiosos que en ello éwatendido........

Oct. 17, 1540."—RMESAI, Hist. de Chiapa y Guatemalbd. iii. cap. 21.

[83] “Primus abit, longeque ante omnia corpora Klisu

Emicat, et ventis et fulminis ocior alis.

Proximus huic, longo sed proximus intervallo,

Insequitur Salius.”-Aeneid lib. v. 318.

[84] “En su persona se tratd siempre como fraytehabito humilde, y algunas vezes roto y remendaaimas
se puso tunica de lienco, ni durmio sino en sabdeastamefia, y una frazada por colcha rica. Ndéacoanne,
aunque para los clérigos que assistian & su messa\sa con mucha moderacion, coma se ha dichoidCem
platos de varro, y las alhajas de su casa eramaegs’—REMESAL, Hist. de Chiapa y Guatemalbl. vi. cap.
2.

[85] “Y era donoso el modo de la arenga que cadaalmacado con los pies del Obispo dezia en lengua
Mexican a, que es muy significativa de afectos.’"EMRSAL, Hist. de Chiapa y Guatemalbb. vii. cap. 8.

[86] The hatred to Las Casas throughout the Newidhamnounted to a passion. Letters were writteméo t
residents in Chiapa, expressing pity for them agnigamet the greatest misfortune that could ocoeuhém, in
being placed under such a bishop. They did not famebut spoke of him as “That Devil who has camgou
for a bishop.” The following is an extract from ookethese letters. “We say here, that very greadtrba the sins
of your country, when God chastises it with sudtaurge as sending that Antichrist for a bishop.”

[87] In 1555 he was allowed a pension of 200,006awedis (108 6s), a sum not inconsiderable in that day.
[88] Sepulveda corresponded with Erasmus, CardPals and Contarini; and was the author of manynksh
treatises.

[89] The title isApologia pro Libro de Justis Belli Causis.

[90] It is worthy of notice that there could haveeld no personal hostility to Sepulveda on the qfatte
government. He was not punished for the publicatiothe Apology.Charles the Fifth's friendship was not
withdrawn from him ; and he was one of the few pesswho afterwards visited that monarch in hiseatat
Yuste, where he was kindly welcomed by Charles.tBegraphic account dhe Cloister Life of Charles the
Fifth, written by Mr. SIRLING, p. 124.

[91] Mr. HALLAM , speaking of th&electiones Theologiaz Francis a Victoria, says, “The whole relectias,
well as that on the Indians, displays an intrepiditsof justice and humanity, which seems to haeen rather a
general characteristic of the Spanish theologiBosningo Soto, always inflexibly on the side of ttighad
already sustained by his authority the noble erdisos of Las Casas.” -Literature of Europepart ii. chap. iv.
sect. 3.

[92] “When thou comest nigh unto a city to fighagst it, then proclaim peace unto it.

“And it shall be, if it make thee answer of peaaag open unto thee, then it shall be, that alpthaple that is
found therein shall be tributaries unto thee, dmsy tshall serve thee.

“And if it will make no peace with thee, but willake war against thee, then thou shalt besiege it:

“And when the Lord thy God hath delivered it intorte hands, thou shalt smite every male theredf thi¢ edge
of the sword.

“But the women, and the little ones, and the ca#tiel all that is in the city, even all the spb#rteof, shalt thou
take unto thyself; and thou shalt eat the spaihbfe enemies, which the Lord thy God hath giveseti+-Deut.
chap. xx. ver. 10-14.

[93] Don Antonio de Ribera by name.

[94] “Je dirai, au contraire, que le roi sera rigmsement puni pour n‘avoir pas chatie ces assassimme ils
I'ont merite.”—LLORENTE, Oeuvres de Don Barthélemi de las Casas). ii. p. 135. Paris, 1822.

[95] “Je répondrai un peu plus loin a ce qu'elBdr( Altesse) “a dit de la necessite de pourvderéretien des
Espagnols qui sont employes dans les IndesI’eRENTE, Oeuvres de Don Barthelemi de las Casas. ii. p.
135.

[96] See Ranke, Fursten und Volker von Sud Eur&pa,

[97] “Pero esta ignorancia y cequedad del Consejd&dy tubo su origen primero, lo qual fué causprdeeer
que se hiciesen aquellos requerimientos, y pld@sique hoy, que es elafio que pasa de sesenta glun
consejo esté libre della.”—As CAsAs, Hist. de las IndiasMS., lib. iii. cap. 166.

[98] An arroba was twenty-five pounds in weightcle@ound consisting of sixteen ounces.
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